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The Archers has been part of my life since childhood.
Dum di dum dv dum di dum was one of the earliest tunes I ever knew

— even though it meant it was bedtime!

Today The Archers is a passion for me as for so many. I am delighted
to be asked to provide a foreword for the Archers Annual 2001 as it
gives me the chance to congratulate everyone on a wonderful year.
The characters have surprised, delighted and, at times, infuriated us

as they always do. The storylines have kept faith with the traditional

values of the programme whilst reflecting the often harsh realities of
farming in the modern world, from Tommy’s action over the GM
crop trials to the eviction of the Grundys from Grange Farm and

their poignant struggle to make a life away from Ambridge.

The drchers 1s a precious part of Radio 4 and I wish it a very happy
50th birthday. I am looking forward to another gripping year.

(ALALAA (D0 A ALAA -

Helen Boaden,
Controller, BEC Radio 4
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1931 Businessman Grorge
Fairbrother buys a farm
attd maves in uth
danghter Grace. Helon
Carey and frer son Alan
visit Squive Larson-Hope,

1952 Celebrisy Grthert
Haiding opens village fere.
Gevrge smarvies elen.
Grace puts up the money
for rhe riding schoal she
stares with Christisne
Archer.

1953 Jolur Tregorran
arnves in Awbridge i a
2¥psy caravan. Tom Foryest
has to cvacuate bis coHape
after a fire hieaks ont in
Sqiwre Lauson-Hape's
trroad.

1954 Clive Lowson-
Hope, il Squire’s neplren,
proposes to Christine but i
rejected ad leaves for
Atrica, Disappoiitent for
Johw ficgorran, toe, as
Carol Crey tirns him
o,

1935 Phil marries Grage
buit in September sie
perishes inn a stable five ar
Cerey Gables — Ambrtdge
is stunned. Dan and Doris
Archer buy Brookficld
Fartn,

1936 Foat and wonith
disease strikes Brookfield —
all Dan’s sheep, pigs and
cattle age staughtered.
Christing marries forse
awner Paud Jolnsor,

1957 Jazz maestro
Humphrey Lytrefton opens
the village fere. Phit
merries frit Partersons,
Awit’ L Archer
arrives from New Zealand
fo Mart a sew fife in
Anmibiridge.

1958 Most of Dan's crop
is destreyed when fire
breaks ont in his Drusch
barn. fill produces neins —
Shidda and Kenton Avchier,

Am

The Archers a3 the public
magined theny, gachered
for tea and reading copies
of the Boychesier Echo

n 1958

FIFTY YEARS OF
AMBRIDGE LIFE
IN WORDS AND PICTURES

oridge Album

IQ§T=2007

Fact and fction: the
reality of the rehearsal
roont sees the case
gathered with scripts
as Archers producer
‘lony Shryane (left)
conduces rehearsals ae
the ald BBC studics in
Birmingham in 1955

Front {left (o right):
Jay Davies (Mrs
Faithrother); Anne
Cullen (Carol Grey);
Leslic Saweard
{Christine Archer);
Gwen Berryvinan
{Doris Archer); Leshic
Dunn (Paul johnson).
Back: Leshe Bowmar
{Mr Fatrbrother):
Norman Painting (Phil
Archer); Harry Ouakes
(Dan Archer): Denis
Fobwell (Jack Archer)




1959 Peggy and fock
Aschier by The Bifl sedtht
44,000 front Ausr Laura,
Daidd Archer horn and
nicknaned Sreonpall
because of fis blond hair.

{961 M Tinoey
complarns abont Walter
Gabriel's pigs in Parson’s
Fivld and fe gers vid of
them. April Cortage arnd
Keeper's cottage aré budls,

Those faces ring a bell -
Tom, Waleer and 12an
practising at chaech in 1959

1961 Dan forns Ambridge
Dairy Farsssers with Fred
Bareatt and Jess Allard.
Walter’s jrenkyard, £
Dovado, apens
Felpersham,

Tom Forrest {(Bob Arnold) and Nigel Burton (Bryan
Kendrick) attired in their best suits for a chat with Sixaes
film star Richard Todd. in Ambridge to open che village fete.
His visit comeided with the 3,000th episode in June 1962

1962 Actor Ricland fodd
apeas the viflage fere. Phil
rys Allards Farni,
renaires it Hoffowerree and
Joins Ambridge Dairy
Fanaers. Bab Dastier puts
it firevcork nder a
pensioner on Bonfive
Night. Later fiis bike i
‘nrpterionsty” forund on fire.

1963 fohn's unfe, fanct, is
killed (1 the same rar erash
that badly fnjures Charles
Crenville. Sid Perks,
released frome approved

e schoof, becomes Jack
Waclley s chanffenr.

[n 1960 Charles Grenville
{Michael Shaw) and Carol
Grey (Anne Cullen)
celebrated their engagement
with a forral candlelit dinner

1964 Valter plays Loug
John Silver weith a veal
parvat in the vicar’
production of Treasure
Island. Ralph Bellamy's
Sather Adiival Bellapy
dies.

1965 Clharles dies, leaving
Maror Hotse to his
widow, Carol. fack Hoolley
and Radph Bellawy buey
the Grenviile Fstate,

1966 Seandal! fennifer
Archer gers pregnaut and
refuses ta name the father.
Jetltro Larkin gers a job s
the Berrowr Estate and
brongs fiis wafe Lizzie and
danehiter Clarsie back o
Ambridoe. Polly Mead

And what a difference a
‘ weds Sid Perles.

tew vears makes —

a casually dressed Roger 1967 fennifer pives bivth 1o

Travers-Macy (Jeremy
Masan) takes 2 much
more reluxed approach
to his courtship of
Monica Downes {Jane
Rossington] in 1967

a hay, Adam, and admies to
Lifian that the father is
conmian Padidy Redmond.
fohsi Tregorran finally
marcies Carol. Efizabeth
A Arelier born.

,,,,,,, —al
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1968 Nebsen Gabrief j:
tracked down by Inteepol,
trivd at Gloucester Assizes
Sfor a matl van robbery and
Sound not gudlry. Roger
Travers-Macy niarries
Jernifer.

1969 Litian smaries
‘Nick™ Nicholsuir bt a
year fater Ire'’s dead. Tony
Archer takes a ihine fo
ticar’s daughrey Tessa
Latintet,

1970 for Grundy’s dairy
herd and Iris sons contract
brucellosis.

1971 Lilian miarrtes
Raiph Beltamny, the
‘Sqreire” of Ambridge. Tony
Lives ey avay as father
fack s ma dinic in

Scotland.

1972 Martha marries

woadman foby Woodford.

Hadter propases to Mys 2

and she sy hine donen, "

Jack Arclier divs in the In 1958, the Hood family ran a bakery business in Ambridge.

clinie, Left to right: Roger Hood (Brian Raoper); Percy (Ronald Baddiley): Joan (Nora Rlair);
Muargatet (Jean Lester): Betty {Dorothy Smith); Diana (Lileen Barry)

1973 Tony goes into
partiership with Haydn
Lwans af Willow Farm.
Gearge Barford goes to
work ai Grey Gabfes'
keeper, Joe s diagnosed
with furmers” hagg,

1974 Tosry proposes to
Mary Heston, but later the
enpagement s broken. By
December he's marrying
Haypdn Fians’ nicce from
Wales, Pat Lewis. fack and
Laterie Woolley divorce,

1975 Brian Aldridge
buys 1,500 acres and
Home Forn and has the
hause comverted for litm
fo Hve in.

1976 Carol is accused of
shoplifting bur s acquirted
at Crown Conerr. Bytun
marries feantfer fiff
collapses with myxoedenia,
a thyroud deficiency.

Carol Grey {(Anne Cullen)

1977 Kate Aldridge 1 and first husband Charles

christened. Walter stays at Grenville {Michac] Shaw)

Bmulgﬁs_'fd whife ithe mqf (}Iﬂ in 1961 ; _

Honeystickle Cottage fs Change partners — heres Carol in 1968 this fime
replared, and he mins with new husband John Tregorran {(Philip Marand)
Doris’s non-stick and (left) Jack Woolley (Philip Garston-Jones)

savcepans. Mike Tucker
fights the_fubilee Beacon.

.
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1978 Christiue’s frest
hushand, Paid, dies. Shula
is breathalised and banned
front dreing for a pear.

1979 Christine marries
Gearge and members of the
Hotlertor Sifver Brud form
ani ardoney of bugles
oeitside the chivch A
daughter, Hefen Archer, for
Pat andd Tosry, hiet she is
bown with a distocated i,

1980 A year before frer
diasmond wedding Doris fs
Jormf dead s hev apmihair
by her granddanghiter
Shutla.

Tom and Pru Forrest (Bob Arnold and Mary Dalley) in 1968 1Jan Archer (Edgar Harrison)

and Tom {Bob Arnold) i 1975 1981 Eddie Grondy
niartics Clarvie and piakes
bts oum record, Tambs to
the Slaughter. fennifer
and Johst are co-authors of
Ambridge - An English
Village Through The
Ages. Torny is born to
Pat and Touy.

1982 Sid s wife Polly ‘Polf
Daft” is kitled in a car
crashi. Mk Hebden
adiizes Sid fre can hold the
pub’s licence alone.

1983 Eddie is banned
front The Bl for being
sicke in the piawo. David
buys a ved Spitfire and falls
for Sophiv Bartow,
faslion designer.

1984 HRH Princess
Margaret spends the night
al Grey Gables en rorde to
an appointment. Neil
Carter marries pregnant
Susan Hervobin. fack
Woolley falls off the
eoniservatory roof while
attemipting o resetie fiis dag

Caplain.

1985 First organie crops
harvested at Bridge Farm,
Wnne” Laura dies eithaut
sioning her woill, leaving hier
fodger Colosiel Lreddic’
Danby homeless. Mark
Hebden marries Stinla
Dan (Edgar Harrison, right) {picarres by Lichfield).
and Walcer Gabriel (Chriss
Gittins) get to grips wich
the latest woolly additions
to the cast

1986 Dan dies. Mike ts
bankrups. Nelsost gets a
stack whes danglicer
Rosemary ttrs wp = hie
had no idea fe was a
Sfatleer,
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P987 Jetheo siiffers a fatal
Taemarrfiage after an
accident while winaning o
rree. Agricudtral stodesit
Ruelr Pritchard is his
replacenent. feacher Katiry

Hofland becomes the second
Mis Perkes,

1988 Phit wndf fill make
David a partwer in the
Saron and Dasidd wakes
Rt Mrs David Anher.

1989 Tesry Whgan plays
wolf at Grey Gables aind
Dante fudi Denclr plays
Prt — anheard for peqars
watid ther. A BSE-affficred
cout Riwcks Brias over and
fie suffers post-tratumatic
epilepsy.

1990 Seottish rogue
Cameron Fraser buyps the i '
Berraw fixtare and has Dors Archer in 1978

limited suecess wooing
Carofine Bone. Kuthy
Pevks reiress ler
refationstiip with Detective
Sergeant Dave Barry,

Pru Forrest {Judi Dench) and Terry Wogan run through cheir lines for guest
1991 Peggy warties fack appearances m che 10,000th cdition in 1989 with Jack Woolley (Arnold Peters)
Wanliey, Solicitor Ulshe
Canipta goes into practice
with Marlk Hebden. D
John Peel invites the
Grantddys to Radio One's
Christisas lunch at Grey
Cables.

1992 Reluctamt father-ro-
be Cameron Fraser leaies
preguans Tizabeth at a
niInRPay Seree station,
She fras ant abortion.

1993 Celebrity Amicka
Rice helps Lynda Snelf
refivrbish the VVillage Hall.
Pip Arcler born. Clive
Horrobin s a wanted man
after an apmed raid on the
Fiflage Shop. Susan shields
feing and is sent to prison
Sor seeking to pervert the
course of jistive.

1994 Shula, disought
over hnshand Mark
Hebden's tragic deatht fn a
cay crash, finds she is
pregnant and grves birth to
Danict in Novesmber.
Elizahett becosnes Mis
Nigel Pageticr.

1988 Ruth (Felicicy Fioch) and David (Timothy Bentinck) work together on the farm




the first five months of her life

3

Brian Aldridge Charles Collingwood.
centre) tking an interest in the
srookfield herd in 1983, though he had
other things on s nood, numely the
start of an affair with Caraline Bane

In 1993 TV action woman Anncka Rice
faced her biggest challenge during an

emergency nussion to redecorate the Village
Hall — Lynda Snell {Carole Boyd)

Pat {Patricia Gallimare) and Tony (Cohn Skipp) in their tarm shop

Kate (Kellie Bright) with baby Aldndge, who didn’t have a name for

1995 Caroline marrics the
siaty-sommething Guy
Pemberson and fornser flance
the Revy Robin Stokes leaves
Anlyidee a disappoisited
man., Usfa iy the victdim of
racist atracks — the gang
inchides Roy Ticker:

{996 Hollywaod's Tow
Cridse kisses Clarrie four
tintes diseing g at
Lower Toxley! GP Richanf
Locke is investigated over
the death of a patient. Gy
ities, fearing Carofine a
reafthy widow, though
disagrecable son Sison
fetferits the land

1997 Clive Horrobin is ours
of prison and attacks Ceorge
Badord in Grey Gables
Catntry Park, leaviug hin
rucnscions. Brian Aldridge
helps sec up Bowchester Lasd
bresivess consortium,
Rorchesier bypass widening
profest ted by Kate
Aldriifge.

1998 Johu Archey i kiffed
in q tactor accident. Kate
has davgheer Phoche fi a
tepee n the Glastonbury
Festival biet fights a
patersiity battle witlh Roy
Thcker. Dy Locke leaves
dftey an atfaie witlt Shuda,
After her brief spell as scarlec
wonna, Shuly marrics vef
Alistair Lioyd.

1999 Tonuny Archer trashes
tis seicle Brian’s trial crop of
senetically neodified odl seed
rape. Pat Archer snecenbs to
Tepression, the delayed effect
of sont folot's death. fulia
Pargetter writes a bodice
ripper — Passion’s
Plaything.

2000 Rankitps, the
Crundys are evicted fram
Grange Larnt and wove info
2 flat inr Borchester. Debbie
Aldvidge masrics Sinton
Ceervard. Brookfield’s
argumtients over inheritange
ate stilled by Ruth’s breast
“anrer.
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BBC RADIO BORSETSHIRE Fm 87.3

THE WAYNE FOLEY BREAKFAST SHOW  6am-9am Every weekday

(Transcripts printed here with kind permission of BBC Radio Borsefshire. Researcher: Brendo Tucker)

WAYNE FOLEY asks the listeners of Ambridge ..
What would YOU do'if you

won a million pounds?

Alistair Lloyd, vet

Willium Grundy, trainee gamekeeper

I'd like 1o go on safari with Shula. Perhaps Jill wouldn't mind
keeping an eye on Daniel for the odd manth or two — or we could
get @ nanny of course. Maybe we'd settle out there and
Shula could learn to ride an elephant. Make o change
from horses. But if we were to stay in Ambridge —

let’s face it Jill would have a fit if we didn't, let alone

Bunty and Reg — I'd build us a new house with a
surgery attoched, so that Shula can enjoy life without
being constantly reminded of the past, and | con work o
home. Plus an unlimited supply of beer and wine for me and
chacolate for Shula.

Betty Tucker, shopkeeper

"Oh | don’t know if | could cape with o big win. Not after what
happened fo that “Spend, Spend, Spend” woman. | suppese | would
like to do something 1o help Mike get the sight in his eye back. |
read somewhere that there’s an eye expert in America who can do
wonders, but it costs the earth. But for meself, well if | could just the
once, buy meself o really nice outfit, shaes, coat and handbag,
without hoving to think about how much it cost. That would make
me really happy.’

‘I'd buy Grange Farm lock stock and barrel, frechold and all, so
that we can all go back and live where we helong, with enough
money behind us to keep it going. Then I'd set up o company to run
me own shoot and force Brian Aldridge out of the market. Oh and
I'd buy Grandad o new pipe so thaf | could throw shot stinking old
one info the bin when he wosn't looking.”

Usha Gupta, solicitor

'First of all 1'd like to pay for my Auntie Satya 1o be able to fravel
and see alf her relatives that she misses so much. She‘d go
first-class everywhere and be treated [ike the queen
she is. Then I'd set up a trust fund to provide proper
legal representafian for these special cases that fall
through the net and don’t get the help they need.
Too mony people, especially immigrants, don't
understand the low or know their rights."

THE ARCHERS ANNUAL 2001 = 10



Nigel Pargetter, laird of Lower Loxley

Jeun-Paul, master chef at Grey Gables

‘Oh | say, steady on. That sort of thing hasn't huppened fo me since
Matron pulled my name out of the hat and ! wos allowed
to sit next to her in chepel. Well there’s no denying that
a few of the readies would come in handy affer all
we've laid out af Lower Loxley in the past year, plus
the double expense of the twins, God hless them.
Then there’s paying off any more debis Mummy might
have piled up without telling me. And buying her a nice
villa in Spain would improve our relationship, for a while.”

Lynda Snell, receptionist of Grey Gubles

‘I suppose 1'd put Robert back info business for himself aguin. But
my great secret ambifion is to build my own theatre in the
grounds of Ambridge Hall. Well if Sam Wanamaker con
doit, so can .
Then | tould employ some really excellent, dassically
trained actors, and not have to put up with the
amateur drass like | do now.
0f course they would olf stay in the Hall ond we'd have
sumptuous post-show suppers.”

Jolene Rogers, the Lily of Layton Cross

‘If I had all that money ¥ could buy up o swish recarding studic and
moke all my own (Ds, couldn’t 17 Or | could stay in o five-siar hotel
in Marbello and laze by the pool oll doy drinking beer. Just imagine
me in my best bikini viled up in the sun...

Siobhan Hathaway, doctor’s wife

‘like on the National Lottery you meon? Well we had the
Sweepstake in Irelond for years and people got so worked up about
it. I'm not sure that | approve, really. It's just the thought of all
those people who can ill-afford it having their hopes raised and then
dushed again. Could | set up a public library in Ambridge? There's
never been one os for as | know.”

‘First, | would have the greatest pleasure in telling Madome Woolley
what exactly she could do with her boiled beef and carrats, plum
duff, bread and butter pudding, and all the ather boring English
dishes she tries to force on to the Grey Gables menu. Then hoving
upset the apple wagon, | would find o pluce ta sef up my own
restaurant where gaod French cooking is really appreciated, and
where they have never even heard of Grey Gables. My friend, he is
recommending Stirchley. Do you know of such a place?

Hayley Jordan, nonny

'Ive often thought abaut this. When | see all those
poor kids on the television in Kosovo and places
like that, with no one to look after them. | could
buy up a big house, like Arkwright Hall, or
perhaps even go abroad and set up o home for
them — a place where the children could be
properly looked after by nurses and doctors and have
enough to eot’

Clarrie Grundy, barmaid and yoghurt maker

‘It's o bit late for that now in't it? We could have done with o lottery
win last year. | always soid though that if | won a millien I'd buy
Eddie and me a little place in France in the country. Oh it was really
lovely there. A bit old-fashioned, using horses and all that, but it
was so peaceful, like I've always wanted [ife to be.”

© BB( Radio Borseishire

BBC RADIO BORSETSHIRE FM 87.3
THE WAYNE FOLEY BREAKFAST SHOW
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M9 Sin Gym at Barchester Leisure
Gentre

Sid and Jolene's hideaway. Working out
paid off in a hig way for Sid: he lost
weight and gained the adoration of the
Lily of Layton Cross when their eyes met
across the chest expanders. Now she's
pulling pints alongside him at The Bull,
he has the benefit of her 360D figure on
a reqular basis. If Sid had foreseen the
result of the encounter, would he have
kept his mind on his bench presses?

J11 10 Meadow Rise, off
Sebastopol Road

‘Net much of a meadow about it,' said
Joe when the Grundys were re-housed
in this council flat. Young Edward
rebelled at being forced to share a room
with his snoring Grandad, while
neighbours complained to the council
that they were illegally keeping ferrets in
the fiat. Poor Joe was like a fish out of
water and his decline made Eddie
determined to get the family back to
Ambridge.

J9 BBC Radio Borsetshire

Rrenda Tucker is serving her
apprenticeship here, waorking reguilarly
with presenter and local celebrity
Wayne Foley,

J8 Ambridge Organics

Once a video shop, now Pat and Tony's
latest venture into sales of organic food.
Expensive wooden fittings and concealed
lighting give it a modern 21%-cantury
look, rather than a rustic, bearg-and-
sandals style. But is Helen the right
choice as manager?

M10 The Cheese Centre -
Felpersham Road

Stockist of Anng Baxter's high quality
cheeses. He en worked for Anne on her
placement and was given good
references and the promise of a job,
which didn’t interest her. Why be
someone’s lagkey when you can rule
the roost?

K11 The Canning Factary

Sir Sidney Goodman is a self-maoe man
and his factory has provided local jobs
for decades. Not renowned for his

enlightened approach to labour relations
{he ensured Usha Gupta lost a lucrative
client when she had the temerity to act
for his warkers), St Sidney and his
Spanish wife Mercedes have long
presided over Borsetshire society and
are cronies of Jack Woolley. Wisely,
Eddie did not apply to him for a job.

K9 Borchester Register Office
Where the hatched, matched ard
despatched get ertesed in the book. It
was here that Debbie became Mrs
Simon Gerrard. A lovely day, but where
was Briar? Alice was the ring-bearer,
watched by Jennifer and Phoebe. No
bridesmaids and no white Rolls-Royce,
but Tony at the wheel of a decorated
farm tractor and trailer conveyed the
happy couple te the Grey Gables
reception.

K9 Hurry That Curry

{attached to Bombay Duck)

Eddie's shari-lived evening job delivering
Indian curry on the back of a moped was
based here. Simon and Debbie were not
pleased by his special delivery.

L9 (off map) Building Site

Location of Eddie's brief spell as a
digger-driver. He's got the repartee to be
a huilder, but does he have the
cleavage? The regular money helped for
a while but all work and no Shires make
Eddie short-tempered and he didn’‘t
enjoy the close supervision of a
sarcastic foreman.

K8 Barchester Green School
When the Grundys lived in Borcaester,
Edward could walk to school, but the
atmosphere at Meadow Rise made him
restless and unhappy. At least on the
school bug he could keep ug with the
gossip and eye up the girls at the
same time.

J10 St Thomas More Roman
Cathalic Church

There is na Roman Cathaolic Church in
Ambridge, so doctor's wife Siohhan
Hathaway has to make regular
pilgrimages inte Borchester to worship
at St Thomas Morz. She was there to
attend the Good Friday vigil.




igs have loomed large in Susan
Carter’s life. much to the
- dismay of this social-climbing
husband Neil
adores rearing them — and it was 2 pigs
after all, that brought the couple
together — but for Susan, porkers

mother-of-two. Her

symbolise everything she is trying to
escape: the smells, the dirt, the
vulgarity of life as an impoverished
farming family. ‘

Poart Sumn 1Y alysidys ALEITH fuaf just
when her hopes Af% shoot w0 be
(rabised they are cruelly dashed to the
jerott yet RTINS the yrary Mnes Ties
husband Neil low frrs by 42 & yales mep
for the -anbissl feods frm Borchester
AdilE e Carten have Jivel 3 hasnd-to
outh existence.

Susan has struggted on betnging U
a litle money from her pare ame joi
while Nett gets work whereye! lie can
in the swawberry geason he works 1
smaltholding i partneni iy with Mike
TJucket, but most of the Qme 1S casial
cmployment 0 supplrment what he
enyoys Most and Swean hatin - working
with his own outdoor breeding herd
of prgs-

When Phi Archer offered Neil 2
Jooking after an expanded P8
operation \rookficld, Susan W
aitooe & even though Neil would be
happy and would work reguiar hes
for a fxed wage s before the
Carters could enjoy ot good fuik
the Archers decided to ahandon the

joh

project a5 part of sereamlining At
Brookfield. {£ was Jeft to Davd Archer
to break the nCWS hat Neil wus 70
Jonget wanted. A Fore e
rerated: | don'l Vo why Yo e

Susan

NAME: SUSAN CARTER née HORROBIN
BORN: 10 October 1963

ADDRESS: Mo 1 The Green, Ambridge.
FAMILY: Matried fo Neil. One daughter,
Emma {born 1984 and one sof,
Christopher (born 1988)
OCCUPATION: Doctor s receptionist,
assistant in the village shop: freelance
literary. fypist

HOBBIES: Kniffind; Wormen's Institufe;
becoming ypwardly mobile

PAST SINS: Served prison senfence for
Jheltering brother Clive after armed raid
on village shop: nagging

for it. They just treat you like a
doormat’. And there may be some
¢ruth in that.

You can’t blame Susan for trying o
escape from her upbringing as a
Horrobin. The Horrobins have long

had a reputation 10 Ambridge as 00—

hopers and trouble-makers. S0 when
she became involved with young,
Dbright farmhand Neil Cartet she felt

all her troubles Were over. Even when
she became pregnant by him he did
<ho diecent thing il oorarsied et

The trratde
have always far v oceded those of Neit.
She hated 1t when b ehRe home
wnetting ol the pIpTY g it was at her
insistepee oA Je sppliect for the
arhite—cuiar jolbr at Norcheites vialls.
He loathed the it and tnefease life
but  Susan

15 Susans aspirstion

was inm et slement,
particu]ar]y when she began 0 ger
work that hifted ey, st 4 yimle up the
soctal ladder

She camit rumbling dowi, however,
when het brother Chive, impnsonud
for his part 1 armed yaid op the
Village Shop. escaped and firced Susan
to hide him from the P lLice. The et 18
sentence. and
disgrace as the swster @t inil-bird. She
alingns ost Neil, 110, e Pne AN ot
Wity Travis, whey W guick o

hstoty — @ prisonl

seize the oppormuty ol Swsan s
prmpReary shienie

When  MNetl resigned from
Borchester Mills on @ poult al

prnciple, he wan relieved o return 1o
farming. Susan Was Jevastated and has
foatid it hanl o conte o terms with
che fact thae Abe will afwayy hivs 0
share her husband with s PIgs-

Highs

S e —— —

1983 Wi Pirey e PR at vilage
fter; Mol tuilds 1 0 psar ond o
blossoms.

1983 Romanhic weekend 1 london
with Neil. She’s pregnant and he
wants to marry her. Phew!

1991 Her boss Cameron Frosar
encouroges her o learn computer
oills — she's on her way BP-
1999 She types VP julia Pargeter’s
caunchy novel and knlis o beautife!
baby shawl which yulia poases off 0>
her own WOrK.

Lows

1984 Doughter Emma born
prematorely and develops jaundice.
1988 Gives birth to Christopher
ond blomes hatselt for bis homeiip
andl <lof palstio gusan |y revoled
Ty fhee aigghe al him

1993 Sontonced 103X eomihs for
seshing lo. peovert e coutse of
O - (ustics. Nell geta jeatued wifls
lorsty former's wils Moutean Trans
1994 Susan’s white-collar hopes tor
Neil are shattered when he loses his
job at porchester Mills.

What if...

Sysan had liked pigs @ bit more?

Charlotte Martn
A S
Charlotte was born at
Fontaneblean Ne= Farm, whers
her father was working 1 NATO
headquarters, but she grew P in
<alihll, She went-to he
Birmms__r,ham']'heatrc Sehool und
Jeer first proi:;::'.-.unu'. role was 11
[he Imwortanee Heirtg Larmdit 1
Birminghan ftep. She has
wilwequently ywt'nrn-.ml it the
two-halder Ailut for the
Midlands Arts Lense and in The
Ambridge Paponyl tout of 1990.
Her TV credits mcude 1He
History Man, Howard’s Way and A
Very Peculiar Prctice. She was ina
video for the grou¥ |54l and
had a part 1 the film 1 Bought @
Vampire Motarcycle. Radio work
mciudies JLEIEEItE Afteriinid
Theatre nd Garurdey Nigh!
Tiscotre producnons far Badin 4
hastotee fves W Hirmiaghal
with her |j1sband and two
daughters. She bas warked as 4
clprmaigraphet anct a4 Aance
wather hut Al (rtOAS WAt
short stories and poetry. 11 1909,
Wy pradugied frowm the
LUlnversaty of Thrsstitgham with
a BSc in psychology.



THE BACKGROUND
The time has come for Phil Archer to take a lesser role
in the running of Brookfield Farm, leaving David and
Ruth, who are alrcady partners, in control. Recent
events have shown that, with their growing tamily, David
and Ruth need the sizeable farmhouse as their home.
Phil and Jill on the other hand would like to spend cheir
retirement sonicwhere a bit smaller and easier to run.
Ilowever Brookfield Tarm is the Archer famuly’s
inheritance, to be handed down for the benefit of tuture
generations. [f the farm is made over to David and Ruth
there arc implications for Kenton, Shula and Elizabeth,
and their children. Phil and Jill considered the problem
from every angle before finally seeking the advice of
their accountant.

ProrPosal

THE

Their accountant proposed that Phil and Jill move out of
Brookfield and buy a new home for around £200,000,
handing over the farm to David and Ruth. To raise the
necessary capital he recommended they sold a part of the
Brooktield land to the young couple at 75 per cent of
the market valuc. In addition Phil and Jill would require
an annual pension to cnable them to enjoy their
reticement. After their parents died Shula and Lhzabeth
would each get half of the value of the new house.
Kenton was not a cause for concern because he had
been piven his inheritance in advance some years
previously — to help him out of yet another of his
financial scrupes.
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A FAREWELL TO PIGS

It's not just the end of pig preduction at Hollowtree,

it's the end of an era. A large part of Phil’s life has
revolved cround pigs. Even his engagement to
Grace Fairbrother was dependent on him earning
enough money from pig-breeding to marry her. Phil
was heartbroken, but the pigs had te go because, as
he reluctantly explains:

"The high pound is sucking in pig meat imports from
everywhere and has ruined the UK pig industry.

‘In addition, Britain has outlowed the stall-and-
tether system for sows, so production costs are
higher. But the UK imports pig meat from countries
where the stall-and-tether system is still allowed.

‘And because of BSE, UK pig formers are not
allowed to use meat-and-bone meal in their rations,
though other countries can. This adds £5 per pig to
UK preduction costs, as more expensive protein
sources have to be used. In Switzerland, imported
pig meat preduced to a lower standard than Swiss
meat has to carry a warning lobel saying so. Not
the case in Britain.’

THE REALITY

It the proposal came into effece David and Ruth would
have to find £35,000 a vear out of the business before
making any profit, £18,000 for Phil and Jills pension,
plus around /£ [7,000 for the interest charges on the loan
tor the land purchase. [n real terms Brookfield would
belong to David and his heirs, cutting out his brother
and siseers.

THE RESPONSE

Daviv aND RUTH: Youre talking about £35.000 a
year going our of the farm, before we can begin to pay
ourselves!

Suura: Goodness knows David and Ruth have worked
hard enough for it. And thanks for thinking of me too.

KeENTON: I know TI've had my share of the capical
already but what about the future profies?

EvizaBerH: .Soitall goes to David and Ruth, That'’s
Just not fair. I didn’t know [ had to get up and do the
milking to get my share of the birthright!

IN CONVERSATION
WITH ELIZABETH

You're obviousty upset.

Evnizavevit: Of cowrse 'm upset, wouldn't vou be?
Kenton’ already had his inheritance and Shula’s got
Glebe Cottage. If David has Brookfield there's prectous
lictle left for me. T know I'll get half of Mum and Dad’s
retirement home but that doesnt compare with the
whole of Brookfield Farm. My accountant says it must
be worth at least one and a half million.

You have a beautiful home here. Do you really need
nore inoney?

Fveryone scems to think I'm being greedy and that I've
got morc than enough with Tower T.oxley. No-one
scemis to realise that we've sunk all our capital into the
business or that what we're doing might not work! Nigel
keeps telling me not to worey and we'll be fine but that
Just 1811°t the pomt. [ts a matter of fairness. When all’s said
and done, why shouldn’t the twins have che same
inheritance as David and Ruth’s children, Pip and Josh?
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Your family seems to be torn to pieces over this
issue. Is there no way you can compromise?

I've come up with a perfectly sensible
scheme. [ can share in the profits of
Brookfield as a slecping partner. [ wouldn’
expect to take anything out of the business
at the moment, only if 1t becomes
profitable in the future. At least that way I'll
have some protection and so will the twins.
Quite apart from anything else Pip and
Josh will get something from Ruth’s
parents as well — we've only got Julia, and
she’s more of a liability.

How do your brothey and sister feel about it?

Kenton’s behind me one hundred per cent — buc Shula’s
on Mum and Dad’ side. But then she can aftford to be,
can'’t she?

And what about your heart condition? This can’t be doing
you much good.

You're quite right. If this keeps up T'll wind up back in
hospital in no time!

Nigel, her fusband, padifies

NiGeL: [ think it's all got a bit out of hand. I tell Lizzie
she really shouldn’ worry, the business is running quite
well. And I don’ think she should get so wound up. She’s
got her health to think of, and the twins, as well as all our
plans for Lower Loxley.

Ertzapera: Oh, Nigel!
NIGEL: You know I'm right, Lizzie. As long as we have
each other, we’ll be all right — cverything clse will fall
mnto place given time.

Julia, her mother-in-law, antagonises
Jurra: T simply cannot understand why Ehzabeth 15 so
keen on Brookfield when she has a wonderful home like
Lower Loxley. Many young women would love to be in
her position and I think she’s gone quite mad.

NIGEL: Mummy!

JuLia: 'm only saying what everyone else 1s thinking,
Nigel.

Nigel tries to pacify Lizzie

Kenton agrees with Elizabeth

KeNTON: It's just not on. 1 know that David and Ruth
have worked their socks off but this is too big a reward,
Brookfield belongs to all of us and we should all have

our share.
Shula, her sister, is upset for her parenis

SHULA: As far as 'm concerned its up to Mum and
Dad. I can’t believe how badly FElizabeth and Kenton
have behaved. I'd no idea that they could be so greedy
and so hurtful. T¢’s getting to the point when it looks ay
if they can’t wait for Mum and Dad to die!

Alistaty, Shula’s husband, sits on the feace

ALISTAIR: ['m just amazed at the way Shula and Kenton
have argued and shouted at each other down the phone.
Twins are supposed to be close aren’t they?

IN CONVERSATION WITH
Davip aAanND RUTH

How are you going to make it wotk?

Davip: To be honest I'm not sure. In general terms
we're just going to have to rationalise the business, cut
costs wherever possible, simplify management, and cut
staff, We've talked it all over with a consultant who
suggested that we should get rid of the sheep and
concentrate on milk and cereals. But it looks as if we'll
have to losc Bert Fry as well as Ncil Carter, and I can’t
imagine what that will mean to him and Freda. [t will
break his heart.
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And what about Elizabeth?

Now thats a good question. I've taken all the costings
over to Lower Loxley to show her exactly what the
financial position would be and how untenable it would
be tor her to have shares in the farm. But | just can’t get
through to her. It’s like she’s on a differenc planet.

Ruth, do you feel sympathetic towards your sister-in-law?

RUTH: You must be joging! There's Elizabeth, living in
a stately home with a tairly secure background and two
beautiful babies. What mare does she need?

I understand that you are siill recovering from breast cancer.
Do you think the strain you've been under has had anything
to do with it?

Well 1t certainly hasn't helped. Nothing’s turned out the
way I wanted it to. David and 1 had just started thinking
about another baby but that’s out of the question at the
moment of course. And we cant do anything unul all
this is resolved.

Is there really no weay you can compromise, David?

Davip: T worked out another offer with our
accountant and took that ta Elizabeth. I said if we cver
give up the farm, she can have a share in the procceds of
the sale. But she rejected that. She says were not offering
her anvthing in real terms becavnse we’ll never sell up. [
dont know. All I'm trying to do is find a workable
solution ta an impossible situation! But 'm obviously

wasting my time.

IN CONVERSATION WITH
PHiL anND Ji11

Did you ever think that your retiscment plans would bring
ahont such upset in the fanilfy?

Prir: Certainly not. Jill and | thouglht about it for some
time before tackling our accountant. We thought onr
plan was fair, although it would be hard for David and
Ruth to find enough money from the business to buy us
a house and pay us an annual pension.

JicL: Phil and I never expected Llizabeth to react as she
did. David and Ruth are partners with us and have
worked very hard for the farm. e our family business
which we wanted to hand down to future generations. We
had no intention of hurting Clizabeth's feelings but if we
try to please everybody we'll have to splic up the farm.

What about the plan for rationalisation David and Ruth
have put forward?

PRIL: T was very reluctant but David was adamanc. I'm
particularly upset about losing the pigs and letting down
Neil. David teils mie that I'm hiving in the past and that
theres neither money nor security in pigs these days but
[ find 1t very difficult to accept.

Jitr: Whichever way we turn we wind up doing the
wrong thing. Phil says Elizabeth is jusc going to have to
accept our plan as it stands. There seems to be no
reasoning with her and we know chat David has
genuinely tried to work our a scheme to satisfy her.

I any case you've had other things w think about

PutL: We certainly have, I've had to keep an eve on Jill
I can tell you. We knew Elizabeth was going to have an
opcration on her heart but Ruth took us completely by
surprise.

Jite: I can still remember how mortified T was when
she told us, because I'd jumped to completely the wrong
conclusion — [ thought she was pregnant. And she was in
hospital very quickly after that, and then into
chemotherapy. She's still not fully out of the woods vet
but we are very hopeful.

And the inlevitance struggle?

JiLtL: Oh we're not thinking about that at the moment,
are we Phil? Something like this puts everything into
perspective. We'll sort something out in the end I'm sure,
and in the meantime 1t will just have to wait.

GOODBYE NEIL
AND BERT?

With no pigs to ook affer Neil Carter had to be
told there wasn’t o job for him after all. He took it
hard, although he undersiood that the Archers had

no choice in the matter.

Next to go at Brookfield could be farmhand Bert
Fry. David and Ruth will do their best to keep him
on without cutting his hours oo much. They are
fighting to stay cfloat now and Bert's survival on the
farm hangs in the balance.
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Ruth’s darkest hour

When her character, Ruth Archer,
developed breast cancer, Felicity Finch
turned to real-life sufferers to help her
portray the anxiety and distress of the
killer disease

Ruath Archer, wife of David Archer and mother of
Pip, seven, and three-year-old Josh, discovered a lump
in her breast a few weeks before her 32nd birthday. It
turned out to be a malignant tumour and she had to
have her breast removed, followed by a course of
chemotherapy.

For an actor, such a sombre storyline demands
sensitivity combined with a cool appreciation of the
medical facts, explains Felicity Finch.

“When I heard that Ruth was to have breast cancer
I was overwhelmed by the huge challenge. 1 knew
there would be listeners with breast cancer, and others
knowing somcone with the disease.

‘f read the
Breaktlirough Cancer Handbook, which covers diagnosis

everything relevant, including

10 operation, the after care, and several case histories.
] listened to an American radio programmnie where
people talk about their cancers. I was also moved by a
book by journalist Ruth Picardie, Before I Say
Goodbye, which s made up mainly of newspaper
columns she wrote in the months
leading up to her death from breast
cancer. These are my props which I
refer to when [ receive a new batch
of seripts.

‘l also spoke to two women who
previously had breast cancer, and
before recording [ checked on how
they reacted at each swtage of the
disease’

Working with Tim Bentinck,
who plays David Archer, is great, she
says, ‘We know each other well, and he had the
experience of worry when his children were il as
babies. Because Tim got a part in a film we had to
record several episodes together over a short space of
time, including the scenes when the oncologist says

When | heard that Ruth
was to have breast cancer
{ was overwhelmed by the

huge challenge. | knew

there would be listeners

with breast cancer, and

others knowing someone
with the disease.

it’s cancer, and later, when we tell Phil and Jill. It really
flowed and everyone treated us with great sensitivity!

To prepare for the mastectomy, Felicity had to
consider how a woman used to being in complete
control of her life and health would teel to wake up
without a breast and with having to take advice from
the oncologist and breast care nurse.

Back Irom hospital Ruth had to
rest and not work. ‘It’s unbearable for
such a physical person. She can't do
much for Pip and Josh. Not having
children myself it was difficult to
react when Ruth feels she may dic,
there for them.

and not be

Undergoing the chemotherapy
frearment and C.oping one daly at a
time produced feelings of mixed
emotions.

‘At the end of the day 'm an
actor and ! just get on with it. | draw on mry 13 years
being Ruth and hope that the reality of the scenes
will work, but in the back of my mind are all thosc
women who are suffering or who have suftered the

trauma of the disease.”
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RoguesGallery

In a departure from its usual Brit Art sensibilities, the new
Lower Loxley art gallery hosts a one-off show, recaliing
Ambridge's bad boys and girls in a series of all-too-lifelike
portraits. Those who said Came-on Fraser and Simon
Pemberton should hang are about to get their wish ...

MATT CRAWFORD

SIMON PEMBERTON

Mad, bad and dangerous to know The rich buily boy

Hard-hitten boss of Barchester Land, mean Matt
Crawfarc hasn't won any hearts in Ambridge. A
businessman, he knows precious little about the
countryside and villagers doubt he can tell one end
of a cow from the ather. Sadly, he thinks he's ane
for the ladies bt he couldn't tempt Debbie
Aldridge, who feund his wide-hoy charms about as
appealing as foot-ard-mouth.

He qot his revenge though, by scuppering her
p.ans for Grange Farm. Having relished evicting the
Grundys, he took even greater delight n flogging it
as a 'tay' farm - the farmhouse with & mere five
acres attached — and absorhing the rest intg
Borchester Land.

The only positive thing you car say abaut
Crawiord is that he's a match for Brian Aldridge,
outmanoeuvring him over the Grundy affair so that
Brian wound up with the blame.

Brian’s still smarting frarn that one. And 'Mad’
Matt is still smiling.

Ta |, dark, handsame, rich — Simon seemed perfect
son-in-lawe material to most Ambridge matrons, who
were more than ready to clasp him to their maternal
bosoms But the signg that all was not well beneath
the caal, gertlemanly exteriar were \here from the
start Simon was rotten to his father, the
distinguished Guy Pembertan, vile to the Grundys
and a bit odd with his lady friends.

As landawner of Ambridge's Berrow Fstate,
Simon sprang to ignominy when he was ramed as
the second worst landlord in the country by The
Land is Qurs Campaign. He was nominated for his
mistreatment of the Grundys, and for his attempt to
maximise ¢ash profits from his estate at the
gxpense af the land and his tenants. It didn't bother
him mugh.

In love, he was equally self-seeking. He oiled his
way into Shula Hebden's geod graces by being kind
1o her small son Daniel, but had no compunctian
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about two-timing her with an old flame. When she
challenged him, he lashed out at her.

Shula kept quiet about what had happened,
watching with some concern when he moved on to
Debhie Aldridge. Simon courted Dehbie zealously,
but she grew increasingly unhaapy at his freatment
of the Grundys. When she realised she could never
love a man like him, he lost contrel — and Debbie
received a violent beating.

The whale miserable busiress came out in
courl when he had to plead quilty to assaulting her.
He was ordered to pay costs ard a small amoJnt in
compensation, but was giver a conditional
discharge. Shula, Debbie and the rest of Ambridge
were aghast,

He quickly packed his elegant luggage and lefl
for Dubai, much to the reliet of the same matrons
who had held such high hapes when he first arrived
in Ambridge.



PADDY REDMOND

He done Jennifer wrang

In 1965, philanderer Paddy Redmond arrived in
Ambridge to work for Dan Archer, full of Irish
blarney. He captivated a few hearts, incluoing that of
the young Jennifer Archer, wha succumbed ta his
charms only for Fim to return from holiday engaged
to arotrer woman. Two months later his fiancee,
Mora McAuley, arrived fram Belfast to work behind
the bar at The Bull.

Paddy soon tired of domestic bliss and headed
off, leaving behind a devastated Nora and a pregnant
Jennifer. Fourteen years later in 1981, he dropped
inte The Bull seaiching for Nora. Looking prosperous.
he was on his way to a farm manager's job in Ulster.

When Jennifer, now Mrs Brian Aldridge. saw him
with Nara she panicked. She had never told Paddy
atout their san, Adam. It was laft (o Nora to spill the
beans. Once Paday knew, he telephoned Jennifer
ask ng her ta bring Adam ta The Feathers so that they
cauld meet.

Brian stopped Jennifer from going. vient to meet
Paddy himsell and threatened legal action if he made
any move to see Adam. With the luck of the Irish
Paddy did bump into Jennifer and Adam by accident
before he left, and so caught a glimpse aof tre son and
wife he might have had.

Not the laughing policeman

In the 1850s Ambridge had a succession of village
bobhies, all brought up in the “Evenin’ all" schaol of
Dixon of Dock Green. Then along came young Dave
Barry. He wasn't a lowly constable, he was a
detective sergeant, ard he never let you forget it. He
was also deeply unpapular.

In 1982 he arrested Nelson Gabnel or
suspicion of handling stolen goods in his antiques
shep. but had to release him owing 1o lack of
evidence. Nelson couldn’t resist a quiet smirk.

In the same way he was more than ready to
charge Eddie Grundy with rustling cattle fram Home
Farm until lack of evidence forced him to drop that
case 100. 'Jusl you wait, Eddie Grundy,” Dave Barry
often proclaimed. Eddie is still waiting.

Dave joined the Grey Gables Golf Club. and was
drawn to p ay against the deputy chief constable in
a tournament. When he lost, his cadcie, who
happened to be Eddie Grundy, enlivene the
proceedings by suggesting that Dave had
deliberately played badly to please the sen.or officer.
No-one gisagreed.

The entire village knew when Dave became
involved with young teacher Kathy Hoi'and. Their
tempestuous relationship iasted for two years until
Kathy decided to warry Sid Perks. Even then the
unctuous Dave didn't give up, and offered rather
mere than tea and sympathy when Kathy's marriage
went through a bad spell.

After Kathy finished their affair, Dave realised
that he was gaing nowhere. Severe depression
followed, and, having learned nothing from all his
experiences in Ambridge he tried to cheer himself
up by telling all to an amused Nelson Gabrigl.

There were no tears in Ambridge when in 1890
NS Dave Barry decided that enough was enough
and applied for a transfer to St Albans
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Cameron the Cruel

There is nne name that will always be greeted with
hastility wherever it's heard in Ambridge: Cameron
fraser.

This apparently gentle Scat was full of charm
and sophistication when he armved in 1990. He had
nought the Berrow Estate and spent a great deal an
renovating the Dower House as his home. The staff
were all assured that their jobs were safe in his
hands, and everything in the Cameron Fraser garden
seemed rosy.

Rosy enough far Caroline Bone o fall for him —
she was recovering from her fruitless affair with Dr
Iathew Thoregoad, and Cameran appeared to be
the dashing, successful man of her dreams. In time,
Caroline hegan Io see through the iagade, and when
she made it known that she had finished with
Cameran, Elizateth Archer was ready ang willing to
take her place.

By then Cameron had managed to raise quite a
few hackles in Ambridge. Peggy. row Mrs VWaoiley,
was glad to end her job in the Fstate Office; Shiia
clashed with him over his treatment of tenants: and
when Mike Tucker lost ar eye whie warking for the
estate it was farm manager Geoff Whlliams whom
Cameron held responsible for the accident.

Elizabeth was besotted with Cameron, but the
crunch came when she tald Fim that she was
pregnant and wanted to have his baby. From his
reaction to the news, it was clear that he did nat
share her cesire,

By now the pleasant Fraser mask was slipping
fast. His company in Seotland was an the verge of
bankruptcy, and his many clients were asking what
was happening o their mongy. Embezzlement was
the name of his game and it hadn't paid off.

Cameron reassurea Elizabeth by telling her that
their future together needed careful planning and
suggested they take a holiday. It was an the way to
this holiday that poor. trusting, pregnart Elizabeth
was unceremanially left at a motonway service
station. Like a bag ot dirty laundry she was dumped.
while Cammeron sped away.

As the news spread, many peaple in Ambridge,
including Carcling and Mys Antrabus, revealeg how
much money they had invested in Cemeron's
schemes — money they were never 10 see again.

It's now nine years since he disappeared.
Surely even he wouldn't be feolish enough to show
his face in Ambridge again —would he?
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NAME: REY JANET FISHER

BORN: 1960s

ADDRESS: The Vicarage, Darringfon
OCCUPATION: Vicar of the Amvale
Parishes

HOBBIES: Charity walks, crickef,
amateur dramatics, keeping fit,
Beating the Bounds

PAST SINS: Befween Janet and

her Maker
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ert Fry’s
ardening Tips

He's more of a Percy Thrower than a Charlie Dimmock but what Bert Fry doesn't know
about gardening in Ambridge you could write on the back of a seed packet. He's sharing his

seasonal tips, starting here with what to do in the garden in winter and spring.

ALILET

If you're thinking about turning over some soil that's not been
cultivated before, don’t wait until the frost has a hold — otherwise
you're fikely to break the handle of your spade or even your arm.

Then there’s the question of what to add to the soil. For this you
need to ask someone with 2 little local knowledge. What's
good for Ambridge may nat he right over
Felpersham way. Don't ask in the garden centre
or they'll try and sell you this, that and the
other. A neighbour will know best and if
luck’s on your side he’ll come and give you

a hand.

There’s nothing like a good bit of digging

to warm you up on a cold day. Over at

Woodbine Cottage there used to be a robin

who would come down when I was digging.

Looking for earthworms, he was. T'd put my spade in

the ground and he'd perch on the handle and wed look at each
other for a while before he'd fly off.

‘March winds and April’s showers
Bring forth May’s flowers’

Then there’s those shrubs, froit trees and roses from the nursery
to get in. If the ground is tao hard or too frosty they can be left
in their wrappings for a few days as long as the roots have
something moist around them. After a few days they can go into
a shallow trench in a sheltered spot.

Keep an eye on the stakes supporting fruit trees. The supporting
straps shouldn’t ke too tight or they’ll cut into the bark. T use a
pair of Freda’s lyle stockings.

A spot of pruning and trimming — 'specially on that copper beech
hedge — clear up the leaves and other debris und then it's time to
go in for a nice cup of tea in front of the fire.

My Freda always insists that I wear my thick coat when [ get into
the garden, as the weather can be treacherons in spring.

‘Keep buttoned up to chin
T:ill May be in’

I was never quite sure whether that meant until the month of
May 1s in or until the may tree is in blossorn, which can be quite
early. Best to make your own decision, 1 reckon. It's the same
with the crop of early potatoes. I know some old gardeners who
swear by putting them in on Good Friday.

I've alrcady got my main crop put to sprout, nicely tucked up
under the shelf in the potting shed. And I've got a few seed boxes
gong, with Brussels sprouts, cabbage and cauliflower.

Now go around where you dug out the seed beds last autumn,
rake off the sticks, clear away dead leaves and break up
large lumps of soil with the back of the rake. And
pull out any weeds that have had the audacity
to grow during the winter. Then rake it unil ¥

¥\
'0‘0“
1IN

the soil looks like crumbs, and it should be
like that about an inch down. If you can't
get your seed n right away cover it with
some polythene.

Have you got a pile of manure ready for
digping in a bit later? No-one in Borsetshire is
too far away from a plentiful supply of manure,
but do make sure it’s well rotted, otherwise ir will do
more harm than gaod.

If youre quick you can still prune your rose bushes and clear out
all the rubbish at the base. And keep an eye on your gooseberry
bushes or the birds will be down picking out the buds. Thosc
pesky blue tits are the worst. Nice to see them in the garden but
they can do a lot of damage when they’re hungry.

Read Bert’s advice for summer and autumn on page 62
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LISTENERS FIGHT BACK!

LIFE AFTER GRANGE FARM...

Eddie Grundy -
Hurry That Curry!

Town life wasn’t what he was used to but Eddie did
his best. His building site job was short-lived while
his night job delivering curry ended abruptly when
he had to deliver to Simon and Debbie Gerrard.
Not only was Debbie the daughter of Brian
Aldridge, whom Eddie blamed for the eviction, but
he'd heard rumours that the couple were going to
rent Grange Farm. It was too much! Enraged, Eddie
hurled the curry on to the doorstep and zoomed
off on his moped, only pausing to give away the
rest of the curries he was supposed to deliver. He
told the manager where to stuff his chappatis and
returned to casual work on the farms.

Clarrie Grundy — This
Ain’t Ambridge

Clarrie hated living in a two-bedroom flat at
Meadow Rise in Borchester. She wasn’t used to the

noise, the dirt or pecple encroaching on her space.
She's had a hard time and will give anyone who
needs it a bit of useful advice.

CLARRIE’S
TOP TIPS

1. Don’t bin the bills

2. Don’t listen to any
of your hushand’s
bright ideas

3. Or his father’s

4. Pay your rent
on time

5. Save something
for a rainy day

6. Never trust
an Aldridge
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Joe Grundy - Anyone
At Home?

Fiat life was not for Joe. He had nothing to

do all day and no-one ta talk to. The old folk’s
luncheon failed to tempt him and the local pubs couldn’t

begin to compare with The Bull. Matters came to a head

when he went missing for two days and was found barely
conscious in a ditch. Eddie promised that when Joe came
out of hospital they would return to Ambridge. A promise

that he kept - although in typical Grundy style!

William Grundy - Thanks
Mrs Pemberton

In true Fairy Godmother style Caroline Pemberton

whisked godson William away to rooms of his own at the
Dower House. His adored Jersey heifer, Baby Spice, was
safe at Brookfield and he even had his own teievision. The

Edward
Grundy -
Room Wanted

Edward (left) refused to sleep in the
same raom as his grandfather,
preferring the settee. He found a soulmate in Jazzer and
annoyed his braother by dropping in at the Dower House.
And when his dad insisted that he couldn't stay on his
own once the family went back to Ambridge, Edward
decided he'd rather sleep in a ‘bender’ than in a caravan
rocked by Joe’s snoring.

The Grundys Are Back

Eddie kept his promise and the Grundys came back to
Ambridge, even though at first it was in a caravan parked
illegally on Estate land. ‘We're back where we belong,’
said Joe, breathing a deep sigh of contentment, as he

only fly in the ocintment is his brother Edward.

It's been a
tough year for
the Grundys.
So tough that
someone
sent Trevor
Harrison who
plays Eddie
a cheque for
£5 to help him out. ‘| haven't
cashed it,’ says Trevor. ‘I'll hang on
to it for Eddie.’

It's been a challenging year for
the actors playing the Grundys, too.
Trevor has mixed feelings. ‘| loved
the chance to play some wonderfuily
dramatic scenes and show a different
side to Eddie — but some of that
emotion was for real.

‘Listeners told me they were sure
that Eddie and Joe would pull
through, like they've done in the
past. They thought we'd find some

treasure, or win the Iottery, or that a
third party would arrive and save us
- perhaps Caroline.

‘Of course the Grundys weren't
saved and that really got to people.
It brought home to them what all the
changes in farming means to small
farmers. From that point of view |
thought it was an especially powerful
story.

‘It also had a knock-on effect on
the development of the boys as
characters. William is the sensible
one of the family. He's becoming
independent and shows no signs of
following in his dad's footsteps.
Edward used to be the good one
with the voice of an angel but now
he’s beccme a chip off the old block,
swigging back the beer and getting
into troubie as a teenage tearaway,
just like Eddie.

‘| was surprised at how emotional

THE ARCHERS ANNUAL 2001 « 2B

looked out towards Lakey Hill. Well — almost.

THE END OF AN ERA FOR EDDIE

| felt about Eddie leaving Grange
Farm, and to tell the truth we all shed
a tear when we recorded the episode
in which we had to sell off the stock.
The director very kindly brought in a
bottle of wine and we sat outside the
studio and carried on talking about
the scene for ages. It's not like a job
where you just take the money and
go home afterwards. The Archers is
a very special institution for the
actors as well as everyone else.

'A couple of weeks after the
Grundys left Grange Farm for good
| went on a trip and as we drove
past a couple of farms | suddenly
thought to myself: Oh, I'm not in a
farm any more!

'I've been a Grundy at Grange
Farm pretending to milk cows for
more than 21 years. It’s the end of an
era professionally as well as
personally.’



Jorwenna’s Nagie

Are you a noble elm or a loving apple? Cheek New Age guru Morwenna's
birihday ehari for your woodland bivth sign. but turn the page {o discover what

free warden George Barford makes of it all

Birth Dates Tree Key Quality Characters

December 23 - January 1 Apple loving Debbie Aldridge

January 2 - Januan 11 Fir miysterions Pat Areher, Jennifer Aldridge
lanuary 12 - January 24 Elm noble

Januvary 25 - Febrary 3 Cypress faithful Rathy Perks. Roy Tucker
February 4 - February 8 Poplar uneeriainty

February 9 — February 18 Cedar confidence Wiltiam Grundy, Tony Archer
February 19 — Febroary 29 Pine particalar Tomnmiy Areher

Mareh 1= March 10 Weeping Willow  melancholy

Mareh 11— March 20 Lime reluctance Eddie Grundy

March 21 0ak strength

March 22 — March 31 llazelnut extraordinary

April 1 = &pril 10 Rowan sensitivity Caroline Pemberton, Robert Snell
April 11 — Aprit 20 Maple independence  llelen Archer

April 21 = April 30 Wilnui passion Elizabeth ®argetter. Phil Archer
May 1 —May 14 Poplar uncertainty Clarrie Grundy

May 15 — May 24 Chestnut hovesty Neil Carter

May 25 - June 3 Ash ambition Lynda Soell

June 4 - June 13 [Hornheam good aste Nigel Pargetier, Sid Perks
June 14 — Jupe 23 Fig sensibility Ruth Archer

June 24 Birch inspirational

June 235 = July 4 Apple toving

July 5 = July 14 Fir mysterious

luly 153 —July 25 Elm noble Jack Woolley

luly 26 — August 4 Cypress faithful Bedty Tucker,

August 3 — August 13 Poplar unceriainty Shula Hehden Liayd, Kenton Archer
August 14 — August 23 Cedar confidence lulia Pargetter

Angust 24 — September 2 Pine particular

September 3 — Sepiember 12 Weeping Willow  melancholy

September 13 — September 22 Lime reluctance Joe Grundy. David Areher
September 23 Olive wistlom

September 24 = October 3 Nazelnut exiraordinary  Kate Aldridge. Jill Archer
October 4 — October 13 Rowan sensitivity Susan Carter

October 14 — October 2: Maple independence - Tom Forrest

Octoher 24 — November 11 Walnut passion George Barford

November 12 — Nevember 21 Chestnut honest Peggy Woolley, Brian Aldridge
November 22 — December 1 Ash ambifion Mike Tucker

December 2 - December 11 Hornheam good taste

December 12 — December 21 Fig sensibility Christine Barford

December 22 Beech creativity
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The common wild apple tree, known
as Crab Apple, is found in untended
woods. Bushy and tangled, its long
shoots often stick out of the
framework. The bright green leaves

its acorns are much enjoyed by pigs.

This sounds like my brother-in-
law Phil Archer. He's been
steadfast at the heart of Ambridge
since 1951 and he’s still going

A graceful, attractive tree,

sometimes called the Lady of the

- Waoods, the Beech stands upright
~with a network of fine branches. The

wood is hard and strong. The Rev

| .. JanetFisher isa graceful person,
very strong and hard-wearing, and

and she's certainly upright and
strong. And remember her part in
the Millennium Wood? She got the
village to provide saplings and
persuaded the Aldridges to spare
the fang.

are simple with a bluntly-poinied tip,
and edges like tegth on a saw. It
produces crah apples in autumn.
Simpie but lovable? One bloke
fits that tag perfectly ~ Eddie
Grundy. He’s a bit on the wild and
untended side, too, even though
Clarrie does her best. Aye, Eddie’s
much loved, but certainty dense,

0Oak is known to all as the national
tree of England, once used to
provide the sturdy load-bearing
beams of a house. The bark
becomes rough and fissured as it
ages. The heartwood is naturally

strong, even if he has siowed down
on the work front.

The Poplar is a tall, thin, elegant tree
with a distinguished outline. It’s
often planted in lines and provides a
barrier against wind, dust and noise.
Which puts me in mind of Brian
Aldridge (some say he’s ‘debonair’,
but I've never seen it meseff), who’s
set his face against the women in
his family over his daughter Debbie’s
madrriage to that Simon tellow. | said
to Christine, there’il be plenty more
dust and noise 1o come before that
family row gets sorted out.
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Now this evergreen tree is one of
our best-loved conifers, Often found
in churchyards, it’s become a
symbol of mourning. The wood was
used for the making of archers’
bows. It has many hranches, & wide,
fluted trunk and what I'd calt a
tenacious hoid on life

Now that has to be our Shula.
As church warden she’s often seen
around St Stephen’s and her Archer
birthright means she knows the
vafue of bows made from yew. She
mourned Mark’s passing but despite
all she’s been through, she enjoys
tife and its challenges to the fuli.



A compact tree with hright green or
purplish twigs, every leaf on the
lower branches has sharp points. its
red berries were used for pagan
ceiebrations for years, fong hefore
they became Christmas decorations.
Kate Aldridge loves that pagan
ritual stuff. Chris says she’s happiest
when left to roam, hoping te find
herself, and that’s why she’s gone to
Merocco. 'Eck of a way to go.

The Silver Birch seeds itself fresly.
it's a gracefu, slender tree, with
yellow mate catkins which droop. In
contrast the female catkins are
smaller and stand tail until they get
teo big, then topple over. it reieases
iots of small seeds in August. That
line dancing woman Jolene Rogers
springs to mind but I'd better not
dwell on her as ] understand she’s
still none too poplar with some!

The elder bush grows wild almost
everywhere in Britain. its twigs are
angular - sturdy with a thick pith,
hut somewhat brittle. The sweet-
smelling white blossom can be
brewed to make a refreshing tea.
The flowers are followed by green
berries whiech turn a purply black
and are then harvested to make
elderberry wine. The oid wood is
hard and horny in texture,

One of my favourites since | was a
fad, the wonderful, the majestic
Horse Chestnut can be seen in
parkland throughout Borsetshire. It's
often planted in an avenue of trees
to display its white, candelabra-like
blassoms. By autumn the tree has
produced its fruit — conkers —
contained within a spiky husk.
{They’re inedible, mind.)

Nigel's mother Julia Pargetter is
my choice for this tree. Handsome
enough but with quite a spiky husk
if cornered.

This attractive tal! tree with lots of
green foliage and pleasant summer
fruits seeds profusely and thrives in
the British countryside. The wood IS
clean and durahle, and used to make
furniture and kitchen utensils.

i think of me sister-in-law Jill
Archer. She's had to be strong this
year what with all the family
troubles. Spends & good deal of time
using kitchen utensils cooking for
the family ~ and think of all those
cakes for Lower Loxley! Unlike poor
Chris who longed for Kids, Jill has
‘seeded profusely’. Her exiended
family increases year by year.
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Poor old Joe Grundy didn't like
being uprooted. That really made
him run wild. I've seen him
wandering aimlessly about,
collecting fruit from the hedgerows.
Joe certainly enjoys a hrew —
whether it's tea or couniry wine ~
but he'd rather have a drop of cider
any day.




Nicholas Parsons

The comedy actor and versatile performer
NICHOLAS PARSONS has a list of credits
ta his name, from The Arthur Haynes
Show and Safe of The Century o The
Aocky Horror Show. To Radio 4 listeners
he is perhaps best kngwn as the witty
and genial chairman of the game show
Just A Minute.

Not many people know this, but Nicholas
is also a keen follower of The Archers and
as he says, ‘an admirer of the high
standard the show maintains in both the
writing and the acting.’

So, as Banwick Green fades away, we
invite him to give us, withcut hesitation,
repetition or deviation, his own amusing
and original ideas for Archers storylines:
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HOME FARM

Kate has returned unexpectediy and has
brought with her a Moroccan boyfriend
called Habib, who she wants to introduce
to her family. Jennifer is, of course,
delighted to see her wandering daughter
again, though not over-enthusiastic about
the handsome new hoyfriend. Brian is
deeply unsettled, and suspicious that
Habib is only courting Kate to persuade
her to marry him so he can gain British
citizenship. He even wonders whether
Kate has been offered money to become
a token bride and the relationship could
all be a sham. This thought occurs to
Brian when he discovers that she has
accepted money from Habib to pay her
fare home and also to buy a property
which she wants to share with Habib
back in Ambridge and have her daughter,
Phoebe, live with her.

THE BULL

Eddie Grundy has been doing the scratch
cards in the Daily Maif. To his surprise
and defight the two amounts on his card
correspond with the amount in the
newspaper. He has won £50,000. They
can pay off their debts. He rushes to The
Bull to tell Clarrie and use the phone to
contact the newspaper and make his
claim. He tells everyone present which
includes Sid, Bert Fry, Jack Woorley,
Peggy, and Kate who has dropped in to



introduce Habib ta an English pub, to
have a drink on him, Sid advises caution
and not to throw his new-found wealth
around. In his exuberant state Eddie
ignores this advice, and while on the
phane puts the scratch card on the bar
counter. There is exciternent while drinks
are set up and Eddie becomes emotional
about the good people of Ambridge. Sid
suggests he should wait until he gets the
money before he buys a round.

Eddie says he phoned the newspaper and
now has to post the card. He then
discovers it is no longer on the counter.
Joe arrives, Eddie meanwhile goes spare,
and starts making accusations. Suspicion
falls on the stranger, which makes Kate
angry and she drags Habib protesting
from the pub. Eddie is shouting for the
police fo be brought in when Bert Fry
wanders from a corner of the pub to
thank Eddie for the drink and ask what
the card he picked from the bar counter
is all about. General relief and laughter
from most of them, but aggressive
remonstration from Eddie directed at Bert
for his innocent but foglish act. Bert’s
ingenuous reply is: ‘| wondered what all
the hubbub was about. | thought it
concerned something valuable, not & bit
of card with numbers on it.'

LOWER LOXLEY

Julia Pargetier has been on holiday to
Spain and while there met a woman who
has introduced her to the joys of

naturism. She regales Nigel and Elizabeth
with the pleasures to be found in
exposing your whole body to the sun and
air. Nigel and Elizabeth treat the
information with some humgur, as another
of Julia’s fads which will soon pass. They
hecome concerned, howsver, when told
this new friend of hers, Sylvie Passmore,
a French woman married to an
Englishman but now divorced, is shortly to
visit and hopes to stay the night. A certain
tension results from this news so Julia
agrees her guest should stay at The Bull.
Julia will babysit that afternoon so
Elizabeth can go out and, as it is a fine
day, she will take the twins into the
garden. She says they will be kept in the
shade, and as a doting grandmother, will
see that the babies come to no harm.

THE BULL

Back at The Bull caim has been restored,
and Clarrie and Joe are thrilled by Eddie’s
windfall. Jack Woolley reminds them that
Habib was very upset and perhaps Eddie
should go in search aof Kate and
apologise.

JEFFERSON CRABTREE,
SOLIGITORS, BORCHESTER
Brian is so unsettled by Kate's Moroccan
friend he contacts Usha to discover the
situation about illegal immigrants and
arranged marriages. While informing him
of the legal implications, Usha counsels
caution as jumping to the wrong
conclusions could create all kinds of
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problems both personally and legally.
Brian is still keen 1o pursug the matter
and discover something about Habib's
hackground.

LOWER LOXLEY

Julia is preparing to take the twins into
the garden when her friend Sylvie arrives.
They all go outside, and as it is a hot
sunny day and a secluded garden, Sylvie
suggests they follow their instincts and
strip off to let the sun and air "caress their
bodies’. It is while they are in this state
that Lynda Snell arrives. She is horrified to
be received by Julia barely covered up
and led into the garden where Sylvie is
now ‘starkers’. Sylvie assumes Lynda has
the same attitude as Julia and extols the
virtues of naturism, and how she is an
ambassador for the movement and

would, with Julia's help, like to bring it to
Ambridge. Lynda rushes off {o organise a
petition to keep something she considers
unwholesome away from the village.

THESE STORYLINES MAY NOW BE FOLLOWED IN
WHICHEVER WAY THE WRITERS WiSH TO TAXE THEM.

Nl S s
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tractive sOhCIEOT Usha Gupta
arrived from London n 1991,
as Mark Hebden’s new partnet
in bis legal practice. Usha tound Mark's
wife Shula rather daunting, D she
p«mmrrcd and they became friends. At
first, vhe thsought the pace of nilluge e
rather slow However, BReritie o know
people In The Bull, 2nd having supper
with fill and Phil, made Usha realise
that Ambridge provided the perfect
antidote 1o the long hours e worked
iy the busy Borchester firm.

Usha was delighted when Ruth and
David Arcber wanted her t© be
godmother to their daughter Pips
although, as 23 Hindu, she had to
decline. Hlowever, 1ke the good fary, at
the christening she prcsentcd Pip with
4 heauuful gown 0 wear, gave Pip bet
blessing, and ceremomally cut chie first
\hie of the splendid calr 1l had adle,

Usha decided to Jve 1 Ambridge
and bought Blossom Bill Cottage, but
thad 1o rethunk her futare whetl Mark
died She eventually opted to METES
the law pracuce with Felpersham-
based solicaors Jetferson Crabtres

Usha stayed on at the cottage U
Ambridge and  seon
romautically avolved with the dinhy
doctor, Richard Locke. Her brogher
Shiv was one of the few who had
reservations aboli! Ruchard and never
rruly approved of the relavonship,
although he did his best t© like the
docvat for bis nter ) seke.

Not evetyone 4 pleased to $¢€
Usha 1n Ambridge and she became the

became

vleritn oF systeypane racist attacko. Ber
car wa broken JVATTITe deliveicd,
graffid scrawled on the cortage wall,

NAME: USHA GUPTA

BORN: Lo

ADDRESS: Hlova! 4|l Catofe
Wt Soheiul

FAMILY: (ino ' putinniy ared e A oliff
Satya live in Wolverhampton. Brathu
Shiv lives in |eicester

HOBBIES: Salsc dancing, gardening
PAST SINS: More sinned agamst

than sinning

and  fimally che was spmyed with
AamIMonia. Ruchard’s prote ctive nsincts
Wt w0 srottsed by this foul prearment,
that he reahsed 1t Was jove. and moved
in with her

Eventually, a local g3 includiog
Roy Twcker Wwas found o be
responisihle Although she came to
understand  that the nave Roy had
been fed asrav by thuigs, Wsha found it
hard to forgive b g dhe wan at beart
Jhle 1 aties huyl halp when he needed
jt, represenung hun in his paterniry
battle with Kate Aldndge

As well as spheung her time benween
the Borchestet and Felpersham ofticen,
Ugsha is stadymg for hor Higher Cowt
Advocacy aghts gualibicatian, which
will enable her to carry out e work
of a bayrister 1o & Crown ColTt.

Sadly, while all Usha’s attennion was
o her wotk, Richard fell in love with
Shala Hehden and thie two had 3 wrnd
affair. When Shula rejected Ruchard be
left Ambridge for Manchester.

Morrified, Usha found Richard and
Shulas treachery hard to bear. It was
1.6 ta Ruth Axcher to get het buck m
circulation, although a salsa class wasn't
the first remedy that sprang © Ruth’s
miind! Usha's Auntie Satya was 1 her
element, providing delicious food and
camne adviee i equal guARtITIES

Anud a grest Amal of pubhicity; Lisha’s
client Tommiy Archer wa acquitted
whist T was Charged with Jamaging 3
test plot of genetically modified o1
seed yapu belonging to Brian Aldridge.

Fonhaght, cleves and caring, Usha
lias roufhit o poactieal und
emotional support o her many
Ambridge chients.

Highs

1991 New o Ambridge, she wins
friends by giving @ sl to fha Wi on
the Indion Woy of Lite.

1993 Gives Pip Archer a silk
christening gown and cuts the first
Jice of the special cake.

1994 Buys Blossom Hill Cottage.
1999 Has professiono\ sUCCess
whan Tommy Ascher 13 acquitad ©
criming! damoge charges tor
wrashing his uncle’s trial GM crop.

Lows

—— e ————

1994 is devastated when her
solicitor partner Mark Hebden dies
in @ =or crosh Sha sorfs out his
offairs with hix widow, Shula
1995 Becomss victim of systematic
rocist oftgeks ana o sprayed with
ammonia by Jocal gang.

1998 Furious to discover Richard
Lacks 13 howng @ wildd offir with
Shula.

What if...

Richard hadn’t noticed Shulal

Souad Faress

Souad thinks s ime Usha
pepped Mp her soctal hife and ter
lave life ‘Usba should be courted
by lots of Jifferent men, she says-
‘Che really needs some attennon.
She deserves to he ® it
Porn i Ascris, Gl Souad
moved e 3 child o vhe seande
resopt of southport i) Lancusiize,
where she snccumbed © bouts of
: monds, When freat aunt
inok bz T e WWhite Hene Dty
she was overwhelmed by the
colout, Music and dancing and a»
sOON as she Wi old enough,
headed off to the Guldhall
Ychool of Music it London
TV appearances have inchided
st Enden, Prime Sugpat il
Inspectnr Mirst, Hijark s Mogradahon
and Shalom! Slaarnt, while for
cadle she was ay Celestial Coty and
Whost fs T gl 7 Her fim
credits include My Beantiful
-lmmwr&{muury af Np Returtt
and the titie ole 1 Third Woman.
Mot af Semad’s ather tnteessrs
sttt work-selated, ioctndis
writing and the (heatre. Hi: ves
arnakes anidh w peerificd ot spiders.
1ike her Archers character, she 16
involved n cotnmuItty activitics
and her chanty wterests clude
SANE, the Rural Racism
Equality Action Programmc
(RREA) and asthma charities


ceremom.il

GRACE
SPEAKS!

SHE’S BACK FROM THE DEAD

Grace Archer’s dramatic death was as much of a shock to ¥Ysanne Churchman
who played her as it was to the audience, reports KATE WILLMOTT

KATE WILLMOTT: Had you any idea of
what was going to happen to the newly-
married Grace Archer?

YSANNE CHURCHMAN: [ was told that
the part of Grace would finish three months before,
but not how. Divorce and death seemed out of the
question, I thonght perhaps she’d lose the power of
speech or something! It was very unnerving.

KW: Did her death come as a shock
to you?

YC: When [ read the script at lunchiime on the
fateful Thursday T knew the worst. They were
killing me off

KW. Could you helieve it?
YC: [ was nnder no flusion. It was for real.




Reunited — Ysanne Churchiman and Novinan Painting velive the fatefid 1955 broadcast
20 years later jor the TV cameras

KW: So you were at the centre of
the action for the last time.

YC: Afierwasds the photographers took
pictires of me shaking hands with Harry
Oakes (Dan Ascher). I don'’t remember
them taking me and Norman Painfing
{Phil Archer).

KW: The cast didn’t take you
off for a medicinal drink after
the photographs?

YC: Ne. ! think they felt I had becorne

wrttonchable. If it frad happened 1o me it

might happen to them_ It shook everyone.
The teant went their separate ways.

KW: What did you do?

YC: My husband Tony Pilorim had been
at the rinema. He krew the plot vas
fwishing that day. He picked me up from
the studio and we travelled back to siay
with iy parents in Kent.

KW: Did you hear the episode go
out that evening?

YC: No, we werent’t able to hear the
episode go otit, but listened fo the
Ommnibus edition. I wanted to fiear my

dying words 'f love you Plil’. They had
beest taken out of the Omnibus. Perhaps
the producers thought they were too
gruelling to be heard again in view of
the responise.

KW:You mean they’d edited it
aut?

YC: [ think so. Tiwenty years later
Norman and I re-enacted the scene for
television, and for the radio archives,
and I was able to sap ‘I love you Phil’

OHEC THOYE.

KW: How did you cope in the
days immediately following

Grace’s demise?

YC: The Press followed me about for
days but were acrually very uaderstanding.
When I said ‘No comment’ they Ieft me
alone and just took my picture. Nowadays
I wouldn't have fared as well, as the
treatinent from the Press isn't as kind.

KW: Were you ready for listeners’
reactions?

YC: [ was_flabbesgasted that the cvent in
Ambridge made such hot news, and of

coutrse flattered. It was a veally strange time.
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KW: Did you get letters?

YC: [ received lots of angry letters saying,
hot dare 1 give up the par:.

KW: Did your career suffer?

YC: Oue door closes, another door opens.
The day Grace died commercial television
started. They necded peaple with voice-over
excperience, which I'd had from days of
voice dubbing for films. So T got lots of

tefevision vaice-over work.

KW: How do you remember
that day?

YC: Norman presented me with a coffin
Plate sent in to the programme. It reads: In
Memory of Grace Archer died 22
Sepember 1955. Age unknown. The age
untkuow bit is very sweet, 1 think.

KW: Where do you keep it?

YC: For years I kept it on the
wmasttelpiece af fome, but now it’s safely
locked away.

KW: But that wasn't the end of
The Archers for you, was it?

YC: No, I didhi’t lose touch with the
progravame. Fifteen years later I cante back
in and played policemarn’s wife Barbara
Drury, then Mary Pound, the deep-voiced
woman fir a coth cap, driving her
hushand’s tractor with v cigarette in her
touth, for 14 years — wuch longer than
the three years I spent as Grace.

KW:You see Norman now,
don’t you?

YC: Tony and I enjoy our annual get-
together with Noviman on onr day,

22 Sepiesiber. Nerman keeps me np to
date with Archers gossip.



Imagine the sympathy required of the [BBC]
duty officer in charge on the night Grace
Archer died. Among the callers that evening

How the media reported Grace’s demise:

was a man, who sounded quite young, who
l.ist seetmed beside himself with grief and who
Gra eners SOb as after midnight rang up again, this time quite
C - maudlin with drink, nioaning into the

g ArCher d'es- telephone that his life had been ruined, and
Darly Sketch, finally bursting into tears.
Fram fhose Vistage Years of Radio by John Snagge and

) Ashford w Michael Barsley.

ar from \ding at

s StO1 . .
¢ ,1;5‘.:, Grace pyiy M What Archers listeners recall today
cps - —

‘1 wasn’t cven a twinkle 1n my mothers eye in 1955
but my mum was a boarder at the Royal Blind
School in Edinburgh at the nme. The girls always

15 Was i silly, ¢heap, o listened to The Archiers (1 don't know what the boys
Yy OWay o

S pablicity on 'the might 1TV ”m_”cd""‘“u““' did!) The morning after Grace died they could talk

N G of nothing else. The news went round the school ltke
raticle . - . "

i the latest piece of gossip. ‘Hey girls, Grace Archer’s

dead. Tt was as if she’d been one of them!

Morag Morrimoe.

I thought I was in for a lively party when o= =

[ was invited next door for the first night of ITV.

Instead, it was like a house of mourning...
Daily Mirror

“Tender memories still. She can't be dead. The B3C
couldn’t do that to us — that’s what | thought. T told
myself when T listened in to the next episode it

would all come right. Phil was wrong — Grace
BBG Appeal: No more flowers should be sent. e ! g‘
would be resuscitated. When she didn't come back to
life the shock and grief took a while to come to
terms with!

Colin Mogomery.

Who are the guilty men?
PRI O ST .

These are the men who planned the death:
Denis Morris, Head of Midiand Regional Programmes

Rodney Pelletier, Fead of Light Prograntne.
dfrey Baseley.

‘I had to comfort my gran. She was so upset.“Oh
that poor girl.” she kept saying. Sylvia Bentley.

: - e ‘l think it was so poignant because she was trying to
[onty Shryane, the scriptwriters and &0 e "
: rescuie her horse — it seemed so very British.

Daily Mail Tvan Widdicontbe.

‘We were sitting down to watch Channel 9 [ITV], |
think it was called, when the lady from next door
came knocking on the back door. “Grace is dead,”
she shouted. That was the end of our viewing for the

mght!’ Susair Robson,

‘T was allowed to listen to The Archers as long as 1 did
BBC switchboards were jammed.
A doctor claimed the shock had
damaged the nation’s health, the
matron of an old folk's home
complained that her charges were
too upset to sleep and the manager
of a West Bromwich factory claimed
the ‘death’ had held up production.

my homework, but 'm afraid all thoughts of Maths

and French went out of the window that night
Mary Swithson.

‘1 went inta the pub and they were all guiet.“What's
happened?™ 1 asked.

¢ “Haven't vou heard?” they all smd!

Arsthur Winter.




KATE WII.lMOTT tells Ihe reul siory behmd a dramatic mglﬁ in Archers history — the death of
newlywed Gruce Archer in that famous fire of 1955

 horse from a fire, came as a terrible

| shoek, and the Listening audience listeners because she was too

 reacted accordingly. . independent and disliked the idea of
t happened on the night ITV starting a family. The meeting agreed

“ Was launched — an astute pre-planned  Grace should endear herself to the

~ strategy, although the BBC nation by changing her mind and

_ innocently denied it at the time, It rapidly becoming pregnant. The

did however, steal all the headlines writers agreed to twist the emotional

_ and make those creating The Archers knife further by having her die trying

understand the power that the to rescue a horse from a stables’ fire”

programme had. Nothing would ever As Phil Archer, Norman Painting

be the same again. was in the thick of it. Kate Willmott

}A‘ccording to Willlam Smethurst wondered how it affected him:
_in The Archers, The Official Companion

was not terribly popular with

It came as a bolt from the blue In
1955, the killing of Grace Archer
may have rocked Ambridge but it
utterly stunned the nation. Just as the
series had established itself as the
easy-listening story of country folk,
the producers axed one of its stars n That Grace has ceased to be.
the most dramatic fashxoﬂ nty | Now she is in her grave, but oh
million listeners — the best audience She’s scooped the ITV.
ever — tuned in to hear 25-year-old Manchester Guardian 1955
Grace’s final moments. As soap
highlights go, it surpasses th ‘
shooting of JR for dramatic impact
and makes Tiffs demise in BastEnders
look half-hearted. .
The Archers had been running
long enough to be a part of many
listeners’ lives, and the characters
were like members of the family.®
lose a young girl, a bride of only
few months, in s traglc
circumstances, whﬂ > .rescuing.

GRACE ARCHER

(Dulce et decorum est pro BBC mori)

She was well-loved, and
millions know

(1985):° At the June script meeting it
 was decided to kill 2 major charact s
— precisely on the mght 1TV began
Secretary Valerie Hodgetts was told

_ not to duplicate or distribute minutes
‘ fshor’tﬁst of Victims wa




take the hmelight {rom the opening
of commercial television?

NP: Everyone always says Grace was
killed off to steal the headhines trom
[TV, but as actors we weren't aware
of a conspiracy.

KW: How did the production team
tackle the problem?

NP: Producer Tony Shryane was
very keen on keeping the
programmes topical. He wanted to
record each programme on the day 1t
went out but this proved impossible
because of the actors’ commitments
elsewhere. It was decided to mount a
week of programmes from
Broadcasting House in London,
writtenn n the morning to
incorporate happenings n the
lunchtime news, and ready for the
actors to read and work on each day
around Zpm.

KW: What happened on the fatetul
day?

NP: The day was 22 September, the
Thursday of this week of topical
prograrruncs and as T arrived T was
greeted by a tearful Ysanne outside
Portland Place saying, ‘“They've done
it. They've killed me off”

KW: What was your reaction?

NP: There was no time to think or
talk about it. Even when I'd read my
script I didn’t really believe it was
going to happen. I can only
remember there had been a lot of
complaints when something dramatie
happened on a Friday because
listeners then worricd and were upset
all over the weekend  that’s why
they chose a Thursday for the death.

KW: Can you go through how it
happened?

NP: We rehcarsed and recorded the
episode and [ remember 1 did say to
the editor, Godfrey Bascley, that Phil
would not have been able to say the
last line to Dan and Christine, ‘She
died in my arms on the way to the

hospital” in the devastated state he
would be in. [t was too logical. “What
do you want to say?'asked Godfrey. 1
said [ thought it would be better to
turn it round and say: ... in my arms,
on the way to the hospital. She’s dead’”
Godfrey agrecd and so 1t went out.
No signature tune was played.The
cpisode ended with a stunned silence.

A cruel death, it would
not be denied,
That cut the bonds of love
so lately tied.
I did not think the call

would come so soon,
I found it night ‘ere
I thonght it noan.
A listeney

KW Was there a press conference?

NP: Yes, as soon as we had finished
we were ushered in to see the press
who had been called in by George
Camacho of the Light Programme.
The Press listened to the episode
entranced and at the end a raincoated
Picture Post photographer asked “What
have you donc about the
switchboard?' The bosses replied
‘Nothing. Why, what do vou mean?’
‘They'll be jammed, he smd.

KW: So this hadn’t been foreseen
by anvonc?

NP: The BBC hadn’t realised just
how hard it would hit the nation and
had no contingeney plans at all. The
photographer was right. The
switchboard was jammed tor 48
hours.

KW: How did you feel?

NP: I didn't think it would have
such impact. At the time it was just
another days work. As far as I can
remember we all went our separate
ways. We had different chings to do.

KW: What did you do after the
recording?

NP: I had a bit of supper and then
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got to bed, ready for the next day’
episode. My diary entry for the day
reads simply:

London

Archers 2pm

Supper with Doreen

from Opera da Camera

KW: Were you surprised by the
public’s response?

NP: The papers werc full of Grace's
death for the next 12 days. Listeners
just couldn't take in what had
happened. Even the Press was
astomished at the response.

KW: What about listeners’ letters?

NP: They started to roll in. From ‘I
want £ 2.16s 8d as the missus left the
geyser on and T had to get the
plumber in, to tales of women
having miscarriages and letters of
condolence mostly addressed to Dan
Archer, asking himn to pass on
messages to Phil.

KW: How did Ysanne Churchman
feel?

NP: Do you know to this day [ have
never talked toYsanne about her
feelings.

KW: But vou arc still in contact with
one another?

NP: We meet on that day, 22
September, every year to have lunch
together, joined by Ysanne's husband
Tony Pilgrim. We didn’t start these
lunches unti! the 4(ch anniversary of
Grace's death in 1995.¥sanne rang
me and suggested that we have a
comimemorative funch. 1t was so
cnjoyable we decided to meet

each vear.

KW: In all its 50 years is this your
most vivid Archers memory?

NP: When they opened nie up for
my multiple heart bypass operation a
few vears ago [ told the surgeon he
would be sure to find that date, 22
September 1955, engraved on my
heuart.



P IETINTES may have won her nian but

it could be at great cost with a very uncertan
future at The Bull.

After the awlul discovery of Sid’s secret life with Jolene,
Kachy tried her best to make a go of it with him but in the end
the trip to Blackpool made her realise the marriage was
{imally over. She ook Jarie to temporary lodgings at Bridge
Farm and Sid and Kathy encured a difficult couple of weeks
with Kathy ‘commuting” in o work.

But when she heard that Jolene
was starting to work behid the bar,
it was the last straw for unhappy
Kathy. She decicled to take Sid for all
she can and if that mcant he loses
The Bull then that's tough. She's
been hurt and now it's payback time.

Sid's had a dilficult vear. All
that lving and cleceit takes it out of
a nuan, even when he's as fit as Sid. For months, he rushed
from pilkar to post, lying his way out of tight corners all the
ume, trying to satisty both wife and mistress.

Sid hated all the lies he's had o tell Kathy
bt he just couldn’t stop himself. Listening
to Jolene's seductive tones on  the
telephione, soaping her in the shower,
sharing her bed and slowly dancing with
her completely alone and naked - she
drew him to her even as he tried 10 be
faithful to Kathy.

What chance did Kathy have? Jolene
showed Sid a whole new world of warmch
and ¢xotic [un which he entered gladly;
but underlying it was her very real
need and growing love for him.
Heady stuff for a man in ns nud-
htties.

Looking back Kathy must have been appalled. All the
signs were there and painfully obvious once she knew
Sid's secret. His many disappearances "to the gym’, endless
[ate nights, the mysterious phone calls, drawn-out trips to
the cash and carry, his mood swings, his keenness to
auvend a supposed Licensed Victuallers do - on a Friday,
on his birthday...

It was a hideous moment for Kathy when a depressed
and drunken Fddie blurted out o her whose hospirality

/ Sid was really enjoying that night.

Was it a case of sauce for the
goose? Kathy's past affair with DS
Barry has made it difhcult for her
to take the moral high ground.
On the other hand, since the birth
of Jamie she has madce a loyal and
loving wife and mother — and she
fought her corner in some lively
skirmishes with Jolene, not that it's doue her any good.
Sid is [ull of vegret for what he did to Kathy -
andl especially o Jamie. And his problems
don’t stop therve. Fallon's resistance made

it difficult tor Jolenc to move straight
into The Bull 10 be with Sid. And not
all of his regulars approved of the way
in which Jolene took Kathy's place.

But there is one night of the week
when they can put their woubles
aside tor a couple of hours - line
dancing night, when they can lose

themselves in that good-time music.

Jolene got hey man bt will
she find happrness?



urn up at ‘The Bull over the

last vear on the right night

and the stomping and yee-
hahing that's gomg on upstairs, led
by country 'n’ western music singet
Jolene Rogers, will leave you in no
cloubt that Ambridge’s [avourite
keep-fit workout, Line Dancing is a-
happening.

As its name suggesis Line Dancing
is dancing performed in lines using a
scries of pre-set routine MmMovces.
Everyone in the room starls at the
same time, dances the same steps as
evervone else and Hmishes at the same
ume as the mosic ends — in theory
anyway!

Line Duncing keeps you fit, and
gives you the confidence and
opportnnity to mect new biends. The
steps arc the same for men and
women and step sequences once
fearned will crop up again in other
dances.

The accent is on [un — the steps
and timing to the music are harder
than yon think but once vou get
started there’ll be no stopping vou.
Den't be sell-conscious — you can Line
Dance as a family, or go on vour awn
as you don't need a partner.

WIHAT TO WEAR

A checked shirt, jeans or swirling
skirt, and cowboy boots arce the order
of the day for Ambridge folk bent on
having fun along with their cxercise.

If you can’t run 1o hoots any shoes
with lcather soles will do as they make
the right stomping noise, but don't
wear trainers. They make the turns
hard 1o carry out.

BEGINNERS' TIPS

Don't stand at the back of the class, or
halbway through the dance you could
find yoursclf at the front, leading the
dancers! ['s best to stand in the
middle as vou may trn tw face all
four walls before the dance is over.

Start with vour feet together
facing the same way as all the other
dancers. Try and remember which
move vou will make first and make
sure you have vour weight on the
appropriate toot.

Tuck your thumbs in the waist at
the front of your jeans ov skirt so that
your hauds don't hang down by your
sides.

Keep vour sieps ncat.

HELEN ARCHER AND HAYLEY JORDAN
sOON HAD TOMMY ARCHER DOING A
HOP, THRUST AND WIGGLE. ON THE
DANCE FLOOR, AND S0 WILL YOU, 50
LET’S GO.

JOLFNE AND SID DEMONSTRATE THE

AMBRIDGE ELECTRIC SLIDE TO GET
¥Y’ALL STRUTTING YOUR STUFF.
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AMBRIDGE
ELECTRIC SLIDE

Try this dance o the strains ol Joe
Dilhic's Prop Me Up Beside the fikebox
{Sony Music) with a slowish tempo till
you get the hang of the steps. Theu
put on Cotton Eye for by Rednex
(Internal Affairs). "This faster tempo
will really get you moving.

The slidc in the Ambridge
Flecuric Slide is the slide used on an
clectric guitar to give that authentic
country music sound.

THE VINE

The first move to learn is the Vine as
this is used i1 many of the dances.
Take it nice and easy. You'll soon get
the hang of 1t.




VINE TO THE RIGHT

Start with thie feet together and the weight an yvour left fou.

= -
P g
7
2. Cross the left foot behiud
the right foot, ball of foor

4. Stomp the floor with

1. Move to the side with the to the ground. the heel of your left
right foot, heel to the 3. Move to the side with the foot. End up stauding
floor.

right {oot, putting vour on your right foot.
weight on i

VINE TO THE LEFT

1. Move to the side with
the left toot, heel to the
floor.

2. Cross the right foot
behind the left foot, ball
of foot Lo the ground.

3. Move to the side with the
left foot, putting your
weight on it.

4. Scomnp the floor with the heel of
vour right toot. End up standing
on your lett foot.




WALKING BACK

Start with the feet together and the weight on yvour left foot.

1. Walk backwards on to 2. Walk backwards on to
the right toot. the left foot.

STEP AND TAP

7 "7

. Walk forward on to the 2. “lap the right foot across
left foot. and behind the left foot.

THE SCUEKE'

1. Walk forward on to
the left foot, bending
the knee slighily.

3. Walk hackwards on 0

4\

4, Crass the lefi foot over

the right foot. the right foor and tap.

2

4. Cross the lefi. foot back
across the right toot
and tap.

3. Walk backwards on to
ithe right foot.

2. Swing the right leg

forward and let the

right heel scuff the

Aoor, swivelling the

lett fooat to make a 90

degree turn to the
left.




I'M NOT A VILLAIN - AM 1?

I was mdwect{y responsible for a
Sfamily being evicted from their home.
I'ue not vste fo kick a man when he’s
dowmmw(«ld:dtryto explain the
sttuation to thewm — should have
vead the letters, for God's sake. Now;
w/teiwrerlre&tﬁ&fami@ or pass their
o(déam[amﬁl[a(witﬁa‘terrﬁte
e e,
havd to come to terms with this. What
can I do? B.A.

Be a man not « mouse. If you did afl you
could at the tome with warnings and an
explanation you leroe nothing to reproach
Yourself for Time is a great healer and
you'll probably frud that this family will
realise you were not the wicked villain
after all. In the meantime, « sober
assessment of yeur personal code of ethics
and what's left of your miegrity probably
won't do uny harm. My leaflot, Do I
Huawe A Conscience? shonld help.

HOW CAN I MOTIVATE THEM?
Iam tn dwr_ge, ofor:gmuk:’ag our
ﬁ(&ﬁeﬁte which is m‘«a[éz quite a
big Ajfm/ Akﬁocgkl am ai
experienced orgasiser, partwu(mfgl i

Lower Loxley grande dame Julia Pargetter takes
time out from her hectic lifesty

le to advise on

personal dilemmas in business, health or

relationships. A forw thespian, who has :tmg_gled, with
her own demons — alcohol, gambling, az:«temabber/v - her

mmummgymmwammu%md

wanner chavacteristic oft/u}r one-time wartime variety
dances, sorvy, acclaimed West End actvess.

the freld of awmatenr dramatics, wy
Pmb(euukjetﬁuﬁ aifmrpeople
wotivated. I can't be expected to do
étadamugjmmmd)/etatfwﬂme&w
veluctant to help whenever one

suqqests that perhaps they wight
pitch in. LS.

I know exactly how you feel. I too am
excetlent al ovganising and wo one gioes
me the appreciation I deserve either. The
fault is theirs, not yours. Take a form line.
Ring thew up, e-mail them, call round
personally, but whatever you do, don't let
them off the hook. Theyll thank you for it
i the end. If afl else fails offer free
bottles of chumpague. You'll be swrprised
at the response. And put wy name af the
hend of the list.

SHOULD TRUFE 1.OVE WAIT?

I any young, fusn-loving and vevy fond,
quybyﬁmmmm:mm
very good velationship. Now we ave
planning to move in together and I
ant ¥ lookbgfnrwdf:a it but
theve is a chance that the mother

of s lovely f.wo:yw—o(d danghier

Mdﬁ/tt veturn — she has been tvmre/ﬁnﬁ

abroad fpr several months — and thei
where would 7 be? H.].
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Just remember that possession is
mne points of the lawe. If this
boy wants you to move n with
him, then he obwivusly feels strongly

Jor you  mow. Keep it that way. NEVER
let him see you withow! wudee-up oy
wenring those awful leggmgs voung
women today are so fond of — and then
before you know where you are you'll be
marvied and tiving hapily ever after.
Then if the baby's wayward mother
returns it will be too late. She'll be the
one with the problems.

MUMMY TROUBLE

My wife and I have had some wmeasure
of success i our ﬁmuéy business and
have succeeded in ex g it into
new aveas. The tvouble is wy wother
will insist on mterfermg She throws a
spanner ﬁpth&mrk&jmtwﬁewmjet
things going, and worse, she will keep
dm:ﬂn", ap the werksmen, taking
theno cups of tea and stopping them
getting on with the job. And what'’s
weove, she doesi't have a clue about

woney and carvies on :pem(mﬁ ours ax
9’% were a,/’muig/ ofruf;eramma/teaé
aristocvats, not a wodest business.
What am I to do aboutmummy?
Nawnce withheld.



Handled wisely and with tact o wother
can be your best friend. However, your
maother sounds, to be blunt, like an
tnterfering old harridan who should be
frud 1 her place. The facl that you call
her ‘mwnny' suggests your yelationship
with her is too close. How does your wife
feel about this? However, don’t bz too
harsh where spending is converned: every
women needs to splash out occasionally,
even if it is at Underwoods rather than
Harvey Nichols. Pull back, ignove what
she says, and you may find she’ll shut up
and go away for a spell.

(This is such @ common complaint that 1
shall be giving it my full attention in owr
next ssue.)

PAIN TN THE BACK
Althouﬁfolmwaltpa&tthaﬁrrtﬂtuk
af/vouthiam:tdéembmam
woman and enjoy tHhe outdoor [tfe, For
weove than a year, L've been tvoubled
with wy back which has gradually
grown worse, so wach so that 've had
k0 stop viding, which is my job as well

with Helen Archer

The other day | was e-mailed a
healthy reminder as to why women in
business have to heware. Read on!
WHY WOMEN RULE THE WORLD
We got off the Titanic first.

We can scare male bosses with
mysterious gynaecological
disorder excuses.

We can cry and get off speeding fines.
Taxis stop for us.

Free drinks, free dinners, free movies
(you get the point).

New lipstick gives us a whole new lease
of life.

If we’re not too bright, some people
will find it cute.

We've never been duped by a
Wonderbra.

" The trouhle with this kind of stuff is that it's
funny, It's the thinking behind it which is so

as my )%muriitx vecveation. I have beent
to my GP who gave we painkillers and
ent e fo a,‘blf;ynbtfwmpé;t butuf;y
éadc&e,tnw better. I am ok wy wits’
end. C. 8.

You should go hack to your GP and tell
him. the situation. He might suggesi
seeing an osteopath, in which case I can
recommend a local one who has put me
straight move than once. Send me o
stamped addressed envelape for details.

INHARMONIOUS LIFESTYLE
My wq'aamtr have stood together
through thick and thin, ¢ )
!on'ng Wy business and hev Iuw-ug 0

4o out to work. But now I can take no

weove. She has become co
obsessed, with the Chinese.

shut. Ever)rthmﬁ it the howse has
beest moved avound, diffevent colovred
objects have been hung frow the walls
and even the bed has beei moved to a
newr ‘wove havmonions’ position. I
liked it as it was. I never want to hear

dangerous. if you want to shoot to

the top in the husiness world today
you have to deal with the structure
somy asitis.

-

Think like a man, talk like a
man, fight your case like a
man, and make sure that
everyone has heard about
&’ You, especially the hoss.
When that strategy works —
and believe me, it will —

| then you can get dow 10
changmg one or two things. But it won't be
the calour of your nail varnish and you can
never gver rely on your Wonderbra to
underpin a presentation.

Don’t get me wrong, I'm all for using
womanly wiles if nothing else will get you
your way, but you have to know exactly
what you're doing and only act cute, cry or
flash your cleavage when it’s to your
advantage. And remember — if your boss is
female she'll either be scared of the
competition or seg right through you.

Pin this advice an the notice board and be

warned: The way to get ahead is not io
play dumb
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the wvm{rﬁmﬂ shud again. And as for
The Mikado...doi't get me started.
R4

I know it menst be heed for you, i
women do get bees in thewr bonnets abuut
curious things, as do men. Have you
never seen a lrving room full of foothall
supporiers’ scarves and trophies? Or an
extension devoled to the glory days of the
Triumph Stag? Don’t waste your happy
years together — go back to her and
indulge her in her fantastes. It condd be
worse. She might be notching wp other
men on her suspender belt! And for that
matter when did you last see her

orsty

Julia Pargetter is not able to ender tnlo

suspender belt?

ta

mdividual correspondence and can onfy
answer letters via this page. She can ondy deal

wath writien requests.

Babes and Sucklings IM

{'m in organic pork and am involved in
making and sefling sausages. My older
sister is a bossy boots and keeps tefling me
what to do. Should | fet her or do you
reckon she'fl cramp my style?

Tom Archer, Bridge Farm

Keep doing as she telfs you and you'll be
fine. What style?

That Don’t Impress Me Much

Thank you for your reply to my last letter.
1've made the fist like you said. But | don't
reckon I'm gonna get no quaiifications.
Where does that leave me?

Edward Grundy, Ambridge

Qut in the cold. Sorry.
Pig in a Poke?

What do you do with a wife who tells you to
qget a white-collar job when alf you want to
do is work on the fand, preferably with pigs?
Neil Carter, The Green

Change your wife or your job — whichever
you think’s most impartant. But draw up a
game plan first.




(

B ROUTE TO THE

_ PSELF DOUBT
MIFTY EDITS Was that birdsong in the
X[+ ite a1l 4 lakey Will seene correct for
‘ P ‘ ‘ this Ume of yesr?
Check surreptitionsly.
' - . Yesitwest
Move forward 2 spaces. | SEE |

Radio 4 on in office during lunch
break. Help. They're putting out
the wrong episode. I've heard this
before. ‘Course | have. It's the

eat. Silly me!

FIRST NIGHT NERVES of The Archers.

narvoLs, causing

Go btk mv-t h|l|'n._'-,

You are a Producer

Miss & turn ther meve
You have to go through 7 B gk

all the pitfalls and

problems of getting an
episode recorded in time
and on air.

Go back 1 space.

WHEREHAVE
THEY'GORE?

Two scripts returaed ‘unknown’.
Actors have moved without
telling us. Frantic phone calls
to find new addrésses.

o sead their cheques?

Can YOU do it?!?

FLYING START

~ Off to a good start -
completed scripts arrive
~ from writers on time.




MANY CONGRAZFATIO

SATISFACTORY TRANSMISSION.

Rules Severe weather flash MUST

be broadcast after 7pm news.

a. Using tiddlywinks or buttons, Programme delayed

ds.
choose a counter and place on 30 seconds
Miss a turn.

PHEW!
h. Highest throw on the dice DISASTER AVERTED

goes first. Agricultural news postponed.
Deep sigh of relief.
Move on 2 spaces.

HURRAY!

Check timings. Each - g
episode running ¢. Follow the instructions at

between 12.20 and the space you land on.
12.40 to end of speech B LAGIEVEIRUT(AVERG LN TS
DIU§ 57 secpnds of Warned of passihle
closing music. Perfect. d. The first Producer to getto | farming news which w
AT G s the Satisfactory Transmission  giigke nomsense o
N circle wins!

WELL DONE

Transmission copy and
programme details sent to
London well in time.

13

Move an 1 space.

 KNOT IN
HANKY

SR T Move forward
ol o 3 spaces.
(1 ]

Go back 3 spaces. ’




NAME: THOMAS (TOMN\Y) ARCHER
BORN: 25 February 1981

ADDRESS: Bridge Farm, Ambridge
FAMILY: Son of Pat and Tony, brother to
Helen, and John (deceosed)
OCCUPATION: Organic pig farmer/
partime student

HOBBIES: DJ af discos, ecology, having
a good fime

PAST SINS: Held in prison for wrecking

a GM trial crop on his Uncle Brian’s land.

Met girlfriend against court's instructions

Highs

1097 Organises GCSE results rave
in Village Hall whith goes wrong
lyut brothar John gets fhe Bak Jor
making the booking
1998 Ambridge Origingts S1gan’e
L ant sousigel go (ne
production after ey pove populuf
al Shuw
1999 Fally far iy Millee, Sullow
Segrayer of GM \fiol crop; bu!
anforced ptnence ode the hear!
Grow colder.

Lows

1998 Brother John dies in o troctof
accident on Tommy's birthday-
1999 falls out with Haybey, Ms

o orgonit Pl anierpriss,
ihaniks 10 sidtee Haden's injariarence.
1999 Charged with causing
¢ 42,000 damage 1o G lrial erop
but acquitted.

What if.-
Tommy s principles get mm inlo
irouble agamn?

- Tom Graham

i ——

Tom got the part of Tommy

~ Archer i the autumn of 1997. AL
2 member of Central Television’s '
 Jumior Workshop. he was studying

for his A-levels, having attaned

‘ : fnine As and Bsn s GCSEs —
. cousidcrably better than young
~ Tommy Archet.

Tom is nOW at Manchester

- University where he combies
s studies wnth acting, In the
vacanions he plays suttat/ vocals 11
5 three-piece band calted

- Homebaked, performung 11

 Midland clubs and at festvals.




Goldernn Oldies

Ambridge’s original country folk, from the redoubtable
Mrs P to the wily Ned Larkin, are still fondly remembered
half a century on

Mrs Serdoins,
fnowre to all as

M P /_Qf}m/f}ze Jém//e/

ew women can have married two different men with
Fthc same surname, vet that is exactly what Polly
Perkins, mother of Peggy Archer, did. When Polly’s first
husband Albert died in 1931, Peggy insisted that her
mother leave London and join her in Ambridge.

After her life in London’s East End, you'd have
expected her to feel like a fish out of water in leafy
Ambridge. But no, the redoubtable Mrs Perkins soon
settled into village life and busied herself’ minding
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everyone else’s business. She wore black, carried an
umbrella, and was renowned for always speaking her
mind, no matter what was on it or how unpleasant the
consequences for other people.

She was swiftly accepted as ‘Mrs P°, and became as
much a part of Ambridge as those who had lived there
for a liferime. She had no tme for son-in-law Jack’
drinking habits, but gave plenty of backing to her
granddavghter Jennifer. Although she was shattered
when Jenmifer had an illegitimate child, Mrs P never
wavered in her support, despite the challenge to her own
maral code.

There were plenty of switars for this middle-aged
Cockney sparrow, undeterred by her forked tongue and
forthright manner. She had a long and colourful arm’s-
length reladonship with Walter Gabriel. She always
referred to him as ‘Mr Gabriel’, and he in turn spoke
respectfully to her as ‘Mrs P ma’'am!

It was Arthur Perkins, the stone mason and
teetotaller, who finally succeeded in getting her hand in
marriage and making her Mrs Perkins for the second
time. They moved to T.ondon for a few years but Arthur
was not in good health and died after a heart attack.
Once again Mrs P found her way back to Ambridge but
times had changed and she was loncly. She died
peacefully at home in 1991,

She may have heen Mrs Perkins twice, but there will

only ever be one ‘Mrs P’

INSIDE STORY
: Pauline Seville was at least 20 yeats younger than
the character she played, and as gentle and kindly as
Mrs P was fierce. After her death, Panline veceived one
of the programme’s chief accolades = no one was re-cast
to play her part.
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(LBl Layne)

ed Larkin bounced on to the Ambridge scence in

1956 when Dan Archer was looking for a
replacement for his trusey farmhand Simon Cooper,
who was retiring,

Help was at hand in the shape of Ned, who already
lived in Ambridge with his wife Mabel and their five
children. He was soon a fixture at Brookfield. and
became one of the series” best-loved comic characters.
The tormidable Mabel did her best to keep order when
she wasn’t cleaning for Doris Archer or helping Carol
Grey with her market garden.

Ned’s younger brother Bob was always in trouble,
and usually managed to involve Ned too. He came to
stay with Ned and Mabel, mostly because Ned thought
he should meet Pru Harris, ‘a nice quiet type of girl’
who might keep him on the straight and narrow.

Pru was more interested in Tom Forrest, but the
matter was brought to a tragic end when Bob was
discovered poaching by Tom and Phil Archer. In the
struggle that followed Bob was shot and killed. Tom was
charged with his manslaughter and acquitted, but it was
a long tme betore Ned could talk to Tom or accept that
his brother had been ‘a wrong 'un'.

Ned did remain firm friends wich Walter Gabriel, and
involved in a number of

the two of them were

escapades. The rmost memorable of these was the ‘ghost’
of Arkwright Hall, which terrified the two men and
turned out to be a gypsy who'd been squatting there. On
anather occasion Ned tell through the floor of the hall
and discovered a number of gold sovereigns — not
enough to make him rich, however.

On Ned’s retirement, he and Mabel moved into
Woodbine Cottage, but sadly he died shortly after in
1967 In the way things go in Ambridge, their son Jethro
was to take his father’s place at Brookfield, and Jethro’s
daughter, Clarrie, became Mrs Eddic Grundy.

INSIDE STORY

Bill Payne lived in Wanvickshive and was as much of a
legend locally as the character he played nationally. He's
stifl talked of affectionately in the fish and chip shop in

Stratford-upon-Avon and remembered for his fund of
stories and jokes, told with a completely straight face. Just
when everyone belicved him he would cack up, rearing
with laughter He was a great one for making his fellow
actors laugh in the middle of a ‘take’ which endeared fim

fo them if net 1o the production team!
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t must have come as a terrible shock to the Archer
Ifami]_v when a distant relative from New Zcaland
announced that she was about to descend on them to
start a new life. Laura Archer was the widow of Dan’s
brother, Frank, who had emigrated to New Zealand
South [sland where he had been a successtul sheep
farmer.

After Frank died, Taura decided to return to her
husband's family roots where she expected to be greeted
with open arms. As 1t was, ‘Aunt Laura, as she became
known, was grected with a ccrtain amount of hostility,
mostly brought on by her belligerent manner and ‘*know
it all’ attitude to farming.

She channelled these talents into running every
orgamisation in the county, and handing out portions of
her considerable personal fortune. She enabled Jack and
Pegey to buy the frechold of The Bull, which pleased
them, and then had an extension built so that she could
move i1, which pleased them rather less.

Laura bought what became Ambridge Hall and was
delighted when Colonel Danby — TFreddie, as she called
him — moved in as a paying guest. The two managed to
form a rclationship, of a sort, with the possibility of
marriage being touched upon but never taken very

seriously. She wanted Freddie to inherit the hall when

she died in 1985, but. typically, failed o nake this
clear in her will and it went instead to a relation in
New Zealand.

It was more than appropriate that after Aunt Laura’s
barn-storming years in Ambridge, Ambridge Hall should
be bought by another forthright lady wich a will of her
own, Lynda Snell. For Aunt Laura, the lamp stll burns.

INSIDE STORY
When Cavenda Wilson died T conld not belicve thar her
enecigy and cnthusiassm would no longer be there 1o |
enliven the secordings. T had to decide what 10 do about
the recordings already made with her. Finally, you make
the decision and the recordings go aut. Her volve comes
up...as Aunt Laura, the crotchety old busybody of
Ambridge. What have you done? That’s not how you
vant her (v be remembered... Guwenda was an actress
and that was another of hier wonderful performances. And
that is how she would want to be remembaored.
Tony Shryarie, producer of The Archers for 28 years,
in the BBC magazine Ariel, shortly after the death
of Greenda Wilson.
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Martha Woodford
¢ Holtrie .%ﬂ"’v

ust before her arrival in Ambridge, Martha’s life had

been marred by tragedy. The loss of her husband of 30
years, Penny Hassett postman Herbert Lily, was followed
soon atter by the death of their baby son.

In the village, she took on all manner of work to
make a living. First she worked at the Field Study Centre
at Arkwright Hall but she came up against gardener
Zcbedee Tring, who detested women 1in general, and
Martha was given the sack. [t was while she was working
as a petrol pump attendant at Ralph Bellamys garage
that she agreed to marry Joby Woodtord. They were
married on Christmas Day 1972,

Jack Woolley asked Martha to run the Ambridge Post
Office and Village Shop, a job she enjoyed and made
very much her own. By its very nature the Village Shop
is the centre of all that goes on, und Martha Woodford
certainly knew all the gossip.

Widowed for the second time, the still-attractive
Martha was not short of male company, but she gave up
working in the shop when Jack Woolleys constant
interference and the vagaries of VAT proved too rouch
for her.

After a short stayv with Marjoric Antrobus, when
the two women Jjust did not get on, she moved into
April Cottage.

Martha continued to play a hively part in village life,
knitting scarves and gloves for whoever needed them,
being an active member of the Over-Sixtics, and
occasionally filling in ac the shop for Betty Tucker. She is
still remembered for the loving care she gave Ambridge’s
red telephone box, polishing it until it shone and leaving
fowers daily.

When Martha died in 1993, 1t was as though a little
of the village died with her.

INSIDE STORY
Much of writes; countrywoman, and broadcasier Mollie
Harris shone througl info the character of Martha
Haoodford. Molliv said of her: ‘Martha is a kind person.
She'’s not a inalicions gossip. She just passes it on.’
Molfie loved flowers and she always wore a_flower
Sfrom her abundan gavden (n her butionthele when she
attended yecordings. She was a gennine countrywornan
and crotded among the more formal bougners at her
Sfuneral was a mass of flowers picked from hedgerows — a
silent tribute o an unusual personalify.
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£ tnne Grllen and Basd Sornes)

ohn and Carol arrived in the same year, and broke the
mould of traditional characters, for they were neither
conventional ‘country-folk’ nor stereotyped ‘townies'.

Johns debut was surprising. His gypsy caravan had
broken a wheel and he was left on the ouskirts of
Ambridge not even sure where he was. The villagers
were suspicious, particularly when horses went missing.

He rurned out to be a university lecturer, whose win
on the football pools had enabled him to resign and
wander the countryside at his leisure. Before long
Ambridge was very fond of him. He took an active part
in village activities and became a parish councillor,

Carol Grey took the village by storm when she
arrived from Surrey, having bought a smallholding from
Dan Archer that his son Jack had let go. ‘Miss Grey’
allowed nothing to stand in her way, especially the ‘Get it
done tomorrow” attitude of the locals.

The smallholding became a market garden and Jack
Archer returned to work for ‘Miss Grey’. The one thing
that puzzled people was that there was no man in her life.

This changed when one day she rounded a corner in
her little car and knocked John Tregorran off his motor
scooter. He'd already had several girlfriends in Ambridge,
including Christine Archer, but in Carol he tound
someone his intellectual equal, as well as attractive.
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Their friendship blossomed, but not sufficiently for
Carol to accept John’s proposal of marriage. She married
Charles Grenville and had a son, Richard, by him, and
soon after John married district nurse Janet Sheldon.

The four remained firm friends until Jane: was killed
in a car crash. Charles died on a business trip to America,
leaving the house and a legacy to Carol.

Tevelve years after the first proposal, Carol became
Mrs John Tregorran and three years later their daughter
Anna Louise was born. But marriage didn’t bring
complete happiness. On one occasion Carol was accused
of shoplifting but acquitted, and later John appeared to
be getting rather too involved with Jennifer Aldridge.

Eventually, John and Carol went to live in Bristol,

leaving Ambridge with more than 30 years of memories.

INSIDE STORY
The eternally popular John Tregorran was played by five
actors over the years — Basil Jones, Philip Morant, Simon
Lack, Johm Bott and Roger Flume. Anne Cullen as
Carol ok her husband’s muliiple personalities fn her
stride — perhaps because in real life she was married to
Monty Crick, one of four actors to play Dan Archer!
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Golonel _Cﬂ(m(éy

£ Norvrears « Me//._:f(/, [SBallerd .()‘ge/'ée/g/;, abone)

t was by chance that Licutenane-Colonel “Freddie'

Danby made his home in Ambridge. Retired, he was
area representative for a national charity and answered
Laura Archers advertisement for a paying guest at
Ambridge Hall.

He agreed to stay for a month and remained in
Ambridge for many vears.

He and Aumnt
convenient domesticity, and although he gentlemanly

Laura scetled into a mutually
offered her his hand in marriage, he was relieved when
she refused.

When his charity work ended Freddie took on a
succession of lowly jobs in order to make ends meer.
When Laura became ill he took on the domestic chores,
mncluding cooking.

Through an oversight in the will, Freddie did not
inherit Ambridge Hall when Laura died. Instcad it went
to a distant relative in New Zealand who was only too
happy for Freddie o remain as a tenant.

But this was more than Freddie could afford, so he
moved into a bungalow in Manorfield Close. What he
hadn’t bargained for was the unwanted attention of the
widows of Ambridge who, despite his vears, saw this
upright unattached Army officer as a good catch.

He fled in 1986 to stay with an old Army colleague
n Bristol but will be long remembered in Ambridge,
especially for his performances in the pantomimes staged
by the Ambridge Players.

INSIDE STORY

Norman Shelley and Ballard Berkeley played this most

charming of characters. Ballard portrayed the eccentric
Major in Fawlty Towers and Norwan Shelley voiced
the speeches of Winston Churchill for wartisme broadeast
to America. Norman had a daily vitnal during recosding,
He carvied a small briefease containing a whisky decanter

and a cuf glass beaker. When the mood took im he

would wnlock the briefase, wipe the glass with a clean
doth, and 1ake a small saifter of whisky. Having neatly
tossed back the whisky out would come the cloth, back in

the case would go the glass and a twinkling Norman

would ewtbark on another anecdoe.
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Fifty years of presenting

The Archers

irst there was a week pilot prog
starting on Whit Monday, 29 May 1950 and heard

only on the Midland Home Service. The Archers of

Wimberton Farm went out at 4—+.15pm.

Godlrey Baseley made a special long trail for the
BBC Light Programme, which wenr out at 5.30pm
on 28 December 1950, and was called Introducing
The Archers, 1o prepare listeners lor the first
national broadcast (see page 66).

The Archers started on 1 January 1951 at 11.45am
en the Light Programme. Tt was given three months
until Friday 23 March 1951 to prove its worth.

The signature tune Barwick Green was on a Boosey
& Hawkes ‘mood music’ green label disc. Its first
four bars were cut and have never been used in
the programme.

For the first episode, the announcers famous
introduction ‘The Archers. An everyday story of
country folk’ was followed by an introduction to
Dan, Doris and family.

The series moved to the prime spot of 6 45pm at
Easter 1951 with two million lisieners. Tt wasn'
transmitted on Easter Monday, 26 March. so the
very first evening edition went out on Tuesday 27
March. A week later the audience had doubled to
four million. By December 1951 it was six million.

Fascinating
Facts

¢ first Radie Times pictﬁrt—: of The Archers was in
the Midland edition only, for the week 4-10
November 1951. It showed a fireside scene with
Dan, Doris and Christine Archer.

Each episode included an introduction recorded
by Birmingham staff announcers Christopher Stagg
or Richard Maddock.

The first Omnibus was heard on Saturday

5 january 1952 at 7.30-8.30pm. introduced by
Bob Arnold in his role as Tom Forrest. He started
with a topical homily about the countryside before
saying: ‘Now let me tell you what’s been going on
in Ambridge in the past week.’

In December 1952 there was 1o transmission
of The Archers on Christmas Day, consequently
there was a 45-minute Omnibus on Saturday
27 December at 7.30pm.

The Archers was first heard on the BBC General
Overseas Service in summer 1953, A series of
special editions was recorded to bring the overseas
audience up to date.
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~ Saturdays from 15 October 1955.

The biggest audience ever — 20 million — was 2
in 1955 for the episode of Grace Archers death
(see page 33).

The Omnibus was shortened and moved from  J
Saturday evenings to Sunday afternoons for

the summer, and was heard at the new time,

3.15-4pm from Sunday 22 July 1956.

By September 1956 the Omnibus was back to the
Saturday evening one-hour slot.

The first stereo recording experiment was on
Saturday 31 October 1964.

The first lunchtime repeat was heard on the BBC *
Home Service at 12.40pm in 1965.

The Home Service evolved into Radio 4 in 1967,

so the first Radic 4 Omnibus was heard on 1 2
October 1967 at 9.30-10.30am (written by Bruno
Milna, otherwise known as Norman Painting, and
Edward ] Mason). On Monday 2 October listeners
heard The Archers at 1.45pm and 6.45pm.

The time change from 6.45pm to 7.05pm was
instituted by then Radio 4 Controller lan Mcintyre @

on Monday 26 September 1977.

The Omnibus moved to a new time of 6.15pm on

Sunday 2 October 1977. L 2

The programme was regularly broadcast in stereo
from 8 June 1992. A new version of the signawure
tune Barwick Green was recorded in stereo.

On Monday 6 April 1998 the evening programme
timing changed slightly to 7.02-7.15pm and the
tunchtime repeat moved to 2.02pm.

A sixth episode on Sunday night was introduced
on Faster Sunday, 12 April 1998 at 7.02pm. It
ended with a gripping cliff-hanger concerning
Daniels mysterious illness. Shula and Alistair
conducted a vigil at Daniel’s bedside. The tests
were inconclusive, but it was not meningitis. Dr
Locke’s visit didnt help as he was not willing to
express an opinion. Shula was worried that the
doctor knew and wasnt saying. Could it be
leukaemia?

The following week on 19 April 1998 the
Omnibus was increased to 735 minutes, from
10-11.15am.

Members of the armed lorces and their families
serving overseas hear The Archers broadcast locally
by the British Forces Broadcasting Service. When
IHong Kong was handed back to China, British
troops maved out and the local expatriates cried:
‘How are we going to hear The Archers now. .Y

... on the Internet is the answer. From Sunday
19 November 1999 The Archers could be heard
on-line anywhere in the world.

Currently the programme has a brief introduction
voiced live in London, [ollowed by the crisp

phrase: ‘It’s The Archers.’

{With thanks to Peter Tewkesbury)
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—UOLLECTION-

WHICH ES (JOOD NEWS i"OR THI: BR[DQE FARM ARCHERS

HERE THEY VE DEVISED SOME TEMI’FING REC[PES USING
THEIR HOME-GROWN PRODUCTS. TRY THEM

Ingredients
A 1.4kg/3b chicken

Far the sauce:

50qg/2 oz Bridge Farm butter
2 tablespoons organic flour
150 ml/% pint giblet stock
Fresh rasemary and thyme

2 organic onions,

finely chopped

2 arganic carrots, finely sliced
6 tablespoons white wine
300ml/¥% pint thick

Bridge Farm cream

1 dessertspoon grain mustard
4 tablespoons of grated cheese
3 tablespoans breadcrumbs
Salt and pepper

- YOU MIGHT BE CONVERTED!

PAT’S FREE RANGE
FARMHOUSE CHICKEN

Serves 6

Pat has found a source of hand-reared, free range organic chicken. This gives her an
opportunity to use several Bridge Farm products, together with cheese carefully selected from
Ansie Baxter's Cheese Centre in presenting a dish that her friends agree is one of her best.

Roast the chicken in butter at 200°C/gas mark 6 for 20 minutes, then turn the bird, rub in more
butter, return to the oven, and after an hour the chicken will be ready,

Put all the sauce ingredients on a low heat for ten minutes, constantly stirring. Do not boil.

Carve the chicken into joints. Put a layer of
sauce in the dish, then the chicken pieces,
then another layer of sauce. Add a few
breadcrumbs and a little butter from the
chicken and bake in the hottest oven for five
minutes. Finish off under a hot grill.

To serve:

This tastes good with doflops of organic
mashed potato sprinkied with freshly
chopped parsley, and a rocket, avacado and
pine kernel salad.
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Ingredients

10 Pork and leek

Originals sausages

2 organic onions, sliced in rings
2 organic leeks, washed and sliced
2 organic potatoes

2 tablespaons flour

1 small arganic lemon

2 teaspoons paprika

50¢/2 oz Bridge Farm butter
300ml/% pint of stock or water

TOMMY'S BRIDGE FARM
ORIGINALS HOTPOT

Serves 4

Tomeny Archer is justifiably proud of his Bridge Farm Originals Sausages. They were his
idea and are made to his specification. He thought this easy recipe would be ideal for his
mates if they wanted to show off their skill at cooking.

Fry the onions and leeks in butter until they are soft but not brown. Remove from the pan and
put into a warmed casserole. Parboil the potatoes, then slice and add to casserole.

Cut the sausages inio chunks. Put the flour in a polythene hag and shake the chunks in it
until well coated. Fry the sausages until they are just beginning to turn brown then transfer
into casserole.

Add paprika to the frying pan and stir. Add the lemon juice, salt and stock or water. Bring to the
boil and pour over the sausages. Bake in a medium oven 180°C/gas mark 4 for one and a
half hours.

To serve:

Tommy prefers his hotpot to be accompanied by organic carrots, boiled, with a kob or two of
butter and some crusty home-made bread.
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TONY'S FAVOURITE BLACKBERRY
AND YOGHURT CHEESECAKE

Serves 6
Ingredients  As a boy, Tony Archer loved blackberrying with
40g/1%0z Britige Farm butter his grandfather Dan Archer on the slopes of
100g/4 oz organic wheat digestive Lakey Hill, Now any excuse will do for Tony to
biscuits, pounded into crumhs indulge himself in this oiganic finit. And the
100g/40z medium fat soft cheese combination of digestive biscuits and double cream
150g/50z Bridge Farm natural makes it his favourite dessert.
yoghurt
150ml/Y% pint whipped Melt the hufter in a saucepan and mix thoraughly
Bridge Farm daouble cream with the biscuit crumbs. Press into a (18cm/7 inch)
1 (11.7q) sachet gelatine loose bottomed cake tin and refrigerate until firm.
25g/10z icing sugar Save 12 large blackberries for decoration. Cook the
0.5kg/11b fresh blackberries, rest in a pan with 2 tabiespoons of water, until
picked by Helen, if you're lucky pulped. Allow to cool,
Sprinkle gelatine into 3 tablespoons hot water and whisk briskly until the gelatine dissolves.
Allow ta cool for a few minutes, stirring occasionally.
Beat yoghurt, sugar and soft cheese together, then fold in the blackberry puree, gelatine and
whipped cream. Pour on to the biscuit crust and return the cake tin to the fridge to chill.
To serve:
Remove from cake tin when sel. Decorate with cream and blackberries.

HELEN'S HANDY
CHOCOLATE OATCAKES

Serves as many as you can spare
Ingredients When you'’re a student and your essays ave doing your head in, take a break and make
200g/80z margarine somie of tiese. You'lt be guaranieed instant friendship with a tray of them round the telly.
1500/60z sugar They are quick, cheap and easy to make. Extra chocolate on top is optional but Helen
200g/80z rolled aats knows what shed recommend. ..
25g/10z cocoa
200g/80z arganic dark chocolate Melt the margarine.
Pile in the sugar, oats and cocoa and stir well.
Put into shallow haking tray.
Bake in a medium oven 180C°/gas mark 4 for
10-15 minutes
Coal in tin.
Coat with scrummy melted chocolate
To serve:
Cut into small squares so you ¢an have seconds
without too much guilt.
Make immetliate appointment at local gym!
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FARUARY 2000

Kate 'A{dndg'e S o morotle! Jﬂva{ S She thnkng of?
Poor Fhoele. wnthout her mum J See Nayleys a
vCton of her gqood nddure a8 usudl helprg” Koy out.
Hess her

facx and ?éifﬁh;( are back from ther Suerns
}10(.)' w:{;" a\.f:(tﬂ,ﬂ gfdfk dtdﬂf é}umﬁ( mtﬂ_‘}i é‘f her
{adest toy 5:5? ﬂlol,oarené/?t hes an aitor MNow does
she fund " them?

Elaabeths fnding st whot motherhoods all dhbout
now wdh m’:(? and _}f&(id(e. ,é'oad f?ru'lﬁ? }c/f $ on
hand  Hhes mowed nto Hower Lol {em]z;ora,nf
although AL gather fula.s been tredtng her a bt
lwe. the. hred ﬁd/a

FELRUARY

Jommys gof a. new gelprend  hat explans all
those.” 5ightings of hum wth G mySterous blonde. Poor
k‘a‘Jéz Jﬂbfaa hes led her down gently.

Fddes éractor for Sale «w AorChester Echo

o J{,S_P_
check enough Y3 L7

RRIDGE FARM

Organic Yoghurt

v

hngs must be bad. but clarre hasnt sad a word
to : S Lhrough as always

A cataract operaton has been
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that ths year o rea/(y sphould record e,yefyt}nny that s

ha,/p/ae,mny 4 O’L/? hope. Lrve g0t e to keep i up

mAXCH ;e

/ef'ra,ﬂ_q& Farm bonkrapt Knew ¢h saded chhse o ®
the wod but we thought theyd get by Everythng
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obher creddors Hhu ddnt Bran do Somethnd Ny
heart goel out €o ‘clarre

cfmr?am. w uprodr At ﬁroakﬁ(;/ﬂ./ Pl and Gl
wint to hand over the. farm Lo Aavd and Ruth
ord frd @ new home. but Elgabeth is torrifed -
doesnt want o be done out of her Share. &
Seems Hlad we dont have that Soré of problem

Ahlas guen up Chocolate and made Aistar
que up afeokl for Jend Brave fSaufj. Lf Jory
rad b que up Shres for #¢ aays hed be
«mfaof\,‘é{’é’. to lwe. with Or should that be more
:m,a&fﬁ:é(&." )

Naylen has plon to help s A and joe &
,éram&{ 3.{;08, Can ﬁe[,a TR J6TE. ged her Confxa{e.n&e <
back dfr:amj? Agalun é% gong out o the Car unth ﬁer‘é)
- and 4l Kkeep hm oC,&/?aa&i HNe.s tauxen the.
bankruptty very hard Arange Farm was hs lfe |

re Frys are back at Foodhne Cottdge \
Freda s thilled widh her new Wdthea W Lhought v
z{ﬁeg‘; were. o MM e the 15¢mgd./ow éhuf&f "I N
want to feare J \\:‘

Poachers have {aker loads of trout from o
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bode. well

extra N1y §

ALPRLL

e offered Nelen the Chinte {s run our new
Borchester Shop = and she sad ges! o Ge.
lovely So Speect at her st part maAle a
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were. morbifed  Arent plrents embarraSsingl
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A

Row over who wherds Brooxfield rumbles on
Junn s Christemng ended w . huge vow (! sad
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ashamed Kds

& o . c)oruf re.
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money o pgs there does that leave ned Carter?

e reall, J‘urfarduf Aebbe and Lumon when
they  got marred 'Jhey came out of the Heqister
bffce and there was tony all rea,cfsl wdh the.
bractor and brader! Hed dazorided them with
lots of flowers and ribbons and 4 handed the
happy Couple glasses of Champagne

Jhey laughed and clmbed aboord and Jony
drove them to the wedding breaxfast at brey
,J'aé/u e drue. roral Style ‘/%Ey Bridn wd Snt
there Youd have thughd he coudd swallow hs
/;r,de; Catastrophe when Fhoebe sat on Jennigers

af.n; hat ) had to gel oul the won fo Steam
¢ back wnto Sha.pe. Sooked fie on the da.
Kathy and ,fa'z&f dont seem to fbe getting on

M marrages g0 through rough patties

ver.

o Jafa/po.fa

FU e

..:/ommy beng very goad fre'_/;ﬂ:nj? St the Shop
HNelen fiushes College shortly. ¢hen Cdn be wrth i
fuff ~tume.

Poor Kathys discovered that Sd has been
hrng an affadia = wnth }o[m fogem‘ _dh&j
shattered Asesnt know whethes She Can mike &
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wants fo
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Aood that Sobhan kas put wp for the porish
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thak about Jme she joned the. vdlage /ukozae,r(y

Betly rang do say how well Koy rad dore
S exams ook for hm

?lu./y

foes w hospdal after gong msSing for 4 few
dayj He' could " have 4. 4 get o angry
about & Eddies dedermned ¢ ged éhem back to
Ambridge. Somehous

Tease for the Shop to be Completed on 17
fudy  Fngers and everythng else trossed we.
make & A Sulless Nelen Certanly has Some.

Strong dleas Afout how & Showld be. run
é}'lu_\x'{ bedard Ruth ral to have A bred st

removal How Qurful’ Aged s looking very worn

Eddes « £ hS promSe = he and foe ver
happly wstalled n a Cararan - on estate
land? HNave to admre hs Cheek

Awqgeese

Jocial servces hawe been {o see Shula and
Hstar Several tmes dbout adopting Aarel

BRIDGE FARM

Original Says ages

Aeems over the. top  Punty and #eq now
recontded o the dea.

Sell. they tred but there was st tos mulh
hart " Kathy s lept Sd ard she and jame
have mored o anth S for the éme beng Foor

womidn ~ 13 years Lown the. dr&’,m
Bl of staff trouble at the. Shop = dm S
well Sort i out )
fﬁﬁm’{f-&ya been 3o M?{ £ almost forgol about my
dar

Ruth Spent a3t monts reCuperdting after her
op and § now Startng Chemotheragy IS So quful
for her ,

B the brghter e after @ drawn-out process
Adrels adoplon hs gone through muth b6 Fhulas
relef

scéober

70 doubl about & &{e,J,,o({e, how Some requlars feel.
folene. s hghly Sucressful behnd the. bar at Jhe
Bull HNe calied n the olher nght and & was
pd.é}(ed cIhey say theres no fool lke an old fool
ell. there were quie a few young fools there oo
with thewr eyes on stales and brew bongues hangng
ot Fothng (we a JAA Lo pull the punters
Kathy S makng the best of & but &5 hard
for her. left out o the Cold 4 wonder what the

4

ff:.,oéc,mée,r

fubure. wll briong for her?
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here can come 2 fime 1D
peaphe (v when guerythitig
uddenly oo haywitt Far WL
Ascher, on€ of Ambtidge bewt-Joved
villagess. the {2 months have
rurned into het ‘ynnus horr ibthis™.
When Jilt pgurest bt knee and
couldn t Manage srairs 1 made sense for

e fantilioy tu swap homes David and

'unl

fLuch and ther chibdren movedd 1o
the gt hnokheld,
while Jill and Phil took up resdenee i
the bungalow.

It was 1ot altogether & WULEEE !
and Phit found the bungalo™ cramped
while Tlls bad knee meant e Jpadd o
Y runmng er furihouse hed
and breakfast- 3 «dehne ho enjoyed.
She almost soid hes beliwed becs, 00
because 1 would be o0 puch of a
struggle o look after the hives, but Phil
pcrsuaded fher to keep them

Next, a lorry crashedd 1o Woodinne

{amshouse @t

Cottage, rendering [Nt Bert and
Freda Fry homejess and, as thelr
landlord, 1k was up to Phil e finil them
acconunodation Thers Wwas only one
solugon: pll avd [hal e back wito
Brookificld abongpide v sni Ruth.
leaving the bungalow free for the Frys.

Poor Jill. Two moves i o yesr and
e her beloved
Brookficld with her son. s wife and
st the chaos that accOmMpames two
qmall children.

They drew up [otas tp sare out the
chores, but that wighe fort
donestic bliss 50 they held 2 council of
LnHRANUNous

now  squailie d

ditn
war, In 2 gote  of
confidence, Jill was elected best cook
and she ok charge of al the meals,
wuich to everyones chef. She dnl
the ncreasng responsibility of
jooking after Pip and fosh, although

S [

NAME: JILL ARCHER née PATTERSON
BORN: 3 October 1930
ADDRESS: Brookfield Farm, Ambridge
OCCUPA'"ON: Partner in Brookfield,
beekeeper, hen feeder, unofficial child
minder, exbed and breakfast
propriefor; saint
FAMILY: Married to phil. Two sons,
Kenton and David, tWo daughters, Shula
and Elizabeth. Five grondchi\dren, Pip,
Josh, Daniel and twins Freddie and Lily
HOBBIES: Cake making, cooking and

d sympathy

{liated Lyn

<he felt that Ruth was
with the results

The arrivay ot Glizabeth’s rwins, Ly
and Ereddie, created even more work
for Grandma L She
{ower Loxdey 107 1 while to help with
other

n't ahways pleased

moved 1mto
the mght feeds U8 e s
grandmother, fulia Pargrettes, proved O
be a reluctant papfry - HANRET:

The Pargetters adored the babres but
fovib them < hausing, Not anly that
but Lyzzie herself ha Lepny ot wath &
hole 1 the noart, and she npeeds 3
further operation. 1w an anxious tme
for htl

But even anxieties about Elizabeth's
bealth paled Desiie which
erupted when il and phil tried to pati

the Tos

Pty fetirement They had wanted to
sel} somne of the farmland to Davad and
Ruth to buy okt reriement home.
The mere 1dea of i1 wenit shock waves of
sibling rivalty through the children.
Elizabeth  was outrazed at the
thought of ‘osing’ ber inheritance,
despite Jving wule at Lower Loxley
Shula thought Wi being
selfish but Kenton supported Elizabeth,
despite having alpeady recerved his share
of the fanmly wealth, Davids attempts
to find a cOMPTOME ehided in Dianng
arguments otk Phil. The situation
dissolved anud pcwr:u\ ecriminations
and bickering awong ‘e children and
1 will never tomges the permible WA

her s

that spoiled tbe wing clirisieting

With probhesns (e thove, el oo
Ruth needing 50 and
support 10 getng her breast
cancer agernon ife hasp't been €38¥
this year. Not seat b would admit it oF
ul o face up w0 i (ap of the many
good things you cain say about Jill 18
that she's a hghteT.

Hineh love

oves

Highs

1958 Twins Shula and Kenton harn
followed by David (195%) ond

1988 Crgarised
wisdding eher flufh's mathef foll I
1993 Boves beilliant ororge and
Cointreau modeird cake Fet
}".ir:.kb:v,-;}.rer Pipa cheistening
1999 Delighted 1o be a

grundmo'fher ogain.

Lows

1976 Collapses with @ thytoid
deficiency ~ myxoedema.

1991 Husband Pl (eaves home
alar row ot Jil's Db guests
1992 Daughter Elzabethy nas =0
aborfion withadt yeliing ket mum
2000 Doughﬁef-in-law Ruth has
a mastectomy-

What if.--

Jill had anather puit of hands
G Jill hadn) hes? demonsirating
ihvay nilty Liichan doves with 15 wees
when she met Phil2

Patricia Greene

e (Rhows # Padldy) Grieene
acl ahways jrreetided w
aldhough her headrtiistims i
Pleruy (£1ed 10 dinuatde Y from
following such 2 precarious
Ccareer.

After the Ceuntral School of
Speech and Drama in London,
her aun Was 0 be u clasncal
actress but Archers y”ducer'l'ouy
Shryane snsisted she Wil perfect
for the role gt Phil Archer’s now
wnfe 1 1957 Jill came from the
tow, didn’t know what combing
Hareuer et Of what grew on
Jrable land, snd v sliies mblc 10
ask naive agncultural quEStLONS.
paddy fitzed the bull.

paddy has phyed Jibh tiae noasty
A4 ypars and in 1007 Wi awarde
an MUSE for services 1o eadio

1y (904 Paddy was one of the
authors of the very raccesstll
Tk of The Archers She takes patt
ey Clall My T Jnil das appesce
in Casualty and the BHLS
Jaytime cdrania Do it

Mer own ‘real’ life at home 1 2
village m the Thames Valley
inchindes reading, warching others
gardeming. dining with friends,
wobtig 1 e thgarre and recording
upes o the Visually pgaied —
very Jill-like occupation.



YOU GOT THREE ROUNDS

++-.AND WHAT DO PINTS MEAN/Z

We all likes a gossip, and being a milkman | "as a hit of a laugh when doin’

One Pint - so easy a Grundy |
could do ‘em.

Two Pints —~ maybe the Aldridges
could get in a pint for once!
and
Three Pints — you'd 'ave to bhe
an Archer or a Tucker to
get these.

The People Time’s Forgot - The People Time’s Forgot -
One Pint Round Two Pints Round

1. Who got put inside for organising an 9.

armed raid on the village shcp?
2.

What was the name of Jack Woolley's  10.

dog?

3. What is the name of Eddie Grundy’s
glder brother? 11.
4. What was the name of Mrs Antrabus’
favourite Afghan bitch?

12.
5. What is the name of the chauffeur
who drives the Bentley at Grey
Gables?

13.
\Who took great pride in fooking after
the village telephone box? 14.
Who very nearly gof involved with
Neil Carter while his wife Susan was
in prison? 15.
Who waorked for Nelson Gabriel in the
wine bar?

16.

PINTS MEAN PRIZES!

me rounds. You'd be surprised what people get up to early in the morning!

reckon | knows more than anyone about people wheo've lived round and
about Ambyridge, so I've "ad a bit of fun and put together a quiz about
The Peopie Time's Forgot.

We all know Sid’s got other things on his mind, so to speak, so this’ll keep

your "and in until he gets round to the next Quiz Night at The Bull.

Anyways, here’s a test of what you might have picked up as I expect
you've done a bit of eavesdropping in your time.

The People Time’s Forgot -
Three Pints Round

Who was the farmer who helped Neil
Carter set up his pig business?

Who is responsible for most of the
building and repair work around
Ambridge?

Who was the policewoman wio
turned out to be Nelson Gabriel's
daughter?

Who was the last Vicar of Ambridge,
hefore it became part of the
combined Anmvale Parishes?

Who got Jennifer Archer into trouble?

Who thought they saw a ghost at
Arkwright Hall — but it was only a

aypsy?

What was the name of the Welshman
who was Dan Archer’s shepherd at
Brookfield who married a girt called

Mary?

Who was the mother of Jack
Woolley's adopted daughter Hazel?

Now turn to page 96 to find out how clever you are!
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1% Gardening Tips

summer

MARROW WINE
From a recipe first compiled in a Uri Dale farmbouse at the end of the 18th century.

Gather ye marrows. They must be firm and free of the mould. A goodly weight, at Jeast 81b each. Wash ye well tht:lr insides.
> Take ye a sharp knife and cut offe about four inches from the stalk end.

With a long-handled ladle remove ye the seeds, leaving softe ﬂeﬁh&mSIdc Finde a goode qualyte ladies silk hose,
preferably without her in it. Cut offe ye big toe of hﬁsc and insert marrow within.

A hole should be made in ye marrow’s nether en nd le hung from a hooke in ye larder.
Place ye a busk

Ye marrow is now filled with dark raw sugar to its ve
liquid and put in a large copper.

vessels withe not a shaky hand. Ye l;quor to be treated wnhe grea e"f{f— o
“or woe to he who imbibes in quantity. . ,’,4'

Not for the fainte hearted!



MIKE TUCKER (below): A
portable CD player with
headphenes to lake on my
milk round and drown oul
Phoebe an a bad day.

JOL GRUNDY: I'd like a

couple of pints on the house

afore 1 goes. Then I'd know
there really was a Father
Christmas.

PHOERE ALDRIDGE: My
nummy.

JULIA PARGETTER: A
Christmas eard from Nelson
Cabriel.

Mprs AN B LAYS

|

When Mrs Antrobus decided to play Santa Claus to raise money for
the church funds, it wasn’t just the kids who wanted to sitlon her knee
and tell her what they wanted for Christmas. Parents came too. ..

WILLIAM GRUNDY: An ELIZABETH PARCETTER: My
honest dad. birthright.

MATT CRAWFORD: Another LAWRENCE LLOVELL: To give
chance to gel one over on the world my Lear.

Brian Aldridge.

LILY PARGETTLER: We'd like

Mummy to...

FREDDIE PARGETTER: ...be
happy ali the {ime.

PHIL ARCITER (above):

A new home.

GREG TURNER: Just give me
healily game hirds!

HAYLEY JORDAN (ahove):
A little sparkly engagement

ring would do me. Not that 1
wanl( (o rush things!




FacT OR FICTION? Th: CHARACTERS IN THE ARCHERS ARF. 50O FAMILIAR
TO US THAT WE FORGET THEY ARE PLAYED BY ACITORS. SO HOW MUCH OF THE
ACTORS IS REVEALED I[N THE CIHARACTERS THEY PLAY?

Ty BEFCHAM'™S MATE HANDY ANDY (ANDREW PENNINGTON) HAS ANSLYSED THE
HANDWRITING OF THE FOLLOWING AMBRIDGE CONTRIBUTORS 10 SEE HOW FAR
CHARACTERS AND ACTORS OVERLAP. SEE WHAT YOU THINK...

SrLanTs UP AND DowN Loops aND FIGURE E1GHTS

ARCHES AND CURVES

ANGULAR LETTERS INDICATE

DECISIVENESS

| ARCHEN LETTERS — ‘ARCADES —
SUGGEST SOMEQONLE WHO CAN'T
LET THEMSELVES GO

WHEN THE BOT1OM OF THE
LETTERS CURVE LIKE A CUP —

| "GARLANDS' — THE WRITER IS AT
EASE WITTI THEMSELVES AND
THE WORLD AROUND THEM

WHEN THE WORDS ARE
THREADED THE PERSON
CONCERNED RELIES ON INSTINCT
AND IS A RISK TAKER

BACKWARD SLANT INDICATES
CAUTION, THOUGHTS AND
ACTIONS BASED ON LOGIC

FORWARD SLANT SUGGESTS
RESPONSIVENESS, EMOTIONAL
INFLUENCE ON THOUGHTS
AND ACTIONS

VERFICAL SLANT SHOWS A
PERSON WHO CANNOT RELAX IN
COMPANY AND DOES NOT FIT
INTC() A GROUT

VARIED SLANT SIGNIFIES A
PERSONALFIY THAT IS Ql.’](’.‘K
AND UNPREDICIARILE

MISSING LETTERS, MISSING [
DOTS AND T CROSSES SHOW
ABSENT-MINDEDNESS

ENLARGED LOWER LOOPS SHOW A
WARM DISPOSTTION

BEWARE RIGID HANDWRITING
WHICH WARNS OF ARROGANCE

FIGURE EIGHTS AND !
DISCONNECTIONS DEMONSTRATE
CREATIVITY

REGULARITY AND PRECISION
INDICATE PATIENCE

JACK WOOLLEY

) 4

ARNOLD PETERS

Jack Woolley s a self-made man of

action with an ability to make money.

He's run Grey Gables for years and
is now enjoyimg a lively retivemen,
though still supervising Caroline

Pemberton when it suits him. Condd
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Arnold Peters do as well?

The wide spacing and rthe positioning of his writing suggests that
Arnold is full of vitality and courage, is well organised and gregarious.
The use of the letter ‘T" shows he is confident and likes to know where
he is. The formulation of his capital letters tells us he is ambitious and
likes to be as accurate as possible in all that he does. He is a spiritual
and inspirational person. His Jower case letters show that he is artistic
and creative. He is sensitive to the opinion of others and good
humoured, is always alert and thinks on his leet. A good chap to have
at a party!
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EDpDIE GRUNDY

TrReEVOR HARRISON

Fddie Grundy is @ born maverick
who would have us believe he is
also a born country and western
simger. He can turn Nis hand to
most farming chores but his chief
ambilion 1s to gel vich quick with no
effort om his part. His schemes are
doomed (o failure and his
bankruptey hit him hard. How is he
going to get through the next yeur
or so and could actor Trevor
Harrison manage such difficulties
mn his own life?

DAVID ARCHER
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TiM BENTINCK

David Archer has a wife who hnows
nearly as much about farming as he
does, and two children. He can't
wait to run Brookfield Farm
independently and is impatient of
restraint. He has been extremely
supportive of Ruth during her
itlness and irritated with has siblings
over thetr wrangling about the
[future of Brookfield. Is Tim
Bentinck Dawid’s twin?

HAYLEY JORDAN

Lucy Davis

Ilayley fordan is one of the most
popular young wamen in Ambridge.
Kind and bubbly, she heeps an eye
on Mrs Antrobus as well as all the
childven m her charge. Roy Tucker
couldn’t have done better in his
chotice of girlfriend and little Phoebe
is flourishing in her care. Bul
Hayley can more than hold her own.
Can Lucy Dauis?

C.odie G«iiw%,

Trevor has a lot of willpower and intellectual energy and can stay
controlled when the going gets tough. He is naturally diplomatic and
is good with people, although he prefers to keep a personal distance
when circumstances call for it. Although generally a calm person he
can be energetic and forceful upon occasion. He is modest, instinctive
and is quick to grasp opportunities as they arise. A loyal and non-
Judgmental friend and worthy of several pints of Shires in the local.
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Tim’s handwriting suggests that he is self-confident and can
occasionally be impatient. He is practical and ambitious and knows
precisely what he wants out of life, and his confidence enables him to
plan well for the future. Artistic, imaginative, creative — perhaps he
enjoys a hobby such as landscape painting as his handwriting suggests
that he enjoys being on his own for relaxation. Overall an intelligent,
balanced and thoughtful person.

Xoal Kovs
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The positioning of Lucy's perfectly upright handwriting suggests
that she is an intelligent, self-controlled and balanced person. She is
practical and likes to keep things in life plain, with a minimum of
fuss — at the same time keeping her mind free and unhampered.
Ambitious and confident with a strong will she likes ro plan ahead
and prefers to know what is wairing round the next corner. Although
she is 4 calm personality she is also very energetic and doesn’t pull
her punches when the occasion calls for it. A good person to have on
your side!
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NSTITUTION

W hhere =T oo hroloors wend natiorwede vw 1.957, i was an instand success. O lewe we wivall fiean (e

wetleon s /w@/mcea// /éac /0% w 6{2&@ and, cha% meel lhe /éww//wzy ﬁ//m/ﬁed J lhe ﬂb/@e

n The Anhere went pationwide
tor Godfrey Baseley
wroduced a
r audie
nobile recording vehicle’ ta mect GODFREY : sort of
gers of Ambridge, calling fivst at i » a bit of roma
field Farm to mect Dan and Dons
cr,oand thetr far Simon PHILIP: Oh
yoper. This s bow it went:
GRACE:

SCENE ONE. BROOKFIELD EXTERIOR

Q FTER 1S first nationwide broadcase
at 11.45am on January 1 1951, The SIMON:
Archers was an  instant  success. The rrve f

‘everyday story of country folk’ attracted
two million listeners, and by Easter had
moved to 6.45pm, a peak listening slot.
Within a week the audience had doubled.
Godfrey Baseley (above) had edited
the programme for 22 years when he on Ji 3 231 with a cast featuring
wrote: ‘Perhaps the most important t]‘ling BROOKFIELD INTERIOR tflarry Jan, Gyven Berryman as
m The Archerd favour 1s thae it 1s authentic, =S =i Daris, Nornan inting as Phil, Pamela Mant
and behind us is every rural organisation
of importance, ready to help in presenting
a true picture of the countryside, and to
bring a breath of fresh air every day to
tired and weary townsfolk. here.
Original producer Tony Shryane who
produced the programme for 28 years was
justly proud of the authentic sound
cffects: “Recordings have been made at
Wotnen's Institute meelings, village GODFREY: Uie are
churches, riding schools, parks and ) gul
country estates, railway searions, farms,
cattle markets and skattle alleys!
Val Gielgud, head of radio drama n
1951, called it: ‘Acceptable hokum’.
Whatever the reason, the programme
continued to thrive and by the time it was
10 years old 11 million hsteners were

120

Jiced by €

by Tony Shryacc. it began with a

NARRATOR:

tuning .
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THE ARCHER FAMILY (above)

Holding up a mirror to farming
Britain in the 19505

The Archer family (above) lived at Brookfield Farm. Dan
Archer was a tenant farmer in his mid-fifties, struggling in that
post-war austerity period to come to terms with changes both
on the farm and in the countryside around Ambridge. His
story reflected what was taking place all over Britain.

Dan had grown up in the days when Squire Lawson-Hope
acted as both local landlord and lord of the manor. Dan’s wife
Dors (formerly Doris Forrest) had, like many young girls of
her age, started work in service at the Manor, first as a kitchen
maid and then as personal maid to the Squire’s wife, Lettie.

They had been married for more than 30 years and had
raised a family in that rambling farmhouse. Their elder son,
Jack, was marricd to Pegey (nce Perkins) with a family of his
own. Disinclined to follow in his father’s footsteps, he was
content to run a smallholding.

Younger son Philip, on the other hand, had a natural talent
for farming and was cager to introduce modern methods to
Brookfield, even if it meant being at odds with his father.

To complete the family there was Christine, a typical
farmers daughter. At ease with the animals, always ready to
lend a hand, keen on horses - her ambicion was to run her own
riding stables.

JACK ARCHER AND FAMILY

The wayward son who turned fo drink

Jack Archer was uprooted from life on the farm to serve in the
Army during the Second World War. By 1951 he had married
Peggy, a pretry ATS girl from London, who settled with him

tn Ambridge. They had two daughters, Jennifer and Lilian,
followed by a son, Tony.

Jack wasn't sure where he was going. He was never very
happy doing the chores, such as washing the eggs ready for the
customers. In 1952 he gave up the smallholding and went to
live in Cornwall, but when that didn't work out the family
returned to Ambridge.

During the day Jack worked for his father ar Brookficld,
and 1 the evenings began learning about the licensed trade,
although some would say he was already too familiar with the
subject. Eventually, he took over the tenancy of The Bull,
which should have solved all his problems.

But he was soon restless, began drinking and gambling and
was rude to the customers. He wasn’t helped by the interfering
prescrice of his mother-in-law, Mrs Perkins, known to all as
Mrs P, who took no pains to hide what she thoughe of Jack.

Impatient at Jack’s irresponsible management, the long-
suffering brewery insisted that if the family wanted to stay at
The Bull Peggy must become the licensee. [t was the making
of the familys fortunes. Under Peggy’s iron rule The Bull
prospered, but ironically it was the cause of Jacks undoing,
Resentful of Peggys success, he became an alcoholic and
sutfered severe depression, compounded by davghter Jennifer
having an illegitimate baby in 1967. Despite treatment, Jack
died in a clinic in 1972, at the age of 50.

After many years on her own Peggy married Jack Woolley
and was able to close the book on that early part of her life.

THE GABRIELS
{ike father, like son?

Walter Gabriel with his corncrake voice and highly individual
approach to life was Ambridge’s ‘character’, laved and endured
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by the villagers who never knew what to expect from him next.

Being almost the same age, he and Dan Archer weuid have
been in the same class at Ambridge Village School. They were
certainly the best of friends; Dan quictly accepting all of
Walters lietle eccentricitics with a wry smile, bor always
willing to put his hand in his pocket to help Walter when he
got into a scrape.

‘Dan, mc old pal, me old beaney) was often heard
emanating from Walter’s mouth. Walter had a farm on the old
Squire’s estate, and received maore than one warning about the
way 1t was run. After he gave up farming he embarked on a
series of unusual enterprises. each one losing more money
than rthe last.

Walter’s wife Annie died when their son Nelson was still
quite young. Nelson Guabriel was the apple of s fathers eye,
but it wasa't until fater in life that Nelson began to show some
of the characteristics he had inherited. Nelson did his National
Service in the RAF and it mwust have been a great
disappointment to Walter when he decided ro sign on and not
return to Ambridge for some years.

Despite their differences, the two Gabriels stood by and
supported each other until Walter died in 1988. Not for the
first time, Nelson’s current whercabouts remain a mystery,

although his ereditors would dearly like to getin touch.

THE COOPER FAMILY

A farmworker’s tale

The 1950s were tmes of great change 1n the farmmg industry
as tractors replaced horses, the threshing machine gave way to
the combhine harvester and traditional skills were no longer
required.

Nowhere was cthis more apparent than at Brookficld and
for a worker like Siman Cooper who had spent all Tus life on
a farm it must have been z difficule time.

But then Dan Archer was not one to bring in change too
quickly and was always appreciative of Simon’s work, cven
trying to persuade him to set up on his own. Simon was a
gentle chap and the only time he lost his temper was when he
mistakenly thought Dan suspected him of fiddling the books
at the smallholding.

Simon always addressed 1Jan as ‘gaffer’ as befitted their
different stations in life and was rarely without his hat.

Simon was happy in the tied cottage he shared with his
wife Bess Cooper who eame from a large family in Follerton.
Other than that, you'd find him in The Bull plaving dominoes
or skittles and trying to make a half of mild last the whole
evening. He'd also be quietly goading his lifclong friend and
drinking companion, Walter Gabriel. Simon would ask a
question which would always be greeted with the same,
age-old response from Walter:"Well, my old Granny always used
to say...

I 1956 Simon had back trouble and had to retire, but 1Jan
allowed the Coopers to stay on in their cottage until Sumon
died two years later. They had no children so Bess went to live
with her sister.

THE CAREYS, MOTHER AND SON

Roance at the manar

Squire Lawson-Fope and his wife Lettie were at the centre of
the Ambridge social life, and it was to their home at the Manor
in 1951 that the recendy-widowed Helen Carey came to stay
with her son, Alan.

Alan Carey had served with a tank regiment in Korea,
where he had been wounded and suffered severe depression
after sceing his twin brother Rex burned abive. Essentially a
countryman, he was fond of bird-watching and playing tennis
and 1t wus thought that staying at the Manor might help him
to recover.

Helen was an old friend of the Lawson-Hopes and they
did all they could to introduce her to "the right sort of people’
in Ambridge. This included the former businessman George
Fairbrother, a widower who had recently bought a farm and
settled in Ambridge with his daughter, Grace.

Of course the inevitable happened. Grace was drawn to
this brooding young Army officer, and helped him back to
normality. Alan proposed to Grace, but when she turned him
down his depression returned. Soon after, on a visit to
Yorkshire, he met the attractive Ann Fraser and they fell in
love. This tme his proposal of marriage was accepted and the
couple made their home in Yorkshire.

Cupids arrow was not confined to the younger
generation. Fclen Carey was still only 42 when she met
George Fairbrother, and although she admtted to bemg
apprehensive about taking on Grace as a step-daughtet, she
graciously accepted George’s offer of marriage and moved into
his farmhouse.

REGGIE AND VALERIE TRENTHAM
A wmatch made in Grey Gables

‘Man about town meets femme fatale’ is how the Borchester
Ecito would have described the arrival of Reggile Trentham
with Valerie Grayson on his arm in 1952

Everyone in Ambridge knew Reggie Trentham and took
him as they found him. He was a bit of a rogue, fond of riding
and boxing, and no mean bowler on the cricket field, as his
record with Ambridge Cricket Club shows.

Reggie was a director of Grey Gables Country Club, and
all Ambridge smiled wryly when he installed Valerie as a club
hostess. So began a long and tempestuous courtship with
Valerie finmally agreeing to marry Reggie. Three years later
their daughter Hazel was born.

Reggic Trentham died, not in Ambridge, but abroad, in the
Bahamas. By this time Grey Gables had been sold to Jack
Woolley. Jack wanted to go off on a cruise and was delighted
when Valerie Trentham returned and offered to run Grey
Gables 1 his absence.

Valerie, ‘the merry widow', eventually became Mrs Jack
Woolley, but she showed hittle mterest in Jack or in their new
home. (nece Hazel was away at boarding school Valeric
embarked on a series of affairs, and then disappeared from
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Ambridge. She did ensure that Jack legally adopted Flazel, a
niove that delighted Jack but had little effect on the daughter.

Jack blamed himiself when Valerie died of drink, but those
who had lived longer in Ambridge remembered the days of
Reggie and Valerie Trentham and knew beter.

THE FAIRBROTHERS
Crace, darling

The arrival of George Fairbrother and his daughter Grace in
1951 was to have a profound 1ofluence oun events in the village.
Why did Fairbrother move to Ambridge and buy a small farm
after he had rnade a fortune in plastics? Was 1t to move away
from memories of his late wife or was it to indulge his
daughter Grace with her love for horses and everything to do
with the social life in the country?

It was when he was fishing one day in his trout stream chat
George realised that he had fallen for the charms of Helen
Carey, a widow staying with Squire Lawson-Hopc. After a
short courtship they were married.

At first Grace didn't take kindly to her father’s re-marriage,
perhaps because she had o take second place in his affections.
However, Helen was a sensible woman of the world and used her

CLOUKWISE FROM TOP 1LEFT: Walter Gabriel {Chriss
Giteins) 1967; Walter (left) with Simon Cooper
{Eddie Robinson} 1957: Nelson Gabriel {Jack May)
1992: Peggy (June Spencer) and Jack Archer (Denis
Folwell), 1951

calm persuasion to make Grace her friend as well as her scep-
daughter. The following year Ficlen gave birth to a son, Robin.

George Fairbrother was still very much 2 businessman at
heart and enlarged his estate and brought in many modern
farming mcthods that other farmers m Ambridge sneered at. The
crunch came with the discovery of ironstone on the Fairbrother
land. George ainied to mine the valuable ore and it was ouly after
the intervention of Squire Lawson-Hope that George accepted
that mining would bring devastation to the village.

He had several minor skirmishes
neighbourhood, and 1t was usually left to Helen to smooth the
rutfled feathers.

When Grace wanted to start a riding school George
advised against it, but then relented and gave it his support. He

with others in the

didn’t exactly encourage Grace in her pursuit of Phil Archer,
but saw him for the sensible voung farmer that he was and
eventually made him a director and included him in his long-
term plans.

Helen was a great comfort to George when Grace died. She
persuaded him that life had to go on, but the death left such a
deep impression that George sold up and the family moved away.
It was left to Helen to return to make the arrangements for the
memorial window to Grace in St Stephen’.
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In 1951, Britain was still feeling the effeets of

Y post-war austerify. Food. elothing amd petrol
were on ration. The balance of paymeass and

the dollar ervisis were always in (he news.

YFAR THAT Mq Out of the gloom came the Festival of Brifain -
4 S and on (o (he BBC Lig SIAnIMe Canid

The reher.
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It’s the
Ambridge
wedding of the
year! Debbie

Aldridge is the

blushing bride
and Canadian
Simon Gerrard

her dashing

groom

D chbie met Sirpon when she was
a student at Excrer University

in 1991, Tle was a visiting lecturer
from Canada and his conlidence and
charm attracied her from the start.
She fell blissfully i Jove and.
tlatiered by her admiration. he was
happy 10 teach her much more than
the French stuchies on the
curriculum. Following her ta
Ambridge. he hegged her ro go hack
1o Canada but she was 100 young ro
commit. He hecame angry and
disappeared. relling her vaguely

there was “someone else’,

Broken-hearted. she never
returned (o FExeter to {inish her
studies.

However. all good {airv stories
need a happy ending and after trials
and tribulavons the Prince claimed
his Prineess. although in this case it
was some vears before the lovers
were re-united. Simom got a job at

Felpersham University, imsisted on

meeting Debbie 1o explain why he
had hehaved as he had and onee
again worked his magic. When he
wooed her this time he clanned that
nooe ol the other women in his life
had matched up to what he fels

for her.

Overcoming all Debbie’s
objections he persuaded her to live
with him and when he went down
un one knee to propose. starrv-eved
she said yes.

BRIAN ALDRIDGE - WICKED
BARON OR FAIRY GODIATHER?

Will they live happily ever after?

Not according to Brian. He regards
Slimon” as a frog rather than a
prince. Only time will cell if he is the
Wicked Baron. ereating problems for
the couple out of his jealousy and
irrational dislike or the Fairy
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Godfather, trving 10 ensure the
happiness ol his much loved step-
daughter. His absence from the
wedding ceremony spoke vohanes.
He made it plain that the event took
place without his blessing but
Debhic should have been grateful he
didu’t cast a bad spell over the
proceedings. Certainly. Brian would
happily have made Simon disappear
in a puff of simoke.

S0 when Debbie Aldridge
bhecaine Mrs Simon Gerrard, Brian.
her step-father, frieud aud ally, was
missing [rom the happy throng. He
took himself out of Borsetshire for a
few davs "on husiness’ and even
reflused (o help Jennifer by looking
after his granddaughter Phoebe.

It's as il he can't accepr that his
litle zirl has Lnally grown up. and

Debibie is at a loss to know how
to handle him.

Marters weren't helped prior o



the wedding when Brian foand ot
that Simon had been suspended
from work. A female student alleged
that Simon had sexually harassed
her, and Brian's worst fears were
confirmed. Even when Simon was
reinstated after the givl withidrew
her allegations. Brian was still
suspicious, alternately raging and
pleading with Deblie, begging her
to see sense. That of course made
her cling to Simon alt the more,
T'here was further fricrion when
Brian learned of Debbic and Simon s
interest in reuting (ﬁ.r‘angﬁ Farm
after the eviction of the Grundys.
Anxious to avert another row.
Dehbie hadn™ told Brian when she
went (o consult Graham Rvder bur
Ambridge is a small village. Bui
Mart Crawford was more than
happy to pass on the news to Brian
and enjoy his humiliation, and soon
Debbie was in the middle of the
very row she had hoped 1o avoid!
Debbie spent the night hefore
the wedding with her mother and
sister Alice at Home Farm. She was
haurt and sacl that Brian wasu't there,
Lt when she went to her room after
dinner, she found he had left her a
charming necklace on her dressing
table, with a note: Lave. Dad'.

DO YOU, DEBORAH ALDRIDGF,
TAKE THIS MAN...?

Debbie and Simon were married at
Borehester Register Office. Alice was
the ring-hearer and looked smart
aed inportant in the special new
clress Simon and Debbie bought her
for the occasion. Liule Phoebe was
in a new dress two. which cunningly
maiched Jennifer's ensemble.
Jennifer’s claborate hat looked as
zood as new despite having been

accidentally flatened by Phoebe!
Undaunted, Jennifer worked
wonders steaming it back into shape
it time,

Only close family and friends
were invited, The Woollevs and
Nigel and Elizabeth Pargerier were
happy o attend. However. Brian
was not the only member of the
family conspicuously absent from
the feast.

Debbie particularly inissed the
abrasive comments of her younger
sister Kate, still roaming aronnd
Alrica “finding hersell’. and her elder
step-brother. Adam Maey, who
hasn't been home for years,
preferring to live and work in the
developing world. Jenmifer had
hoped thev'd {ly back for the
wedding, but without suceess. Kale
couldn’t be rracked down: Adam was
too busy but sent his wariest wishes
for a happy lile to them both.

It was a lovely spring day. The
wedding went withont a hitch wirth
Elizabeth as one witness and *Bondi’
Blanchard. an academic fricnd of
Simon’s, as the second. When they
came ont ol the Register Office into
the sunlight. the happy couple were
surprised by Pat Archer with two
alasses of champagne.

Not only that. but Tony Archer
was winiting. dressed in Higgs’
chanffeur unifurm. air the wheel of a
decorated tractor and trailer.
bedecked in llowers and streamners.
Simon and Debbie climbed ahoard
for the ride (o their wedding
hreakfast at Grey Gables.

After their wonderful day Mr
and Mrs Simon Gerrard spent a
short honeynmoon in Paris. saving
their main holiday for the swunmer
when they visited Simon’s family
and friends in Canada.
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He's too old! Simon is a good 20 years
older than Debhie

He’s heen married before

{He’s a widower)

He’s a lecher, not & lecturer. He had a0
business seducing a student

He abandened Debbie when it suited
him, and he'll do it again

He’s a wimp. When he first came
whining around Ambridge Iooking for
Debbie Brian threw him off Home Farm
and he didn't come hack

A leopard never changes its spots

When Brian got home Jennifer
told hina how well the wedding had
goue and how much she had missed
his not heing there. ‘It reminded me

* she told him,

of our own wedding,
with a touch of wisttulness.

Now it's all over, Jennifer [cels
sadd aboni the day. Brian won't even
be in the photos. He too is sad aboul
the wlhole aflair, unhappy it turned
out this way. He had left Debbie his
oilt but he knew really rhat the best
present he could have given her
would have been 10 be there in
person to see her marry Simon.

With the wedding and
Lonevmoon over Debbie and Simon
are keen 1o get on with their life
together hut it’s unlikely 10 be as
simple as thar. Borchester Land
kept them in suspense over Grange
Farm hefore deciding against
offering them the tenanes.

Meanwhile Brian’s diclike of
Simon keeps the tamily rift alive.
Will lie be proved right about his
loathed son-in-law? And if so, will it
hring hini much satisfaction?



Lynda Sneil

Dr CHARLES YOUNG: Lynda, you were
unanimously elected by the selection
committee in Ambridge to come on the
Psychiatrist’s Couch. Why do you think
that was?

LYNDA: Such a compliment. | agree with
them. | am the perfect choice.

CHARLES: And why is that?

LYNDA: They must have realised that
there would be a meeting of minds, and
they know from their own experience just
how much | can help you.

GHARLES: | see. Now let’s start at the
beginning. You were born in May, 19477

LYNDA: Yes indeed — I'm a pig.

CHARLES: Not at all. You onty had a
couple of biscuits.

LYNDA: No, | mean pig as in boar. | am
a boar.

CHARLES: It's odd you sho.ld say that
because...

LYNDA: It was a bit of a blow when |
found out. A dog would be much more in
my style. Semething aristocratic and
elegant — a greyhound perhaps or 4
pointer. When were you born?

CHARLES: Oh, um, April 12.

LYNDA: What year?

CHARLES: 1948.

LYNDA: You're a rat.
CHARLES: That’s a bit harsh!

LYNDA: Figuratively speaking of course.
Have you ever dreamed of rats or ever felt
yourseif drawn to gne?

CHARLES: No

LYNDA: How odd. Sometimes we feel an
affinity with our animal — although | must
admit 1'd never been keen on pigs, such

grunty things. However, I'm told they are

very intelligent.

CHARLES: We seem to be wandering
from the point

LYNDA: On the contrary Charles, this is
very much to the paint. Until you know
your animal you can't start to sort out
where you should live or for that matter
who you should live with.

CHARLES: I'm soiry?

LYNDA: You mean you've never heard of
feng shui? My dear Charles, it will change
your life. It's a very ancient Chinese
method of controlling cosmic energy —
the ch’i — to our advantage. You work out
what animal you are from your year of
birth and everything else stems from that.
Someone in your position should know all
about it if you really want 1o help your
patients.

GHARLES: | don’t think my lack of
knowledge about the warkings of feng
shui has affected my patients badly.

LYNDA: Of course you don't, That's
hecause you're blocked. Poor Anthony, all
that negative ch’i just aching to get out.
Thank goodness | came along today — |
only hope I'm in time.

CHARLES: Er, Lynda, we are supposed to
be talking about you

LYNDA: That's absolutely fing Charles,
don't mind me. I'll just rearrange a few
things while we talk and you'll be amazed
at the difference it'll make. Robert
certainly was.

CHARLES: Ah, that's your husband,
Robert. | understand that he’s been
married before and that -here are two
children by his first marr age. Has this
caused difficulties?

LYNDA: Of course. They're completely
yan and ying. They should complement
each other but it's not as easy as that I'm
afraid. Can you help me move this chair?

CHARLES: What are you going 1o do
with it?

LYNDA: It'll be much better over there.
And if you don't mind my saying so you
could do with some more pot ptants. I'll
just getrid of these flowers. Avoid cut

flowers whenever you can. it's bad ch'i.

CHARLES: Right. May | sit down again,
now?

LYNDA: Of course. If you turn your head
round you can still see me. Now where
were we?




CHARLES: | know you've lived in
Ambridge for the past 15 years or 50 but
you are probably still considered a
newcomer, Are you accepted in the
village?

LYNDA: Oh, yes, absolutely. To be honest
| don’t know how they managed before |
came along. They ask me to organise all
the big events and local drama, you know.
I'try to get out of it each year hut | have
to take pity on them — or nothing would
ever happen.

CHARLES: And you also have a job?

LYNDA: Yes, | assist Caroline Pemberton
at Grey Gables luxury hotel. | do my little
best to improve things there. I've tried to
attract wealth with my wind chimes, not
that I've been shown any gratitude.
Caroline was quite rude when | explained
that we shoutd paint the walls red.

GHARLES: Why was that?
LYNDA: Her age probably.

CHARLES: | meant, why should she paint
the walls red?

LYNDA: It's another way of attracting
wealth. | know the hotel does vary well
but there's always room for improvement.

CHARLES: Would you say that you prefer
being a big fish in a small pool, or a small
fish in a hig pool?

LYNDA: What a very interesting
question...| wonder what brought it to
your mind?

CHARLES: Is there an
answer?

LYNDA: Well, obviously it
would be better to be in a
small poal as too much ch'i
would accumulate in a big
one and that wouldn't do
at all.

CHARLES: A big fish then.
And how does Robert feel
about that?

LYNDA: | don't knovr what
Robert fegls about anything
at the moment. He's being
astonishingly intolerant but
I'm sure we'll sort it out. |
think most of our problems
are based on the fact that
our house is pointing in the
wrong direction. We may
have to move.

CHARLES: Are you normally a confident
person?

LYNDA: Well, I've been blessed you
know. | have wonderful friends who
appreciate all that [ do for them. I'm
much respected where | live. I'm very
fulfilled in my work and £'m having an

impact on my enviranment wherever | go.

So | have a great deal to be confident
about, don't I?

CHARLES: Yes indeed.

LYNDA: Well now Charles | mustn't keep
you. It's after one o'clock so you'll be past

your best.

CHARLES: Any particular reason?

LYNDA: Oh, you can't help . It's just that
rats are at their most decisive between
eleven and one and it's getting on for two.
Sa | expect you'd like a little rest now.

CHARLES: | could certainly do with a lie
down. Thank you and goodhye Lynda.







To get you started — can you find the answer to clue no. 17
It's a b****a.

Siamsuy




Welcome Lo some new
arrivals in Ambri

and some voices
heard for the lirst
time in the pasi year

EDWARD GRUNDY

Eddie and Clarrie’s younger son,
the hormonally-challenged feenager,
played by BARRY FARRIMOND

Edward Grundy - ¥d 1o his mates
— is a beer-swilling, rather
unlovable 16-year-old who smokes
on the buses and carries a torch
for Kmma Carter, which isn’t
reciprocated, though they are
friends. When not out vandalising
churches, he spends hours by
himsell, drowning out his mother’s
inquiries with very loud music.
Older gencrations irritate him,
especially when they snore, and he
wants 1o leave home like his elder
brother.

Yes — Ed is a reenager all right
and 19-year-old Barry Farrimond
is relishing 1the role. “We are fairly
similar types. 1 can remember
being a bit wild when 1 was at
school,” he says, ‘though my voice
sonnded like a car on fire.” Barry
thinks Edward lost his good
singing voice when his voice broke.

There have been good stories
(or Barry since his arrival, such as
Edward’s frustration at having to
share a room with his snoring
grandad Joe and his craving for
privacy which drove him to build a
pseudo bed-sit in the living room
at Meadow Risc. And it was
Edward who revealed Sid and
Jolene's affair — I know it's true,
Fallon said,” he told his mother

Barry has wanted 1o act since
he was six after a speech therapist
recommended acting to help him
overcome problems with ‘th’
sounds. ‘T think 1t was because [
was an extrovert ~ laughing all the
time and running arocund hke a
mad thing,” he says. ‘But it did the
trick and T can now say thank you
properly.’

His credentials are good and
he’s already worked with some of
the great names in English theatre,
tHe attended the Sylvia Young
Theatre School in London and
went on to study Performing Arts
at Stratlord College. He lives in
Stratford-upon-Avon where his
first acting role ar 11 was the son
of Olympia with Anthony Sher in
Tamburlaine the Great at the Royal
Shakespeare Theatre. He went on
to play Fleance in the Derek Jacobi
RSC production of Macheth and
worked on Ted Hughes’
adaptation of Frank Wedekind’s
Spring Awakening, also for the RSC.

But radio is much harder and a
greater challenge, Barry reckons,
He enjoys having to put more
expression in his voice and the fact
that both the actors and the radio
audience are using more of their
imagination. Although he's not a
long-standing listener, Rarry finds
The Archers gels more and more
mirtguing. ‘I'm getting acldicted.
The cast are fantasric, and I get on
with Philip Molloy (Edward’s
brother, William) and Felicity
Jones (Emma Carrer) just fine.”

Of course, Ed would hate it all.

LEWIS

The once-silent architect af Lower
Loxley is brought fo life by
ROBERT LISTER

Like Inspector Morse's sidekick,
we ouly know him as ‘Lewis’. It's
Lewis that the Pargetter family
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turned to for advice during alt the
work involved in constructing a
cate in the Orangery and
converting the stable block into a
souvenir shop at L.ower Loxley, to
say nothing of the deathwatch
beetle, and his help with the twins.
For Nigel and Elizabeth it’s
been good to have professional
help around when problems arise,
and for Julia, well another man
abont the house is always welcome.
Such is the esteem in which
Iewis’s work 1s held that he was
also commissioned to advise on the
restoration of nearly-derelict
Arkwright Hall, once a huilding of
some splendour, which had been
allowed to fall into disrepair.

Taking on the role of "a new
man in the village' is actor Robert
Lister who lists ‘things
architectural and a love of
antiques’ among his interests.

Robert lives with his wife, Pat
Friday, in Stratford-upon-Avon,
and simce radio has long been his
favourite medium he was
delighted when his neighbour
Malcolm McKee (who plays
Graham Ryder) advised him to
audition for the part of Lewis.

He was no stranger to the
Archers cast, having already worked
with Graham Seed (Nigel) and
Sara Coward (Caroling). He also
met Patricia Gallimore (Pat) when
her daughter attended his wife’s
theatre studies class,



Playing Lewis has meant scenes
with Mary Wimbush (Julia
Pargetter). He was, he says,
overawed and overwhelmed by
working with Mary, an actress he
had admired for many years.

Apart from being involved with
The Archers Robert has been on an
educational tour, helping to bring
historical characlers 1o life [or
youngsters in Newcastle, Plymouth
and Cardiff who are embarking on
GUSEs. In Hitler on Trial Robert
played Ilitler’s defence counsel,
and he also appeared in several
guises in The Doclor’s Show.

Alter many months as a ‘silent
character’ giving advice on
deathwatch beetle, he's glad that at
last Lewis has come out of the
woodwork.

EMMA CARTER
Emma Carter, the feenage daughter
of Neil and Susan Carter, is played
by FELICITY JONES

Felicity Jones played baddie Ethel
Hallow in the children’s TV series
The Worst Witch, so her mutinous
streak was well honed by the time
she was cast as Emina Carter, once
of Amhridge's latest brat pack.
Sixtcen-year-old Felicity was
spotted by Archers producer Julie
Beckett at Carltor's Junior
Television Workshop in
Birmingham and she landed the
role after a second audilion in the
BBC drama studio at Pebble Mill,
which meant recording a scene
with Susan (Charlotte Martin).
The new Emma Carter was first
heard in an episode broadcast in
April when her {riend 'Ed’
(Edward) Grundy was stuck on the
church roof. Telicity says she will
always remember those first lines:
‘Are you trying to knock that over?
Weren't the gravestones enough
for yer?’ in whar she hoped was a

CONVINCING COUNLIY vOICL.
Although she claims to be a [airly
good mimic this was the first Llime
Felicity had used an accent in a
part, and she was nervous.

Felicity was briefed to play
Emma as a rebellious and insecure
teenager, who wet the bed as a
child and whose morher had been
in prison. Besides being the same
age as Emma, both also sat their
GCSEs last summer and these
things helped Felicity get under
the skin of the part, she says.
Coincidentally, she’d begun
listening to the programme a
month before the audition arose,
so she had some background
knowledge.

Although there are no showbiz
family connections — her mum is in
marketing and her dad works for
an Internet company — Felicity has
been acting since she joined
Carlion Workshop at 11. She's also
appeared in the film of E. Nesbit’s
The Treasure Seekers, and her first
radio role was in the radio
edncarion series What A Drag but
next on her agenda is A levels and,
she hopes, university. Carecr plans
can wait.

BRENDA TUCKER

Presenting AMY SHINDLER os the
Hedgﬁng radio stor

Awmy Shindler plays Brenda, the
singlemninded teenage daughter of
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milkman Mike and shop manager
Betty Tucker. Brenda deaided
against going to university (o join
the media. A fast lcarner, she’s
done well since she went to Radio
Borsetshire, answering listeners
calls, preparing interviews and
making herself indispensable 1o
presentcr Wayne Foley. Her aim is
to land a programme of her own.

Actress Amy Shindler would
like the confident Brenda to turn
into a bit of a bad girl, making her
more of a challenge to play, but
there’s not too much sign of that
so far!

Amy is half-American and the
daughter of writer and producer
Colin Shindler, who plays cricket

with Graham Seed (Nigel
Pargetrer). She trained with the
Anna Scher Theatre for seven
years, gaincd a History BA (Hons)
degree with exhibition ai
Cambridge, and graduated in
1998 from the Webber Douglas
Academy of Dramatic Art. She has
been appearing on stage since she
was six and last autumn played the
sairi-like Shelly in the BBC Choice
production of Sisters.

Amy speaks German, French
and Italian and has u fine soprano
voice. She plays the piano and
violin to grade 6 standard and has
studied flamenco and Middle
Eastern dance.

There is no end to her talents,
as we shall discover.
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1 It's good to hear other people’s
problems and not be part of them.
Raiph Kennedy, Sunderland

2 They've become part of my life. |
couldn't be without it.
Angela Good, Richmond, Surrey

3 Much better than the television. You
can see it all in your mind.
Helen Boyle, Linton, Devon

4 It takes me back to my childhood
when | was evacuated to the country
during the war.

Muriel Cohen, Stepney Green,
London

5 My mother used to listen and | hated
it. Now it's just grown on me.
Joy Worth, Wraysbury

6 Makes me glad | live in London and
don’t have to put up with all their
squabhles.

Rupert Cave, London

7 s it accurate? | like to think it is.
Afan Stevens, Bristol

8 That stupid Sid annoys me. Fancy
falling for someone as obvious as
Jolene.

June Jenkins, Malvern, Worcs

9 We have a farm and find we're up
against many of the same difficulties.
We're not as bad as the Grundys
thaugh.

Mr and Mrs Graham Lovett,
Castle Carey

10 Our twins are the same age as Lizzie
and Nigel’s and we like to compare
their progress.

Peter and Penny Jeffrey,
Newmarket

=

11 | listen when | can because it helps
me with my English study.
Hans van der Werf, Amsterdam

12 When you get old, it's nice to have
something to talk to other people
about,

S Catriona MacGregaor (Miss),
Chelsea, south-west London

13 Now and again it jogs my memory
about what | ought to be doing on
the farm.

Mr Pardoe, Cumbria

14 | always thought it was far oldies, but
now it's got some good young people.
Rachel Parker, Dudley

15 All the characters seem so real to me.
| teel they're my friends.
Zoe Brehine (aged eight), New Mills,
Derbyshire

16 | do feet that The Archers does
convey the ‘better’ side of British life.
Lilian Pound, Wolverhampton

17 The BBC will go straight to heaven for
giving us The Archers.
Billy Gonnolly

18 It seems to understand about life in
the country far better than the
politicians do.

Mr and Mrs D Meadows, Stoke
Farm, Gloucestershire

19 Warm, friendly, what | want to hear
about — it's The Archers.
Ms Jill James, Exeter, Devon

20 |'m always driving home at seven in
the evenings, and it helps the last
part of my journey go much more
quickly.

Roy Hammett, Henley-on-Thames

21 At least it has a view on ecology and

the environment.
Robin Lawrence,
Salford

22 My sister sends me ot tapes each
week, which | love even though it
makes me homesick.

Helen Owen, Wellington,
New Zealand

23 When my father was alive we had to
be silent when it was on. Now it's my
children who are the avid listeners.
Peter Gilbert, Lewisham

24 | suppose it's how every city dweller
like me has this rosy image of life in
the country.

Lesley Fraser, Birmingham

25 | shall never forget the night Grace
was killed in the fire. We couldn’t
believe it, we were all in tears.
Marjorie Kennedy, Belfast

26 | didn't listen for about ten years
when { had the children, but when |
started again it was like coming
back home.

Norma Raymond,
Dover

27 A lot of my old favourizes have gone —
Down Your Way, Children's Hour, Mrs
Dale’s Diary, Listen with Mother — but
The Archers is still there.

Victoria J Wood,
Anglesey

28 Sunday mornings woukdn’t be the
same without it. We have a pot of tea
in bed and listen for a blissful hour
and a quarter.

Reg and Georgette Silver,
Didsbury,
Manchester




29 When | first came 1o Britain | couldn't
understand a word of it — but now |
have to have my daily fix of
The Archers.

Paula Rutherford-Wright,
Oxford

30 If ever there's a vacancy at St
Stephen’s | shall apply — even if it
does mean looking after three
parishes!

Rev Rolly Todd,
Lanarkshire

31 All the men sound so cuddly with the
gxception of Brian. He's my pet hate.
Pauline Martin, Leeds

32 1 get so cross with them at times. It's
hard to realise that they are only
acting a part.

Rehecca Richardson,
Coventry

33 | used fo live in Suffolk near a village
called Grundisburgh. Could this be the
ancient fiefdom of the Grundy family?
Mr M Smith, Norwich

34 Why oh why didn’t | start listening
years and years ago — the best thing
on the radio. Why can't it be half an
hour a day!

Mr T Jewell, Braunton

35 | am a pub landlord and | like going to
the gym. THANKS A LOT, SID.
Mr G Thompson, Hexham

36 | cried buckets when Mark died, and
cried more buckets when Alastair
tinally asked Shuita to marry him, with
lots of smaller buckets in between.
Thank you writers and cast for
allowing me to be part of your lives.
Mrs S Wysome, Yelverton

101€

37 Am | the only one who goes 'Ahhh’
whenever there’s a scene with Roy
and Hayley. Just one other thing -
when can | be in it!

Miss B Spiteri,
Stroud

38 | have two passions in lite, apart from
my family, one is the history of the
Titanic, and the other The Archers.
Miss V¥ Passmore, Exeter

39 Now that I'm a mother of two small
chitdren the proegramme is my oasis
of caim during hectic days.

Mrs A Sabatani, USA

40 Beats £astEnders any day.
Mr L Bartlett, Boiton

41 Ever since Clive Horrobin first
appeared on the scene there has
always been onge character who would
be better off in prison. Elizabeth is my
current favourite contender!

Andy Sharp, Newcastle

42 In about 1975 | saw a sketch on
television in a programme dedicated
to what life would be like in the year
2000, One of the scenes depicted a
space mission returning from Mars
and trying to raise ground controf on
the radio. They were flicking the dial
round, trying to get the correct
frequency, when suddenly the
inimitable strains of Barwick Green
came over the loudspeake.
Everybody laughed.

Frank Cross, London

43 I'm nearly 16, and my mum and |
both keep up with The Archers. Brian
— why doesn't sameone do something
really, BEALLY horrible to him?
Miss C Plant, Gloucester

44 Thanks for the plot-lines in particular
— there's much | miss about home,
but | find to my surprise that | miss
nothing nearly so mech as the daily
reference point that Ambridge
provided.

Mr J Chapman, Sydney

45 | am surprised how many young
people listen to The Archers! it is
great being able to listen over the net.
Mr R Porter, Orlando

46 | have listened to The Archers since
1880 and only missed two episodes
in that time. | don't have TV and enjoy
the radio very much. Apparently my
great grandmaother was also an
Archers addict.

Mrs C Loch, South Lanarkshire

47 | have admired David Archer from afar
since | started listening, and he is
even better looking than | thought!
Miss A Marsh, Tooting,

South London

48 Every night | have to record it for my
husband — | listen when i'm ironing!
Mrs P Firman, Bordon

49 | confess to being an Archers addict. !
listen regularly but half of the
characters get on my nerves, apart
from Lynda Snell who is probably the
only ong who is supposed to.

Mr A Davies, Wirral

50 Got the 2000 annual for Christmas.
Very informative. Hope this will be a
regular thing!

Mrs K Usher, Taunton




o everyone’s relief  Jack
Woolley has handed over the
day-to-day running of Grey
Gables Hotel and Country Club to his
efficicnt deputy: Cayoline Pemberton-
e mad health
warnakngs that bhe Wwas wotking oo hard

coceived vl al
il finaily Peggy managed o persuade
hin to take thngs more edtily
Nevertheless when he desided thiat
Arkwoghe Hall on the eilge of hn
estate, Wb 10 need of pestorafion. he
was there, putnng Ife and lmb W
danjer, before
lease with the Landmark Trust-

ayeeingt 4 long-term

Genttumn 104 faolr, and ulways the
i, 1o otier prtstaoce 1o gryone 10
s BY W stidl
busmessman M hears, hod although at

need, Jack threwd
imes he may appeal rive, its hard 10
pull the waool avoe his €yes. Whether
e can ever be ;vcn-.m.\ed to let go of
the reins entirety and lead a quicter fife
mn Ambridge with his beloved Pegfy:
remains to be se€n-

{t would br ok of
Ambridge withou! Jutk Wooley, Grey

hard o

Ciables and all that goss it e, anil
Jack would be the first to admnt that
Ambridge has beeome his spititual
home. After sl he Al gpend 4 great
deal of s \ndustrnl fortune buyng
mself wto 2 possion 1 the village
Gmilar to that once held by e
Lawsar-Tiope

Gables 35

hroashons Rorsetshire and beyond for

Grey now renowned
A that it s 20 offiey, from) us fasiynty
French restaurmit wpdue J¢ an-Panl ™
the wolf course. the country park with

its Jake, and the amalgamated shoat.

NAME: JACK WOOLLEY

BORN: 19 February 1919

ADDRESS: The lodge at Grey Gables
OCCUPA'“ON: Semi-refired
businessman. Owner of Grey Gables
Hotel and Couniry park, The Borchester
Echo, Ambridge’s Village Shop

FAl d and divorced Valerie
Trentham. On d daughter, Hazel.
Married Peggy Archer 1991, Captain,
Staffordshire bull terrier (deceosed)
HOBBIES: Golf, ballroom dancing,
fishing, interfering with the management
of Grey Gables.

PAST SINS: Gambling ~ enjoyed @ flutter
ot Nelson's Casin® and lost heavily af
poker. Owned @ racehorse

Although Jack
kingpin of the Village Council, he 1
sull the proprietor of the local

is no longer the

newspaper The Borchester Echo, giving
him an unrivalled opportunity to
express his views, which he does with
great enthusiasnl each week 0 The
Proprietor’s Colun,

fle the ownper of that
vetierable establivlenr the Annibriige
Havt

10

Shop and OMiice.

Although Betry Tileot s given 4 free

Village

hand 1 runnisg e shop there 15 10
doubt that Jack uses It 1o find ot
what’s going on in Amlridge, and if be
takes a pamcular liking to 2 product
then the shop stocks o

fr 15 hard to decide which has been
the greater, Jack Woolley's mfluence on
Ambrage. 9F e effece of the village
on the formerl husinessman trom
Surchley. In 1961 he caused quite 2 sur
when he arriverd Aotermined 0 huy
up everyihing 19 aeht. knowing betde
and appnrcnd\j caring, s ubsul Tyt an
the «puntty

What many would regard 28 the
uriningg jerts 8 Jacks relationship
Wi Ambridge Was s marrage i
1991 to widow Peggy Archer. Smwce
this, Jack has
delegate

his third marriage,

become WO willing

rcsponnbilit\] and commeguently 1
Cly g life more. He even took ap
jsetvat when 2 {ashjon show Wwe
stager) at Grey Gables and, a1 yoeal
ponigit  his wife 8
unsuitable dress.

It is also sid that Jack s oW

eXpenst. most

resigned to not sceing or hearing from
tlazel, his adopted danghiter.

Highs

1984 Groy Sabies raatgurunt Wil
gourmet award, The Golden Roteli®
1984 Princess Margar! and Tuke
of Westminster Vi Lrrey Gables
1991 Wrests Peggy from Godfrey
Wendover s arms, morries et and
commissions 4 flower for her - e
Ambridge Rose-

2000 Enjays Mm99 free Yioue nOW
that b has pasyed of v runming o

Grey Gables.
Lows

\974A & fees hirst ool oMack on

haaring Yowrie wing Bm fe

divornie

1991 Retums from honeymaon 10
lad i4 dog Coptain 1% deod
1993 In hospital agin alter
collapsing N shiock o the shop when
raider Clive Horrobin held @ shalgun
o his heod
1999 Forced inlc o metireament by
([l houtth. Kegt creepind back 10
work at Grey Gabies unli! Catoline
coulda’t stand @ and asked Pegoy ©
restrain him.

What if...

Jack's heart were sironger. The
Millernium Dome would have
nothirg o6 Jack's buitdirg schemes.

Arnold Pete™>

Rorn 0 o, Arnold has Lved
in Northamptonsbirc from an
carly aqus, AfeS the BAF e
Yo Northampton [Lepestory
Players and worked at the Fuoy al
Theatre there for five years.

33y Dt biresadeast wan ot th
BRCS Ciubibren's Host, hen he
joined the BBC Ralo
Repertory Company. He played
\Welsh shepherd Len Thomas and
the Rev David Tagmer 11 [t
Archers before taking OVEY 35 Jack
Woolley 11 1980.

TV appearancss i e
7 Care, The Lk Jioy Lisie. Porridge
aned Citizeit Gnith, and he toured
32 theatees pRYing Jack Woolley
w1 The Ambridys e

He et by Wire Heryl whetl
they were i Cinderelta in
Northmuptiost wiiete she was 2
iy and he wa the Demon
King. They bave 2 daughter,
Caroline, and owea dani «—1niad
g,r:nuldnl;hh‘rt

Flis Yebbies pschne playing the
Jrusts 0@ fnlk dance band. and
for whoever 2sks him to play:

e



Archers Addicts is run by three musketeers - Hedli Niklaus
(Kathy Perks), Trevor Harrison (Eddie Grundy) and Terry Molloy
{Mike Tucker) - with a lot of help fram cast and friends! Here, Hedli reviews
some of the developments over the years. A lot of water has flowed under

the bridge of the river Am since Archers Addicts was started in 1990...

We knew nothing and we had no
equipment or office furniture. What we
did have was a lot of goodwill. Cast
members emergea from the studio to pack
up envelopes with our first newsletters and
a few gondies to those who had heard
about us angd wanted to become members.
We learned how to manage VAT, understand
business deals and create artwork — an art
in itself. Now we have an office, computers,
part-time staff ard a flourishing website. It's
an Ambridge story in its own right and, like
The Archers, has a life of its own.

We learnec two important facts. One
that hardcore fans know more about
Ambridge than we do. Secondly just how
rruch the programme can mean to them.
Fans make friends, run Archers discussion
days and arrange gatherings for charity. The
¢hat room on our website. wwwe.archers-
addicts.com attracts a lively group of fans
who post pithy messages about the
pragramme daily.

Archers Dnline — an everyday
story of Chat-board addicts

Louise Boiotin, (on-line nickname LeuBal) ,is
one of the Chat-board’s most
prolific and outspoken
contributors, and a reqular at
the Cyber Bull. She has been
listening to The Archers on and
off since the mid-1980s,
mostly ‘on' since she quit the
UK to live in Europe and faund
it to be her most comforting
link with home. She works as an editor for
the publications department of a cultural
foundation in the Netherlands and has

vowed to name her next cat Mrs A

Here's what she has to say:

‘Business is beoming in the Cyber Bull
these days. This virtual pub in cyberspace
has become a home from heme for
hundreds of Archers Addicts who are also
addicted to chatting on the official Addicts
wehsite, Sometimes Mike Tucker, Alistair
Lloyd or David Archer have dropped in to
the live chatroom fo share a pint of Shires
with the regulars. But mostly, we Cyber
Archers use the message board to
exchange our often heated views about
what’s happening in Ambridge.

'For example, Elizabeth Archer's
tantrums over the family inheritance have
firmly divided opinion as to whether she
should get a slice of the Brookfield cake,
while Debhie Aldridge’'s decision to try to
take over Grange Farm when the Grundys
faced eviction was roundly cangemned and
earned her an unprintable nickname!
Debbie’s choice of lite partner also became
rechristened as "Slimon’, demanstrating that
no matter how hard he trigs to ingratiate
himself, he will never be accepted by
anyone except the Aldridge women.

‘Beyond that, we keep ourselves busy
speculating on current plot lines,
sometimes offering suggestions
for future storylines, sometimes
accurately predicting what will
happen next week or the week
after. And among the requlars,
the in-jokes run thick and fast.
such as the family of mallards
behind a certain sofa ...

‘Main moans: peaple typing in capital
letters {all right, all right. no need to shout —
we can all hear you!y, anonymous lurkers

Tur ARCITERS AnNLUAL 2001 » 83

Hedii with Trevor and (befow} Terry — the
founding ‘musketeers’ of the Archers Addicts

(peaple who call in at the Cyber Bull but
don't introduce themselves).

‘Positive pleasures: sharing the highs
and lows of Ambridge life with friends
around the globe (ves, many friendships
have been formed), knowing that Sid Perks
understands the needs af his regular
customers (another pint please, Sid},
enjaying a daily belly laugh at other people's
witty comments and perceptive insights
{takes the tedium out of the daily grind
at work).'


http://www.archers-addicts.com

Addicts applaud!

In 1979 Richard Abraham was a prliceman
living with his fiancee in the police house, a
perk of the job which meant that policemen
could rent accommodation at an affordable
rate. To his amusement his situation was
mirrored in The Archers when young
German au pair Eva Lenz got together wilh
PC James Coverdale. Richard asked the
actors {real-life married couple Leon Tanner
and me, Hedli Niklaus) to his wedding. Many
years later at the first Archers Addicts
Convention at Pebble Mill in Birmingham, he
was able to reassure them that his marriage
was intact. No-one knows ahout James

and Eva. ..

Richard says: ‘The question most often
asked of those of us who have heen
listening ta The Archers for many years is:
"Doesn't it spail it for you knowing what
they ook like?" Given that "Radia has the
best pictures” a lot of listeners much prefer
fo build their own images. In my case that is
not $0.

‘Well before Ned Larkin opened my
schaol fete in the early sixties and Walter
Gabriel led the Weston-Super-Mare Dairy
Festival 1970, | made a point gf seeking out
photographs of the cast, and so knowing
exactly how they all looked. Then in 1990
came Archers Addicts, and my interest in
meeting The Archers cast was made so
much easier. If you imagine the very best
kind of get-together with family and friends,
then that is what you find an Addicts
convention or other function is like.’

Richard Abraham — ‘Knowing vwhat the aclors
fook like doesn’t spoil the fun’

Fandom is fun!

Vicky Griffiths is a staunch supporter of
Archers Addicts. She runs a penpal scheme
and if you would like to know more about it
you can contact her at Penfrignds Unite,

18 Stoneleigh Gardens, Cadsall, Staffs
W18 1AR.

‘When | joined Archers Addicts | could
never have foreseen the enjoyment and
interest it would give, or the enthusiasm it
would fire in me — fandom is fun!

‘Conventions and events are a delight:
the cast's friendliness, talks and
entertainment and simply being with fellow
Addicts mean a lot to me. | love the zany
fantasy of it all. The quarterly issues of the
club newsletter 7he Ambridge Village Voice
with its news and features are another treat,
as is the Borchester Echa's whimsical look
at Ambridge life.

‘Archers Addicts brightens my life,
despite ribbing from my family! And, like
The Archers, it has me well and truly
hooked."
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Magic moments

Organising events and creating memorabilia
for Archers Addicts takes us to all sorts of
fascinating places and enables us to meet
some charmingly eccentric people.

A commemorative medal and suitably
rural stamps for The Archers soih
anniversary in 2001 was a lovely idea but
we needed the help of the Boyal Mint and
Royal Mail to tumn it into a reality. When we
heard the Curator of the Royal Mint, Graham

Vicky Griffiths — *f love the zany fantasy
of it alf’

Dyer, is a follower of The Archers we knew
we were home and dry! He invited us to
spend a day at the Mint, where we saw how
medallions are created from the design
stage to the finished product. We actually
ran our hands through hot freshly minted
money — and were sad not to be allowed to
take any away as a souvenir. ..

But the high spot was gur session with
Graham. He started collecting coins at age
nine so being Curator at the Royal Mint is
perfect casting! He showed us some of his
special freasures — tissue-thin golden
nobles which passed from household o
household as a measure of status and were
never used as common currency. and
sample coins minted in advance of the reign
of Edward VIIIl. Royal traditian is that the
profile presented on coins alternates with
each new sovereign but the much feted and
adored Edward broke with tradition when,
like any modern day film star, he insisted on
presenting his 'best' profile.

Graham only has to hear the theme
tune to be transported 1o his childhood. "It



was a family moment in the day when we
would all cluster round the radio to find out
what was gaing on in Ambridge,' he says.

He has a soft spat for Neil and is a bit
warried about Shula. 'She used to be quirky
but now she’s conformist.”

Simon Drew

Simon studied biology at the University of
Exeter, supporis Friends of the Earth and
named the business end of his enterprise,
Plugprints, after his mugh-loved Collie. His
drawings are crammed with lovingly
detailed mammals, fish and birds. He has a
quick eye for an artistic pun and a way with
words that gives new meaning 1o the most
innocent of phrases. You only have to think
of Joined-up Whiting, or Cod Moving in
Mysterious Ways! {'Biology is close ta Art,'
he told his professor a very long time ago.
‘Nonsense!" came the reply. Simon is proud
to have proved his paint.)

We met Simon at the first Country
Living Fair. To our great delight we
discovered that he's listened to The Archers

Simon Drew — tributes to the characters

for years and before we knew where we
were he'd sketched out the design for a
'Fallen Archers’ mug, featuring famous
Ambridge partnerships Dan and Doris.
Walter and Mrs P, and Jack Wonlley's
beloved Captain. Since then we've had
'Neison's Swine Bar', 'l think therefore |
Ambridge' and to celgbrate the Addicts'
tenth anniversary 'Signs of Ambridge”.
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Jack (Arnald Peters) calls for hush at the Brenda (Amy Shindler) greets punters at the
Barton Half extravaganza in June 1999 Addicts 10th anniversary convention at the
Peacock Theatre, London in March 2000 -

like the music?

una noche de tango
s of the show

£15.00
available from the kiosks

Top.: David (Tim Bentinck) raps his woes af the
Barion Hall exfravaganza

. s : T . Above: tynda (Carole Boyd) meets her adoring
Thark vou for coming! The crowd at the Addicts convention at Malvern in 1994 public at the tenth anniversary convention
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The Archers Editor Vanessa Whitburn at the The Carters display ‘alternative talents' al Barton Hall
fentir anniversary convention
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Wendy Richard entertains Brian (Charles Collingwood), Shuia (Judy Bennett), Phil (Norman Painting) ~ Guiest star antiques expert Henry Sandon finds fis way {0 the
in The Bul at an Addicts Out and About day tenth anniversary convention and bumps info Hedli Nikiaus

: "

The ship Victoria which took Addicts on a P&O cruise to the Baliic capfials in 1999, a
Fred Olsen cruise to Scandinavia

nd members of the cast on board. In 2000, the Archers Addicts took a

Farmers' Market {with thanks
to Colin Shaw) - just like ithe
one in Borchester! Kathy
(Hed Nikiaus), Pat (Patricia
Galtimore) and Eddie (Trevor
Harrison) are guests of
honour at the first of three
triaf Farmers' Markels i
Stratford upon Avan,
Wanwickshire
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Mugs designed by Simon Drew for the Addicts Eddie (Trevor Harrison) asks Jean-Paul (Yves Aubert) for tomato kefchup
at Barion Half



ram what | heard about Lilian

Bellamy she could give me some
tips on how to handle my own mid-life
crisis. To find out more about her |
chatted to her friends ang family and it
soon became obvious that 1 would
have to mest the lady for myself at
home in Guernsey. And what a lady! |
wasn’t there for five minutes before |

found myself relaxing by the pool in
the sun, sipping a (very potent) ice-
cold sangria and being royally
entertained by Lilian. This is her story.

‘AMBRIDGE? FAR TOO
SMALL FOR MEY

Once upon a time there was a little girl
called Lilian Archer. She lived.in
vilage called Ambridge, whic
in the heart of Borsetshire.
Lilian had an older sister
Jennifer and a younger brothet calls

The Bull.
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Tony. Her mother and father wc'irked_.i%‘ia ﬁ-aﬁfﬁorit',

‘When | came home from schaol
I'd often find Dad asleep on the sofa
and Mum in a tight-lipped rage poring
over the accounts,” Lilian recalls.
'They were always rowing but | didn't
care. I'd be off to the stables and go
for a ride and forget all about them.’

Lilian's passion was horses and
she dreamed of the days when she
would leave Ambridge and become
Champion Horsewoman of the Year.
'I've always thought big and Ambridge
was far too small for mel’

‘LESTER NICHOLSON
ABSOLUTELY GORGEOUS’

Then, at just 21, she fell in love.

‘He was a pilot officer in the Royal
Canadian Air Force, Lester Nichalson.
Absolutely gorgeous - we met at the
riding stables, of course.’

As if in a dream, Liian married him
and flew out with him to Canada. Only
a year later she was tc return to
Ambridge, a farlorn young widow.
Lester had died in hosoital after a
tragic fall.

‘It seemed like the end of the
world then, of course. We were very
young. But life goes on and after
Ralph and | got together | didn't have
time to think of anything else much.’

‘FATAL ATTRACTION’

Ralph Bellamy cwned the Bellamy
Estate and by all accounts had more
money than he knew what to do with.
Ruthless, powerful and rich he was 22

years older than Lilign. 'Oh.ye

i hts an me
archance.'

iidn'tgoally stand W)

i

"Lillan ignored all the advice
of family and friends and married hirm.



'I've never let anyone 1e
to do. That was one of the miaih
problems with Ralph. i thought he was
romantic and masterful but locking
back | reckon he was a hit of

‘MONEY BUYSHPHEL
OF A LOT OF gt
COMPENSATIg

After the birth 6f their son, Ja
Radney Dominic, Raiph becama
increasingly autocratic, telling
to stop working at the stables
look after James. In 1976 his
took its toll on his heart and T
decided to give up the stress of

managing the Bellamy Estate. He
moved his family to a big hausz in
Guernsey.

"It was a living hell. There was
nothing to do but drink and fight, and
we did plenty of both. Poor old James
just had to put up with it — I'm not
what you would call a natural mother.”

ho knows? | might enjoy a trip

g he-mud

only to put the wind

ME New
A

WAS era [as NG

¢ entertaining, especially i
eous chap or two

en't a clue what
never have, apart from horses
missed the boat there. | hate

But really '}

sis stuff about mid-iife
crisig ag to your roots' kind
of thing. Give me-a stiff drink, and a
good man - not necessarily in that
order - and I'm okay.’

So no-one really knows what Lilian
is looking for, least of all her. Ambridge

wouldn't know what to make of Lilian,

It togk

er ten years 10
sever all of her links witk
and sell the Bellamy Estate’a
spent the following ten years Iiv

life of luxurious idleness. Her farr
has had to visit her at her isand
retreat if they wanted to see her a
her appearances in Ambridge have

drinking, smoking, flaunting her short

skirts and furs. But | bet if she did

me back she'd ruffle a few feathers!

been rare.
Might she come back to her home

village one of these days?



(~.AND NOW ON RADIO 4
| IT'S TIME FOR 'THE ARCHERS' ]
| AND OVER AT BROOKFIELD, &
| JILL IS MAKING A CUP OF TEA.

Peter Kerry does pictures as well as words. This is one of his series of surreal Archers cartaons.

Whether it's teen rebellion or death in the kitchen he’s plotting,
the life of Archers writer Peter Kerry is solitary but never dull

riter Peter Kerry has had a hand m

the decline of at least two elderly men .n
The Archers, so Phil, Jack, George and any
other male of pensionable age will
understandably worry if they see his name
against their next sforyline. In 1996, he was
responsible for the death of Guy Pemberton ard
has recently contributed to the breakdown of
Joe Grundy's health. Killing Guy, Caroline's
distinguished if weak-hearted husband, was a
real pleasure.

Peter says: 'l didn't want him to die nobly
hut to fall over and smash ctina, and | wanted
to avoid the obvicus drama of attempts at
revival and the checking far pulse, like you get
on £A. In the end | worked it so that Dr Richard
Locke arrived tao late to help and because Guy
had fallen against the door. only Richard coutd
get to him, leaving Caraline cutside to worry.

‘When she did get in, she had to wade
through broken crockery 0 get to her
husband's dead body. That was all juxtaposed
with Lyrda Snell trying to measure traffic speed
through the village.'

Joe Grurdy's depression has brought more
meaty fare. ‘| enjoy writing for several of the
characters, including Lynda, Phil and Jill, David
anc Ruth, and the rest of the Grundys, but the

easiest te write is Joe. | don't knmow why
because I'm hardly an elderly working-class
farmer from the West Midlands but | feel | relate
to him best. f you're not careful, you can really
overdo the Biblical quotes with Joe and make it
very dark but the trick with all the Grundys is
not to make them too
cartoony because they then
cease to be funny and so
cease to be real.'

Peter joined The
Archers writers six years
ago with TV experience,
particularly in children’s
drama, under his belt. A
former actor, he first heard the programme
while unemployed in the Eighties and has
listened ever since.

'l was an actor but | didn't work very often.
| was the king of “rest", in fact. | lived in a bedsit
and couldn't afford a TV at the time so | started
listening to the radio and caught the Omnibus
edition of The Archers one weekend. Next week
| found myself wondering what happened about
that pig... Back then, | remember thinking
that they were a fairly disagreeable lot. They
have been warmed up and | think it works
better that way."
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‘l found myself
wondering
what happened
abhout that pig...”

After three attempts at a trial script, he got
on the writing tearn in 1994 and is now one of
ning regular writers. After maonthly script
meetings, a writer producas a synopsis then
has 11 days to write & week's worth of
episodes. After second dra‘ts and final editing,
the whole process fakes around three weeks.
The story pracess is collabcrative with everyone
pitching in ideas but script-writing is a solitary
task with hourg spent honing and rewriting to
produce the perfect Joe-like oath or plot twist.

It's dangerously easy for soaps o become
trapped in their own legend, never evolving for
fear of losing what originally made them
popular. 7he Archers has avoided that trap,
Peter believes, with its ability to move with the
times, Its status as an institution, up there
alongside the Cup Final and the Queen Mother
as a totern of Britishness, could have proved a
burden for a writer but the trick is o keep it
relevant without jeopardising its traditions.

Peter says: ‘| think people who pontificate
about soaps are generally trose who don't watch
or listen to them. The Archers has lasted tecause
it changes. It's always been right for its time. It's
very successful now because it's tried hard to
concentrate on the reality of the countryside today
and that's right for now because people want to
see their own lives reflected.

'In the Eighties, when peopie were more
into froth and frivolify, it was more of a social
comedy.

‘As a writer, you're a custodian of The
Archers hut you don't want to keep it in aspic
as a museum piece. The Grundys being throwm
out was the sort of thing we should be doing as
it's the reality of the countryside. To keep them
on as a quaint little outfit of scallies who
managed to survive on the dairy set-up they
had would have been unrealistic.'

The next generation of
Grundys has provided Peter
and the rest of the writirg
team with a new writing
challenge in the last 12
montis, as Edward and his
pal Emma Carter prepare to
inherit the mantle of teenage
rebels once held by the likes
of Jennifer and Elizabeth. He wrote their first
scenes which found them hanging out in the
churchyard and Edward indulging in a spot of
foolhardy steeple climbing.

Peter says: 'l loved writing them, though it’s
not because | consider myself terribly au fait
with young people. There was a golden age a
few years ago when our brat pack of Roy,
Hayley, John and Kate were all teenagers. That
was great but then they grew up and are now
settling down, as young people are wont 10 da.
I'm hoping that Edward and Emma will provide
what we have lost there.’
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Never work with childrén or animais, Jo€S theé
Old ShowbiZ QdQJe. whil@ the cOSt OFf The
Archers areé Geccu§+omed 40 cOmpeLiNg with the
odd bQQ, MO0 Or grunt, childrén have Jone
ré1a«ively unhéard with juS+t th@ occasSionai
Crying LQLe +6 cONteNd with, But IS+ENING
PArénN+S kNOw thO+t, NOwAAQYS, childrén are
d@fiNte1y Seen and héard, S6 Mmore childrén’s
vOiceS hQve LeEN INLroducd «0 por«ray G more
réans+tic piceure of Famyy Hfé

Laura Polis who plays Phoehe

The carefully chosen child actor 1s coached to get
timing, intonation and inflexion right for each speech.
Because this takes time, a special recording session is
arranged in advance, using areas ot the Archiers studio in
which the actual scenes will be recorded. Then the lines
are played in for the adult actors to react to.

It demands skill and patience on the part of the
production staff and the actors mvolved in the studio,
sympathy  from the child’s parents, and a keen
understanding of what is required from the child.

Here are some of the younger performers who have been
making their contribution to The Aichers in the past vear:

HELEN PALMER - PI\P Alchér

Helen Palmer has plaved Philippa Rosce Archer, daughter
of Ruth and David Archer, since she was 16 months old.
Helen is now seven like Pip. Her mother, Morag, says
thac generally she 15 rather a shy girl. Her first scripted
words were ‘sheep” and “daddy’, but shes come on well
since then and shared animated scencs with grandma Jill
Archer at the brilliant birthday party she organised. Jill
even managed to bake a Princess in a Castle Cake, which
Pip and all the girls loved.

Helen and her mum live in Bournville, Birmingham,
so they can easily come to the studio to record Pip’s lines
with programme assistant Sonja Cooper.

DOMINIC DAVIES - DANEI LIOYL

Dominic 1s probably the most famous of the child voices
heard in the programme. He plays Daniel Tloyd, (known
to the cast as Two Dad Dan), Shulas son by Mark
Hebden who was killed in a car crash. His stepfather
Alistair Lloyd has now adopted him. There have been
numerous storylines written specially for him, such as
keeping the baby hedgehogs alive, the antics of Harry
the Hamster, My Dad Alistair and The Wonder of
Stag Beetles.

Daniel has had more to say than the other children in
Ambridge. and Dominic Davies has been playing the role
since he was 18 months old. His mother, Carol, has
coached him in his performance. The writers heard the
scenes with Daniel work well, which ¢ncouraged them to
WTite niore.

Credit must go to Judy Bennctt who plays his mother
Shula, and Michuael Lumsden as new dad Alistair. They
must interact with Dominic’s lines, making it sound as if
he is actually there with them.

Dominic has been a good mimic ever since he could
talk. Now he'’s confident enough in the part of Daniel
to comment sometimes: ‘I don’t think Dantel would
say that’.

Just like Daniel, Dominic gets on well with animals.
He enjoyed the stag beetles, which Daniel found in a tree
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Grahans Seed and Alison Dowling (Nigel and Lizzie Pargetter) with neins Lify and Freddie; Besjamin Minchin (Josh); Helen Palmer (Pip); Detinic Davies (1

i AbE

stimp next to his father Mark’s grave in St Stephen’s
churchyard. Alistair told Daniel that they re very rare and
brought home some leaflets from the surgery. When
Daniel and Alistair were rearing the baby hedgehogs,
Dominic was given a toy hedgehoy to work wich.

Almost six years old, Dominic has done volce-overs
tor the children’s 1TV series Mopatop’s Shop and could
have a long career in show business ahead of him.

LILY AND FREDDIE PARGETTER

Screams, cries and gurgles of the Pargetter twins are
taken from stock sound discs in the BBC library. This
picture (above) from Radio Times shows Nigel and
Flizabeth each holding a baby. The “twin’ to the right is
the younger child of actress Alison Dowling who plays

Lizzie, while the baby on the left belongs to a friend of

Alison. This picture was faken betore Lily and Freddie
were born!

LAURA POLIS - PhO€L€ Aldridge

Laura made her debut at just ten days old when she was
pictured with Kate Aldridge (Kellic Bright) outside the
Glastonbury tepee i 1998, Archers press officer Sandie
Jettord was the one who found ‘haby Aldridge’ when the
Avchers team were on the look-out for a newborn to play
the role. A friend who taught ante natal classes put her
in touch with Laura’s mother, Pam.

Tavra was called again last autumn when scenes
demanded words from Phoebe. She chats a lot and 1s
persuaded to say the right words by her mum, usually

W ¥ B .

after a session playing with her toys and the microphone.
She only has difhculty 1f she doesn’t know the words -
‘yo-vo' was tricky, Pam recalls.

When Laura hears the Banwick Green signature tunc
she pipes up, ‘I'm going to be baby Phocbe’. Pam 1
taping her daughter’s performances so that Laura can
eryoy them when she'’s older (and get embarrassed when
they're played to boyfriends). Laura had great fun in the
pre=wedding scenes when Phocebe sat on Jenmifer's hat,
all but ruming it. She will continue to be heard with
Roy and stand-in mother Havley.
BENJAMIN MINCHIN - JOSh Archér
Two-year-old Benjamin was heard in great form on
pancake day as Pip Archer’s vounger brother, Josh. His
mocher Caroline is a primary school tecacher with two
other small children, and she finds taking Ben to the
studio most enjoyable. She says Ben is a sociable lietle
boy who takes everything in his stride.

ALICE ALDRIDGE

Alice isn't heard at all ac present, though we often hear
about her, She certainly enjoved being a ring bearer at
her sister Debbie’s wedding, especially as she was bought
a beauuful dress for the occasion. Let’s hope she'll
her voice before she gets too old!

find
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How will Ambridge ook in 20512 2
Will Brookfield still be in-Archer hands? Will the Bull still-be serving Shires?
Let's take a peek at how the village might be as it celebrates its 100th anniversaru..

Scientist €dward Grundy is knighted in King Wiliam's
birthday honours. Sir €Edward, who rose to fame in the
early part of the century by isolating the snoring gene,
dedicates the award to his late grandfather with the
simple eulogy: 'He drove me to it

Phoebe Aldridge announces plans to
expand her business empire. Thanks to the relaxation
of restrictions on development in the green belt, Ms
Aldridge, who has added 90 per cent of Borsetshire
to the property portfolio bequeathed to her by her late
grandfather, has been granted planning permission for
3,000 one-bedroom apartments
condominiums on Lakey Hill. Local protests are led by
her septuagenarian mother, Kathering, until she is
promised one of the apartments rent-free.

Pip Archer is preparing for the latest
round in her battle for ocwnership of Brookfield — or
Bleak House as it has been nicknamed by locals. Ms
Archer, who is contesting a claim by her cousins to a
stake in her family home, said she would persevere
with the legal fight, despite the mounting cost. Her
cousins, living in a3 b&b in Felpersham, claim they are
unable to use their own family home, Lower Loxley, as
it is haunted by the ghost of a well-spoken lady of a
certain age who constantly moves objects around,
particularly maney, and has been daing strange things
to builders carrying out renovation work on the
property. ‘| never feel as if the place is my ouwn;
complains Lily Pargetter.

At The Bul, the Speed Garage night
introduced by landlady Fallon Rogers is qoing down well
with the over 75s, although uounger customers are
complaining that the sight of OAPs out of their heads
on €Ecstasy and Sanatogen is interfering with their
virtual dating. Ms Ragers inherited the pub from her
mother whose memory is recalled in the stained dlass
window which dominates the entrance to the
Ploughman's, portraying the late Jolene as Shania Twain.

Jamie Perks, captain of the Ambridge
cricket team, sauys they need more players.

in a series af

The funeral of Helen Archer takes place.
Her obituary in the Efectronic €cho recalls how the
once dynamic businesswoman came to grief in the late
Twenties when she attempted to expand the family
chain of organic supermarkets just as arganic
produce was linked to a sericus psychological
disorder which turned sufferers inta contral freaks.
Ms Archer spent the rest of her years working for
family friend Hauley Tucker in @ domestic capaciiy.

Daniel Uoyd, widower of the late Lilian
Bellamy whom he married at age 16, allegedly causing
the early demise of his mother through shock, has
won a by-election. The new member for €ngland South
will take up his seat in Brussels shortly, where ke is
expected to campaign for farming to be reintroduced
to the United Kingdom.

A pioneering medical technique enables
Jack Woolley, cruogenically frozen back in 2010 at the
grand old age of 9|, to be revived. Thanks to a proviso
in bis will, Mr Waoolley, now a youthful I32-year-cld, is
reinstalled as proprietor of Grey Gables, or GG as it
was renamed in 20I5. Locals swear the strange noise
emanating from St Stephen's churchyard of an
evening is the sound of Caroline Pemberton turning in
her grave.
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Archers Books

and Audio Cassettes

Books

The Archers: The Amhbridge Chronicles

A three-volume navelisation by Joanna
Toye, telling the story of the Archers of
Ambridge, starting in 1951, when the first
programme was broadcast and taking the
story right up to the 50th anniversary of
The Archers, BBC Radio 4's favourite
drama series.

The Archers 1951-1967
Family Ties

Introducing Dan, Doris, Phil, Christine, Jack
and Peggy and their children.

The Archers 1968-1986
Laoking for Love

Following the next generation of the
Archers as they search for love and
happiness in the changing world of the
1970s and 1980s.

The Archers 1987-2000
Back to the Land

Charts the progress of the Archer family

as the younger generation grow up to face
wider horizons than their grandparents
ever imagined.

Who's Who in the Archers
Revised 2001

By Keri Davies

An A-Z pocket book listing the characters
and places that appear in The Archers —
the perfect guide for both newcomers and
long-standing fans. Completely revised and
updated.

Patricia Gallimere’s Qrganic Year -
A Guide to Organic Living

An invaluable quide, Organic Year offers
a comprehensive start-up guide to
organic living.
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Radio Collection

The Archers 1987-2000
Back to The Land

Read by Stephanie Cale
Four cassettes
Available 21 September 2000

Abridgements of the two other Archers
novels by Joanna Toye are available on
audio cassette:

The Archers 1951-1967
Family Ties

Read by Miriam Margolyes
Four cassettes

The Archers 1968-1986
Looking for Love

Read by Stella Gonet
four cassettes

Other audio cassettes available from
BBC Radio Collection:

Vintage Archers Valume One

Vintage Archers Valume Two

Vintage Archers Valume Three: The Lost
Episodes

The Archers: The Third Generation
Lynda Snell’s Heritage of Ambridge



The Ambridge Collection

For more information about
Archers Addicts contact us

By phone: 0121 683 1951

By fax: 0121 683 1955

By email:
dum.di.dum@archers-addicts.com
On the web:
www.archers-addicts.com

Or write to:

Archers Addicts, PO Box 1951
Moseley, Birmingham B13 9DD

ArCh@rS | You can get a daily synopsis and

A DI CEsH news from Ambridge on the BBC's
Archers website:
www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/archers
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This book is published to accompany the BBC Radio 4 serial
The Archers
The Fditor of The Archers is Vanessa Whitburn

Published by BBC Worldwide Limited, Woedlands, 80 Woad Lane,
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ANSWERS TQ MIKE TUCKER’S QUIZ

CLIVE HORROBIN
CAPTAIN

ALFRED - Alf for short.
PORTIA

HIGGS

WMARTHA WOODFORD
MAUREEN TRAVIS — Mo
SHANE

o~ MW =

Scored all eight? Yer a bloomin’ marvel. Buy an
extra pinf — it's working.

The People Time's Forgot Quiz -
Two Pints Round

9. BILL INSLEY

10. JASON THE BUILDER

11. ROSEMARY TARRANT

12. REY ROBIN STOKES

13. PADDY REDMOND

14, WALTFR GABRIEL AND NED LARKIN

15. LEN THOMAS

16. VALERIE WOOLI EY before she married Jack she
was Valerie Trentham.

Scored 167 I'll ga ta the foot of our stairs, Are
you & historian or summat?
('l buy you a pint next time | see you.

The People Time’s Forgat Quiz -
Three Pinis Round

17 FREDA BANHAM....Not Elsie Catcher who was
there for 16 years until she retired in ~967.

18. CORIANDER {known as Cas) and LEORIE (Len).

19. DOUGHY HOOD

20. MARY POUND

21. FLORRIE HOSKINS

22. TIM BEECHAM

23. DOLLY TREADGOLN

24 JOHN TREGORRAM

Scaored 24. Yer a horn milkman. Change jobs and
come an’ live in Ambridge.



Celebrate 50 years of The Archers in

The Archers Annual 2001!

On 1 January 1951, a new radio series was born. Fifty years later
The Archers still enthralls millions of listeners and has become
Britain’s longest-running soap. This special anniversary edition of
The Archers Annual is packed with stories, photos, interviews,
quizzes, games, recipes and fascinating facts about the people and
events in Ambridge over five decades. A must for fans old and new.

¢ Family album - golden moments from the first 50 years

6 Brookfield - Jill cries, David fumes and Elizabeth digs her heels
in as the battle for inheritance threatens to tear the Archer
family apart

Upheaval at Grange Farm - how the Grundys coped with
bankruptcy and eviction

Pat's diary records the highs and lows of an eventful year 2000
in Ambridge

Agony aunt Julia Pargetter offers candid advice to help villagers
sort out their personal problems

Yee-ha! Get your cowboy boots on for Sid and Jolene’s complete,
illustrated, step-by-step guide to line-dancing

Grace Speaks! A behind-the-scenes look at the most dramatic night
in Archers history. Ysanne Churchman (Grace) and Norman Painting
{Phil) tell their story of the night Grace died and a nation wept

£3.99

The Archers - Radio 4 FM 92.4-94 6, IV 198 ISBN 0-5b3-5371k-7
www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/archers U

The Authors: Kate Willmott of Sunflower Productions, Malvern, is
the edicor of 7he Borchester Echo and the Ambridge Village Voice.
Hedli Niklaus plays Kathy Perks in 7he Archers and runs Archers
Addicts, the official Archers fan club.

Cover Design: the Senate 917805631537168
Cover photograph: OSF



http://www.bbc.co

